Secondary RE Network

Notes of meeting held on 26th June 2008 at Ealing CLC
Present: Clare Broomfield (Greenford), Glen Burchell (Drayton Manor), Paul Faux (St Ann’s), Axel Fouabi (Featherstone), Sophie Johnson (Twyford CofE), Helen Keogh (Brentside), Hatice Osmond (Ellen Wilkinson), Dave Webb (Elthorne Park) and Nora Leonard (SACRE consultant)

Special guests: Mark Robinson and Lesley Prior

Apologies: Suzy Cole (Dormers Wells), Patrick Cootes (Villiers), Megan Dee (West London Academy), Verity Kent (John Chilton), Callie Marsh (Northolt)

	Item
	Action

	1.
	Mark Robinson, Ealing’s primary strategy consultant for ICT, talked to us about managed learning environments (MLE). At present the EGfL doesn’t have the capacity to be interactive, so an MLE might be a useful forum for heads of department and RE co-ordinators and a place for the sharing of resources.

Mark also showed us the various ways that an MLE might be used by teachers in their own school: for example for creating resources, setting assignments, having a place for work submission. MLEs can also be a communication tool for pupils, as well as a place where parents can log-in and see what work is being assigned.

An Ealing RE MLE could be set up so that it connects with similar MLEs in other London boroughs.


	Mark and Nora to set up an MLE for use by Heads of RE and RE co-ordinators.

The website of LGfL subject resources that Mark mentioned is:

http://content.lgfl.net 

	2.
	Before he left, Mark reminded the group that training on using Promethan and Smartboards is available at the CLC. 

Clare demonstrated some of the resources she has developed for use on the interactive white board. Functionality includes: embedded links to video material, the ability to set up a task so that the right and wrong answers are cleverly differentiated, and marques of keywords (apparently an Ofsted favourite).


	Dates for IWB training courses can be found in the 2008/09 training programme at a glance: http://www.egfl.org.uk/categories/career/
When the MLE is set up, Clare to post relevant resources.

	3.
	The rest of the meeting was devoted to a presentation by Lesley Prior, RE advisor to Hounslow and regional subject advisor for the new secondary curriculum. 

We first looked at various ways that approaches to delivery of the new curriculum might affect RE. For example, Lesley mentioned a school that had chosen ‘Spain’ for a theme-of-the-day, and we talked about how RE could contribute to such a programme (e.g. pilgrimage and Santiago de Compostela, Moorish Spain and Islamic architecture, the Inquisition!)

Discussion in the group about how teaching is organised revealed that RE teaching in our schools—and delivery of the local agreed syllabus—was currently less likely to be affected by the new secondary curriculum and more likely to be affected by the beginning of GCSE teaching in year 9.

Lesley also demonstrated a case study, one purpose of which was to use active learning strategies to develop reflective and critical analysis skills. The focus of the study was Jesus’ Garden of Gethsemane experience. Lesley showed two film clips of this episode: one from the animated film “The Miracle Maker” and the other from Scorses’ “The Last Temptation of Christ”.

After watching the clips we developed questions using the community of enquiry protocol. The aim was to choose open-ended, rather than close-ended questions. At the end of the exercise Helen pointed out that, although this is a really useful approach, it is also important to ensure that the content in the syllabus is covered.

We ended with looking at the importance of getting student feedback on their RE lessons, e.g. asking: What do you like about RE? What do you dislike about RE? What do you want to see more of? How can we improve RE? What is RE important?

  
	The book Lesley mentioned is:

Thinking through religious education by Vivienne Baumfield, ISBN 978-1899857-46-3 
Available from:

http://websites.uk-plc.net/Imaginative_Minds/products/Thinking_Through_Religious_Education.htm
“This book provides many excellent examples of how strategies for developing thinking skills can enliven religious education in schools. There are materials and ideas for enquiry into religious concepts and beliefs as well as guidance on effective classroom discussion in RE.” 

If you have any further questions about the new secondary curriculum and the way it affects RE, please contact Lesley directly: Lesley.Prior@hounslow.gov.uk 


Next meeting: Thursday, 23 October 2008, 1-4 pm, 

Ealing Education Centre, Room 8 
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