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	Ealing Agreed Syllabus: guidance for teachers

	
	Unit title: Our world: caring for new life


	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities
	Suggested resources

	The world around us

	AT1 

To reflect on the natural world.

AT2

To express their feelings about aspects of the natural world.


	1) Discuss the world around us e.g. people, animals, birds, insects and plants. 

2) Go for a walk in the environment and identify different aspects of the surrounding world. Ask pupils to reflect in pairs on experiences of the surrounding world by listing their observations on clipboards. 

3) Back in the classroom ask them to record their feelings about aspects of their world in the form of a mind map. Show pupils an example of a mind map by compiling a class mind map with the pupils using the words ‘my world’ in the middle. Compare pupils’ maps at the end of the lesson.


	The school and class environment, pictures, posters, books.

Key words the pupils might need should be to hand.



	Life cycles

	AT1

To understand some aspects of growth and development.

AT2

To begin to understand that care of the young is different from that for the fully-grown.


	1) Show pupils pictures of adult animals or fully-grown plants such as a cat, frog or flower.

2) Ask pupils to help you to draw the life cycle of one by filling in a strip divided into four quarter. 

3) Ask pupils to record their own life cycle of either a human being or a flower. Identify some of the differences between the fully-grown and the young.

4) Ask pupils to discuss in pairs the differences between caring for the young and the fully-grown. (This is likely to be included in the plenary of the lesson.)


	The school and class environment, pictures, posters, books.

Life cycle posters available from:

http://www.wgoose.co.uk/ 

http://www.schoolmarket.co.uk/ 



	Caring for the environment 1

	AT2

Pupils can identify ways to care for aspects of the natural world.


	1) Show pupils a picture or photo of the playground or a local park. Draw a table with two columns headed ‘good things’ and ‘bad things’ I see in the picture. Ask the pupils for ideas and complete the list, not forgetting to include human impact. Draw on one or two examples in detail. 

2) Ask pupils how they can best care for aspects of their environment, including the young.

3) Ask pupils to work in pairs to draw and label a picture of the playground or park that shows how children and adults have looked after it (including the suggestions compiled in the class list). High-attaining pupils may choose to draw a venue not included in the main part of the class discussion.

           (Keep the class table for lesson 7.)


	The school and class environment, pictures, posters, books.



	Creation stories 1

	AT1

Know that religions have teachings about creation and the natural world.
	1) Link the natural world to creation stories.

2) Read and discuss the Christian creation story using an appropriate version of Genesis. Discuss how Adam and Eve were expected to look after their new surroundings.

3) Discuss the main order of events. 

4) Pupils can produce a timeline of the creation story by drawing the events and writing captions.


	Extracts from newspapers, posters, books

‘The Lion Storyteller Bible’, ISBN 07459 2921 4



	Creation stories 2

	AT1

To discover and acknowledge beliefs which some religions have about the origin of the world.

	1) Read another creation/origin story from a different culture or faith e.g. the story of Tiddalik from New Zealand. Role-play the story with children as actors. 

2) Ask pupils to examine and discuss key statements and beings. Ask pupils to compile a list of animals and habitats. 

3) Ask pupils to work in pairs and explain to them that they are going to make up their own creation story using their own animal and chosen habitat. They can either make up a play or draw a storyboard. 

4) Ask pupils to show their stories to each other.


	www.indigenouspeople.net/legend.htm 

See background information.

	Dealing with disaster

	AT1

To learn about some natural disasters that threaten our world.

AT2

To consider how they might help in any future disasters.


	1) Discuss ways in which there are threats to the natural environment in different parts of the world, e.g. famine, wars, floods, tsunami. 

2) Discuss what happens and how people help. 

3) Choose one disaster and ask pupils to design a poster about how they could help in such a disaster in the future.


	BBC website:

www.bbc.co.uk/science/hottopics/naturaldisasters/ 

	Caring for the environment 2

	AT2

Pupils show responsibility for their immediate environment in the classroom and the home.
	1) Return to the table compiled by the pupils in the third lesson (Caring for the environment 1). Can the pupils add any more ideas to the list? 

2) Look at the things that need to be improved. 

3) In pairs, pupils draw up rules that would ensure their immediate environment is cared for properly. Pairs feedback their ideas to the class. The teacher scribes ideas. 

4) As a class to identify a target to improve their environment that the pupils could work towards. Enlarge it and display. Pupils could also set their own target, write it out, and decorate it for display.


	

	Charity

	AT1

To learn about the work of charities and other organisations in improving our environment

AT2 

To explore a religious response to questions about the environment.

To understand that both religions and secular organi-sations work to protect the world.
	1) Use posters, leaflets, websites and simple materials from charities and other organisations so pupils see what work is being done to protect the environment and care for life in different parts of the world. 

2) Ask pupils to choose one charity and discuss words and phrases to describe what it does. 

3) Give pupils a strip of thin card and ask them to make a wristband with an appropriate slogan that defines the work being done by that charity; alternatively give them a sticker to draw a design.
	www.wateraid.org 

www.oxfam.org/en/  

http://www.christian-aid.org.uk/ 

www.wwf.org.uk 


	Key words
	Create, mind map, life cycle, environment, responsibility, charity

	Points to note
	Buddhism teaches that all living things are interconnected and that destroying one part of it damages the whole. Genesis teaches that the world that God created was very good and that humans are responsible for it. Hinduism focuses on the sacred nature of the world in sacred rivers, mountains, trees and space. Islam teaches that Allah created the world and that all parts of the world are precious. Sikhism emphasises the importance of living simply and without causing harm and giving service to the world. 

Teachers need to be explicit about the nature of legends as this can be a difficult concept for EAL or SEN pupils in particular to understand.


Outcomes

At the end of this unit, most pupils will:

· Know that there is a need to protect and care for the world.

· Know that religions have beliefs about the creation of the world.

· Reflect on the beauty and complexity of the world.

Some pupils will have made less progress and will:

· Describe ways in which they could look after their environment.

· Retell a story about the creation of the world and talk about it.

· Reflect on the beauty and complexity of the natural world.

Some pupils will have made more progress and will:

· Suggest several examples of dangers to the environment.

· Begin to understand some religious beliefs about the creation of the world and the concept of stewardship.

· Reflect and express their ideas about the beauty and complexity of the natural world.

· Know that creation stories are often viewed as a means of conveying a deeper meaning.

	Background information
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	The world about us
Information about the work of Ealing’s park rangers: http://www.ealing.gov.uk/services/leisure/parks_and_open_spaces/ranger_service/ 

Information about the wildlife to be seen in Ealing’s parks: http://www.ealing.gov.uk/services/leisure/parks_and_open_spaces/wildlife_in_parks/ 

Information about the London Wildcare Centre in Walpole park:

http://www.londonwildcare.org/ 

Left, Walpole park, Ealing
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Mind map
	Mind maps

Mind maps were developed in the late 60s by Tony Buzan as a way of helping students make notes that used only key words and images. They are much quicker to make, and because of their visual quality much easier to remember and review. The non-linear nature of mind maps makes it easy to link and cross-reference different elements of the map—which is why hypertext was developed for computers (again initially by a student wanting to make note-taking easier). Peter Russell (http://www.peterussell.com/mindmaps/mindmap.html) joined with Tony Buzan in the mid-70s and together they taught mind-mapping skills in a variety of international corporations and educational institutions.

Peter Russell on how to mind map: http://www.peterussell.com/MindMaps/HowTo.html 
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	Life cycles

Interactive assessment work sheets on life cycles of butterflies and frogs can be found at: http://www.vtaide.com/png/assess.htm
Kew Garden has an interactive website designed for 3-6 year olds called climbers and creepers that looks at some of the creatures to be found in the garden:

http://www.rbgkew.org.uk/climbersandcreepers/home.html 

The BBC website has a little interactive programme where children can watch a plant grow—as long as they continue to keep it watered!

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/5_6/growing_plants.shtml 

Life cycle of a frog (left): http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Themes/frogs/lifecycle.html 
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Pond explorer
	Caring for the environment

Visit the teacher’s pages of the Canterbury Environmental Education Centre (www.naturegrid.org.uk) for ideas and some kid-friendly web pages, including:

On-line books and stories for very young: http://www.sebastianswan.org.uk/teach.html 

Pond explorer: http://www.naturegrid.org.uk/pondexplorer/pondexplorer.html 

Woodland explorer: http://www.naturegrid.org.uk/woodland/woodexplore.html 

Eco-explorer: http://www.naturegrid.org.uk/eco-exp/index.html 
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Genesis story, REonline
	Creation stories 1

For an interactive, illustrated version of the Genesis story see:

http://www.jesusandkidz.com/Creation/Creation1.htm 

REonline’s interactive Genesis story:

http://www.refuel.org.uk/curric/infant_topics/old_testament/old_testament.html 
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	Creation stories 2

The aboriginal story of Tiddalik is a myth about a flood. Tiddalik, the largest frog ever known, awoke one morning with an unquestionable thirst. He commenced drinking and drank so much that there was no water left in the whole world. The land began to dry up, the trees shed their leaves and it was clear that if an action were not taken soon, the animals would begin dying. A council was called and searched in vain for a way out, until a wise old wombat suggested that if Tiddalik could be made to laugh, the water would flow from his mouth and they would be saved. Creature after creature tried to amuse the giant frog, but he just blinked his eyes and ignored them. Finally, the eel or a snake began to dance. The shapes he twisted himself into were so comical that Tiddalik shook with laughter. Out gushed the water from his mouth, and flowed off to replenish the earth.

(Left) Tiddalik: Stage Seven Readers (Story Chest Series)
Joy Cowley, ISBN: 0868671460
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Red Cross famine relief, Niger
	Dealing with Disaster

Oxfam’s Cool Planet website (http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/kidsweb/index.htm ) has resources on dealing with disasters for older children which might nevertheless give you some ideas:

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/teachers/resources/disasters.htm  

They also have a section on how children are rebuilding their lives after the tsunami:

http://oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/kidsweb/children.htm
http://oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/kidsweb/tsunami/index.htm 
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