Primary RE Network

Notes of meeting held on 28th February 2008 at the EEC
Present: Sushma Pathak (Dairy Meadow), Anna Papior (Derwentwater), S Dutta (Downe Manor) Sarita Maini, (Durdans Park), Helen Martin (Edward Betham), Tasneem Ebrahimji (Gifford), Kim Rumble (Hobbayne), Hazel Bathurst (Ravenor), Joline Topley (Our Lady of the Visitation) Sukina Jalef (Stanhope), Sam Davey (Willow Tree), and Nora Leonard (SACRE consultant) and Judy Johnson (Lead Practitioner and West Twyford)

Guest facilitator: Emma Vane
Apologies: Eileen Mant (Mandeville) and Hernit Kochar (North) 

	Item
	Action

	1.
	It was announced that the next network meeting would be devoted to a session on religion in art. Colin Lomas, who works as a guide at the V & A, will be giving a presentation, and we will also work together to produce some lessons for a scheme of work on the unit Religion in Art. Attendees are asked to bring a photo of a piece of religious art/sculpture/ textile/calligraphy etc that they would like to feature in a lesson.

	Teachers to note date of meeting: Thursday 12 June 2008, EEC Room 8, 4-6. 



	2.
	The rest of the session was devoted to a workshop facilitated by Emma Vane of Questor’s Theatre. 

Emma gave us a very spirited and passionate account of why drama is a perfect way of connecting to the ‘truth’ to be found at the core of most stories, religious or otherwise. She explained that dramatic exploration can connect the participants on a physical, emotional and sensory level to these stories, in such a way as to reveal our common humanity with what, at least in religious education, must at times seem as very distant and/or extraordinary figures and situations.

Emma’s tips for working with drama in school included: designating an ‘acting area’; creating a ‘perfect circle’; getting the ‘audience’ into a prime viewing position; having a signal for silence; having a count-down to action and creating a ritual for the beginning of such an activity.   

The first ‘drama tool’ that we explored was acquiring a ‘role’ for the teacher, i.e. creating a new identity (e.g. tour guide) that allowed the teacher to be immediately involved and committed to the drama yet at the same time as retaining authority.

Using the biblical story of the tax collector Zaccheaus (Luke 19) as example, Emma then looked at other dramatic tools such as ‘finding the story’, ‘building character’, the use of props, different types of stylisation (e.g. masks, puppets etc) and finally, the use of modern framing (e.g. examining a religious story in a modern context like a quiz show).

Of course drama is an excellent tool for exploring a variety of curriculum subjects, and Emma is available to run staff INSET in schools. Her contact details are: 07980 856170 (mobile), emmavmail@yahoo.co.uk

	An extended version of Emma’s handout can be downloaded from the Teachers Room section of the EGfL. 

(Go to www.egfl.org.uk/religion and then RE curriculum, and then Teachers Room. Notes of this and previous meetings and all handouts are found under ‘network news’.)



	3.
	There was a request to have a list of places where resources for teaching RE can be obtained. A short list of suppliers can be found on the Teacher’s Room network news page.


	(Go to www.egfl.org.uk/religion and then RE curriculum, and then Teachers Room, and look under under ‘network news’.)




The next meeting will be on 12th June 2008 at the EEC, room 8, 4-6pm. 
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