From Ofsted inspection of safeguarding briefing

Annex 6. Evaluating a school’s child protection policy

What is set out below is not a prescriptive table of contents for a child protection policy but a guide which may help inspectors to make a judgement about the quality of the policy.

Does the policy:

set out its purpose and aims clearly

provide a secure framework for the workforce

link with other relevant safeguarding policies, for example bullying, physical intervention

set out what other elements of provision are in place to enable pupils to feel safe and adopt safe practices, for example through the curriculum

appear accessible and easy to understand

set out responsibilities and expectations of staff and other relevant adults clearly, particularly in identifying and reporting possible or actual instances of abuse

make it clear who is/are the designated member/s of staff

distinguish between the steps that should be taken for general safeguarding concerns or disclosures and those which should be taken if the concern is about the headteacher or other members of staff

support an ethos where pupils or staff can talk freely about concerns, in the belief that they will be listened to and appropriate action taken

set out clear expectations about reporting (and recording) concerns to relevant agencies

indicate what training is provided to staff and what steps are taken to bring policy and procedures to the attention of temporary staff

set out the role of governors

indicate how the policy will be implemented, monitored and evaluated

indicate how parents or carers will be made aware of the policy and relevant procedures?

