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	Ealing Agreed Syllabus: guidance for teachers

	
	Unit title: Precious things


	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities
	Suggested resources

	Special objects

	AT1

To develop an awareness of why and how objects are special to individuals.

Early Learning Goal:

Understand that people have different needs, views, cultures and beliefs that need to be treated with respect.  


	1) Ask the children to bring in special objects to show the class. Show the children an object that is special to you. Discuss how their special things make them feel. Discuss words that are associated with precious things. 

2) Children to draw and label their precious object.

3) Begin a ‘precious things’ display table.  
4) Put associated words next to precious things on the display.

	Photograph, book or other special object



	The preciousness of special objects
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1) Read Dogger by Shirley Hughes. Discuss why Dave felt so sad. (Dogger is the story of how Dave’s beloved toy Dogger was lost and found. Winner of the 1977 Kate Greenaway Medal, it shows—in simple words and detailed pictures—the distress the loss of a toy causes a child.)
2) Ask the class: how would they feel if their precious object was lost?

3) Use ‘hot seating’ to explore how Dave might feel about losing his precious toy. For example, Model yourself or choose a child to be Dave for the Dogger story. Encourage children to ask ‘Dave’ why he looks so sad, with the person in the hot seat responding in role as Dave would to the questions posed by their peers. Questions could include the following:
· What will you do if you can’t find Dogger?  

· Why do you like Dogger so much?  

· What is Dogger like? 
4) Identify key words for the children to learn and ask them to write them down as labels for pictures of precious objects.  

(Communication, language and literacy)

	Dogger, Shirley Hughes, Red Fox Publishing, 

ISBN: 009992790X

Introduction to ‘hot-seating’: http://www.english-teaching.co.uk/ll/hotseatingpg.pdf
Hot seating is a role play activity in which an individual takes on another persona so that, when their peers ask them questions, they can explore how that person might feel and react.

	Religious artefacts

	AT1 

To know that special objects known as artefacts are used in religions, and that they often symbolise something important for that religion.

Early Learning Goal:

Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people.


	1) Introduce a selection of religious artefacts to the children. Let them look, touch and smell them. A feely bag could be used on occasions.

2) Ask the children to guess what the artefact is and what it is used for before explaining it to them.

3) Everyday artefacts to introduce: 

· Prayer mat (Islam)

· Puja plate (Hinduism)

· Cross  (Christianity)

· Mezuzah (Judaism)

· Kangha (Sikhism)
4) Children to draw and label one artefact.

(Communication, language and literacy and Knowledge and understanding of the world)


	Artefacts:

Muslim prayer mat, Hindu diya,

Christian cross, Jewish mezuzah,

Sikh kangha (comb)

Packs of artefacts for each religion available from:

http://www.articlesoffaith.co.uk/
http://www.parrotfish.co.uk/  

Religious Articles: Objects Used in Worship, Anita Ganeri,
Library Binding. Steck-Vaughn, ISBN 0739827596

Religious Buildings (Ganeri, Anita, What's Special to Me?)
Anita Ganeri, Raintree, 

ISBN 0739827618 



	Correct use of religious artefacts

	AT1

To learn how artefacts are used in religion.


	1) Visit a practitioner’s home or place of worship to see the artefacts in use, e.g. a church to see the cross, holy water font etc. Alternatively, the artefacts could be used within the role-play area. 

2) It is important to model how the artefacts would be used by a member of the faith. E.g. hold hands over a diya flame on a puja plate and touch hands and face as a believer would do to feel God’s blessing. Do this systematically with each artefact in turn.

3) Allow the children to copy these actions as appropriate to their religion.

(Communication, language and literacy and Knowledge and understanding of the world)


	

	How do believers feel about their religious artefacts?

	AT1

Children to experience talking to a believer explaining some of their religious practices.


	1) Ask a faith practitioner to come and talk about why they use an artefact, e.g. Sikh man to come and show his uncut hair (kash) and the kangha (comb).

2) Children to make their own artefact, e.g. diva or cross. 


	 

	Valuing special objects

	
	1) Take a photograph or ask the children to draw their precious object. Make a mezuzah (see background information) with their picture or photo inside. This could be used in role-play area.

2) Using puppets, children are asked to explore inappropriate treatment of artefacts.


	Hand puppets


	Key words
	Precious, prayer mat, (Islam); puja tray, (Hinduism); cross, (Christianity); mezuzah, (Judaism); kangha, (comb) and kesh (uncut hair) (Sikhism); artefact, respect.

	Points to note
	· A mezuzah is placed in the right of every doorway in a Jewish home, except the bathroom.  

· Not all Sikhs have uncut hair—only members of the Khalsa are required never to cut their hair.  

· There are many types of cross used by different Christian denominations.

· Choose three artefacts from a variety of faiths. Selecting objects from the faiths most common in your school will provide children with a clearer understanding of the daily lives of the religious believers they are likely to meet. 

· This unit has been planned as a thematic sequence of sessions where learners will be introduced to a range of everyday artefacts used by faith practitioners from five of the six major faiths. Buddhism has not been included because it would be more suitable for KS2 learning. However, there is flexibility within this unit to enable teachers to introduce the prayer wheel as a precious object if they felt it appropriate within their setting


Outcomes

At the end of this unit, most pupils will:

· Know that religious believers have special objects.

· Identify some of these.

· Understand and explain why an object is special to religious believers.

Some pupils will have made less progress and will:

· Be able to name one artefact.

· Be able to identify an object that is special to them.

Some pupils will have made more progress and will:

· Understand the link between artefacts and belonging to a religion.

· Understand why some objects are special in relation to themselves and others.

	Background information
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Prayer mat
 
	Information about religious artefacts

Introduction to Hinduism for children 7-11 (includes info about puja and diya):

http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/carolrb/Hinduism/hindui.html 

The Hindu home shrine:

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/re/m_parry_carmarthenshire/arteffactau/cysegrfa.htm 

Muslim artefacts:
http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/re/m_parry_carmarthenshire/arteffactau/contents%20Islam.htm 

Hindu artefacts:

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/re/m_parry_carmarthenshire/arteffactau/contents%20Hindw.htm 

Jewish artefacts:

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/re/m_parry_carmarthenshire/arteffactau/contents%20Iddew.htm
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panj kakke


	Sikh signs of belonging

The panj kakke, five Ks: uncut hair (kesh), comb (kangha), bracelet (kara), sword (kirpan) short trousers (kachera).

The BBC schools website has a worksheet for learning the 5Ks: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/worksheets/sikhism_baisakhi_5ks.shtml  
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Diya
	Also known as deepak or deep, a diya is a small lamp. At times made of metal or pottery, diyas are traditionally made of baked clay. 

How to make a diya (uses tealights): 

http://www.dltk-kids.com/world/india/mdiyas.htm
How to make a diya (uses oil):

http://familyfun.go.com/parenting/learn/activities/feature/famf117wculture/famf117wculture2.html 
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Mezuzah on Dung Gate, Jerusalem
	Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6: 4-9)
The Hebrew word for doorpost (mezuzah, plural mezuzot) also came to mean the encased parchment scroll inscribed with verses from the biblical book of Deuteronomy that is affixed to gates and right-hand doorjambs of Jewish homes. The mitzvah (commandment) to place mezuzot on the doorposts is derived from the above passage, commonly known as the Shema (‘Hear’, from the first word of the passage). The Shema  (Deuteronomy 6: 4-9) is written on a tiny scroll of parchment, along with the words of a companion passage, (Deuteronomy 11:13-21). 

The scroll must be handwritten in a special style of writing and must be placed in the case to fulfil the mitzvah. The case and scroll are then nailed or affixed to the right side doorpost during a ceremony called Chanukkat Ha-Bayit (‘dedication of the house’). Each time a believer passes through a door with a mezuzah on it, they touch it and then kiss their fingers as an expression of love and respect for God and his commandments.  

Website with instructions and template for making a mezuzah

http://www.blewa.co.uk/project4/children/C4_3_4a.htm 


Scheme prepared by Helen Hollyer, Gifford Primary School, London Borough of Ealing
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