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Children’s Services Schools Risk Assessment

	School:


	
	Risk assessment for:
	Working at Height during stage productions / drama


	Significant hazards

(i.e. how people might foreseeable be harmed)
	People at risk

(i.e. pupils, staff or )
	List control measures

(i.e. what steps are commonly taken to reduce the risk of the hazard)
	**

H M L
	Additional control measures

(i.e. add any further control measures)
	**

H M L
	Action completed (Date and signature)

	Falls from height when:

Persons/items fall from gantry area

Changing and adjusting stage lights

Erecting stage scenery/props

Using scaffolding as part of scenery/structure

Height differences between stage levels

Objects falling

? Insert other hazards here ?


	Employees

Pupils

Audience
	Consider installing lighting rigs which can be lowered to ground level to reduce the need for working at height.

All equipment erected and checked by qualified / competent person.

Teaching staff trained in safe use of access equipment through recognised training providers.  

Cascade training for pupils on hazards and how to stay safe.

Drama department has health and safety policy detailing safe arrangements for adjusting lights, working on gantry and other related activities

Equipment provided which is suitable to the individual users to enable safe access to theatre/studio areas (e.g mobile tower access scaffold, stepladders, ladders and mobile elevated working platforms).

All access equipment is suitable for purpose, checked before use and readily available.

Frequent documented checks take place to ensure the safe working condition of access equipment.

Procedures are in place for damaged access equipment to be removed and further use prohibited.

Access equipment is restricted to those competent in it’s safe use.

Where staff, pupils or others have pre-existing medical conditions/other factors which may effect their ability to use such equipment a separate risk assessment is in place.

Access to backstage/gantry and other areas is restricted at all times and especially when stage is set for production.

Gantry areas have appropriate edge protection and handrails which are subject to frequent checks.

Create an exclusion zone where necessary beneath areas where work is taking place.

Mark stage edge and differing levels with hazard tape.

? Insert other school specific info here ?
	
	Code of conduct for pupil behaviour in the drama studio/theatre


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	? Insert other details of activities here ?
	
	? Add more information about your schools safety procedures ?
	
	
	
	


	Date of original 

assessment:
	Date of this 

assessment:
	Review date: 
	Reference No: 
	Name of assessor: 

	Overall risk rating (H M L):  


	Managers signature:


** Risk rating 

	Severity
	Likelyhood
	Risk rating (SxL)

	1 = no injury or illness




2 = first aid injury/illness

3= minor injury/illness – up to 3 days away

4= 3(+) days injury/illness

5 = major injury / illness

6 = fatal or disabling injury/illness
	1 = very remote 

2 = improbable

3 = possible

4 = probable

5 = likely

6 = certainty
	High 14+

Medium 5 – 13

Low 1- 4


IMPORTANT.  

The Risk Assessment should only be approved once all significant hazards have been identified, the control measures that will be implemented are agreed, AND the overall risk ratings are considered acceptable.

In most circumstances, if the Overall Residual Risk is considered “Med” or “High”, the activity/event should be cancelled, or further control measures put in place to reduce the risk to “Low”.

Adapt this form to your own circumstances 
by removing or identifying hazards and any additional necessary control measures relevant and appropriate to your own location, event, activity or young people.
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