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Primary RE Network

Notes of meeting held on 26 February 2009 at the EEC
Present: Hazel Bathurst (Ravenor), Janet Ben Youssef (Wolffields), Tasneem Ebrahimji (Gifford), Rachel Oxley (Wood End Junior), Nicole Taddeo (Hobbayne), Denise Salter (Featherstone), Justyn Waterman (Coston), and Nora Leonard (SACRE consultant) and Judy Johnson (Lead Practitioner and West Twyford) Apologies: Hernit Kochar (North), Seema Punn (Beaconsfield)

	Item
	Action

	1.
	Several new schemes of work have been added to the RE curriculum pages of the EGfL: foundation stage (“Stories from other faiths”); key stage 1 (“Special days” and “Special places”); key stage 2 (“How belief affects living: moral dilemmas” and “Belief and practice: Hinduism”)
	www.egfl.org.uk/religion



	2.
	The various ways that RE and Reflection can promote community cohesion were discussed. These included ways to include non-religious points of view in RE units, e.g. having a lesson on Aesop’s fables in the “Stories from other faiths” unit, a lesson on non-religious meditation and reflection in the ks2 unit on prayer and worship and a lesson that highlights the work of the NGO WaterAid in the ks1 unit “the importance of water”. This is to ensure that children understand from an early age that people can be inspired to do good without being religious.

This discussion proved contentious, in that several people felt that non-religious points of view had no place in a subject entitled ‘religious education’. However one of the things that we all agreed was that we were never going to get complete agreement!

HMI Alan Brine, the Ofsted inspector for religion, provides a checklist of questions to ask in order to evaluate the way RE is contributing to the promotion of community cohesion, and these include: “Does the school treat religious and non-religious beliefs seriously and model ways of building respect?” And “Does the school know enough about the diversity of religions and non-religious beliefs within the local community and does it explore ways of making links with those communities?” This would seem to imply that Ofsted expects non-religious beliefs to be included in the RE curriculum.
	The handout, which includes Alan Brine’s complete checklist and ways to make the daily act of reflection more inclusive can be found on the EGfL. (Go to www.egfl.org.uk/religion and then RE curriculum, and then Teachers Room; minutes and handouts are found under ‘network news’.)

	3.
	The rest of the meeting was devoted to the subject of awkward questions. Several people shared their experience of dealing with the subject of death, e.g. the unit “Life after death” and instances where a child mentions that a relative has just died.
	


The next meeting will be on Thursday 21st May 2009 at the EEC, room 8, 4-6pm.
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