Planning religious education for secondary schools: 
notes for new heads of department

Defining a key-stage plan


A key-stage plan for RE: 

· precedes the development of a scheme of work; 

· takes account of the requirements of the locally agreed syllabus, the circumstances of the school and its aims and purposes; 

· is a whole-school plan agreed by all staff; 

· sets out an agreed time allocation for RE per year for each year group or mixed-age class; 

· makes clear school priorities, for example PSHE. 

When developing a key-stage plan, teachers may find it helpful to consider: 

· the balance between knowledge and understanding (learning about religions) and opportunities for developing the skills of asking and responding to questions (learning from religions); 

· how content may best be sequenced; 

· how to check children’s progress; 

· the practicalities of organising the teaching of RE, for example the availability of visitors and opportunities for visits; 

· links with other curriculum areas; 

· the aims and purposes of RE at key stages 3 and 4, and the subject’s contribution to the whole secondary curriculum; 

· ways in which children make progress in learning RE. 

Evaluating RE key-stage plans and units


It is important to ask how far the school’s key-stage plans and units: 

· provide long- and medium-term plans that are clearly linked to the locally agreed syllabus; 

· provide a secure basis from which teachers can plan lessons on a daily or weekly basis to meet the needs of all children in the class; 

· show how RE ideas and skills are built up in an organised, systematic and rigorous way based on learning that has already taken place; 

· show links between the different attainment targets, including the development of skills of asking and responding to questions; 

· link teaching activities to the learning they are intended to promote; 

· identify what children are expected to learn, both within a unit and by the end of a specified period, and how children’s learning might be assessed; 

· provide opportunities, where appropriate, for the development of literacy, mathematics, ICT, PSHE and citizenship, thinking skills and links to other subjects; 

· give indications of the time needed to teach each unit. 

Evaluating the extent to which a key-stage plan encourages progression in children’s learning 

· What is known about what children have already achieved when they enter the key stage and how does this affect the pitch of the early units? 

· Which ideas in RE depend on secure understanding of other ideas? 

· How can units be sequenced so that earlier work lays the foundations for later work? 

· Are there opportunities for revisiting and reinforcing the ideas children need to understand and which some will find difficult? 

· When ideas are revisited or reinforced, is it in a different context or using different activities? 

· How are children who have some competence or expertise beyond the levels expected in particular years challenged? 

Whole school planning

Before revising the school’s scheme of work to fit in with the new syllabus, the head of department might like to get each year group teacher to fill in the following questionnaire. This will give them an idea of the topics that are currently being taught and the time allocated for RE in each year, information that will be useful in assigning the core and optional units in the new syllabus.

	RE questionnaire

	

	Please take five minutes to complete this questionnaire so that we can draw up a plan for religious education that is congruent with the new syllabus.

	

	Which year group do you teach?
	Year
	

	

	Planning: what topics do you currently teach?

	Term
	Topics

	Autumn 1
	

	Autumn 2
	

	Spring 1
	

	Spring 2
	

	Summer 1
	

	Summer 2
	


	Resources

	What resources for teaching RE are currently available to you?

	

	What resources do you use at present?

	

	For which units do you require resources? What type would be beneficial? 

	


	RE questionnaire (continued)

	

	Time allocated to RE

	

	How often do you teach RE? (Please tick appropriate response)

	Weekly
	
	Fortnightly
	
	Monthly
	
	Termly
	

	Other (please state)
	

	

	Duration of each lesson (e.g. 30 mins, 1 hr):
	

	

	Where is RE placed on your class timetable?
	Day:
	
	Time:
	

	

	Any other comments about RE:




Please could you fill this in and return to me as soon as possible.

Thanks,

Head of RE

About the units


Each unit is designed to take approximately half a term (minimum six hours). Although the units are sequenced in the example scheme of work, they may be rearranged. In reordering the units it will be necessary to take account of what has been studied previously. The level of demand and expectation of each unit will also need to be adjusted to take account of the age group to which it will be taught. There is a blank plan following the example, so that you can tailor it to your own school’s requirements, and there are example schemes of work posted on the EGfL for the shaded units: 


Example plan

	REFERENCE
	UNIT TITLE

	

	Key stage 3: Year 7

	

	Core
	Founders of religion 

	


	
	Creation stories 

	


	
	Modern day leaders

	


	 
	  

	


	
	 

	


	Key stage 3: Year 8

	


	Core
	Religion in writing 

	


	
	 Lesser known way of life: Humanism

	


	
	Religion in sound and music

	


	 
	 

	


	
	 

	


	


	Key stage 3: Year 9

	


	Core
	(If the school’s GCSE is a detailed study of one religion) The environment in religion

	


	or Core
	(If the school’s GCSE is thematic) Detailed study of one religion

	


	 
	 Moral dilemmas, I

	


	
	 Moral dilemmas, II

	


	 
	Life after death

	


	 
	 

	



	


	Key stage 4: Year 10

	


	Core
	Philosophy of religion: nature of God

	


	  Core
	Philosophy of religion: nature of belief

	


	 
	 Good and evil

	


	
	Death and the afterlife

	


	


	 
	 

	


	Key stage 4: Year 11

	


	Core
	Ethical issues: religion and human relationships

	


	Core
	Ethical issues: religion and equality

	


	
	Religion, wealth and poverty

	


	
	Religion and medical ethics

	


	 
	Religion, peace and justice

	


	 
	 

	



Example long-term plan

Note: The new syllabus requires that schools are required to teach all of the three core units and a minimum of six optional units during the course of key stage 3.

	Framework for religious education Year 7

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	Founders of religion (core)

	Autumn 2
	School designed

	Spring 1
	Creation stories

	Spring 2
	School designed

	Summer 1
	Modern day leaders

	Summer 2
	School designed


	Framework for religious education Year 8

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	Religion in writing

	Autumn 2
	School designed

	Spring 1
	Lesser known way of life: Humanism

	Spring 2
	School designed

	Summer 1
	Religion in sound and music

	Summer 2
	School designed


	Framework for religious education Year 9

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	The environment in religion/Detailed study of one religion

	Autumn 2
	School-designed unit

	Spring 1
	Moral dilemmas, I

	Spring 2
	Moral dilemmas, I

	Summer 1
	Life after death

	Summer 2
	School-designed unit 


Note: In the absence of a GCSE course, the new syllabus requires that schools are required to teach all of the four core units and a minimum of three of the optional units during the course of key stage 4.

	Framework for religious education Year 10

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	Philosophy of religion: nature of God (core)

	Autumn 2
	Philosophy of religion: nature of belief (core)

	Spring 1
	Good and evil

	Spring 2
	School-designed unit

	Summer 1
	Death and the afterlife

	Summer 2
	School-designed unit


	Framework for religious education Year 11

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	Ethical issues: religion and human relationships (core)

	Autumn 2
	Religion, wealth and poverty

	Spring 1
	Ethical issues: religion and equality (core)

	Spring 2
	Religion and medical ethics

	Summer 1
	Religion, peace and justice

	Summer 2
	School-designed unit


Example plan (blank)


 Note: The new syllabus requires that schools are required to teach all of the three core units and a minimum of six of the optional units during the course of key stage 3.

	REFERENCE
	UNIT TITLE

	

	Key stage 3: Year 7

	

	
	

	


	
	 

	


	
	 

	


	 
	  

	


	
	  

	


	Key stage 3: Year 8

	


	
	

	


	
	  

	


	
	 

	


	 
	 

	


	
	  

	


	Key stage 3: Year 9

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	 
	 

	


	
	  

	


	 
	 

	


	 
	 

	




Note: For schools that do not offer a GCSE in RE, the new syllabus requires that schools are required to teach all of the four core units and a minimum of three of the optional units during the course of key stage 4.

	REFERENCE
	UNIT TITLE

	

	Key stage 4: Year 10

	

	
	

	


	
	 

	


	
	 

	


	 
	  

	


	
	  

	


	Key stage 4: Year 11

	


	
	

	


	
	  

	


	
	 

	


	 
	 


Example long-term plan

	Framework for religious education: Year 7

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	 

	Autumn 2
	 

	Spring 1
	 

	Spring 2
	 

	Summer 1
	 

	Summer 2
	 


	Framework for religious education Year 8

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	 

	Autumn 2
	 

	Spring 1
	 

	Spring 2
	 

	Summer 1
	 

	Summer 2
	 


	Framework for religious education Year 9

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	 

	Autumn 2
	 

	Spring 1
	 

	Spring 2
	 

	Summer 1
	 

	Summer 2
	 


	Framework for religious education Year 10

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	 

	Autumn 2
	 

	Spring 1
	 

	Spring 2
	 

	Summer 1
	 

	Summer 2
	 


	Framework for religious education Year 11

	HALF-TERM
	UNIT

	Autumn 1
	 

	Autumn 2
	 

	Spring 1
	 

	Spring 2
	 

	Summer 1
	 

	Summer 2
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