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	Ealing Agreed Syllabus: guidance for teachers

	
	Unit title: Special leaders (Jesus)


	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities
	Suggested resources

	Introducing Jesus

	AT1 

Pupils learn that Jesus was Jewish and spent the last three years of his life as a rabbi; they understand that he used different ways to teach, and that he reached out to all different kinds of people.

AT2 

Pupils think about the different means they could use to convey an important message.


	Starter: Ask the children what they know about Jesus and introduce the idea that people of different faith traditions have different views about Jesus.

Development: 

1) Give some background to Jewish life 2000 years ago under Roman rule.

2) Remind children that people are still celebrating Jesus’ birthday 2000 years after the event and give a short explanation of why this is.

3) Explain that Jesus worked as a carpenter until he was 30 and then for three years as a rabbi.

4) Describe some of the different methods he used to teach, e.g. stories (parables in Matthew 13), jokes, questions, actions (Luke 17:15-19), even writing on the ground (John 8:5-11).

Conclusion: Discuss the different ways the children learn, and draw parallels to the different teaching methods Jesus used.


	God’s Big Picture: Tracing the story-line of the Bible, Vaughan Roberts, InterVarsity Press, ISBN: 0830853642

Jesus the Jew, Geza Vermes, Augsburg Fortress Publishers ISBN: 0800614437



	The Beatitudes

	AT1
Jesus taught about God from the Torah, but often put a new interpretation on what the Jews had previously believed. He taught that happiness is linked to the way we choose to live and our relationship to God rather than circumstance.

AT2 

This will be related to the beatitude chosen for more detailed study.


	Starter:  Review that Jesus was a rabbi, a Jewish teacher, and that his teachings were mostly based on the Jewish scriptures, the Torah, with which many of his listeners would have been familiar. Point out that only Christians call the Torah the “Old Testament”, which they contrast to the books of the Bible they call the “New Testament”. 

Development:   

1) Explain that a lot of his teaching is summarised in a Bible passage called ‘the Sermon on the Mount’.

2) In this sermon he talked about happiness.  Discuss the sort of things that make the class happy; also get them to talk about who they know who is happy and why these people are happy.

3) Explain that in the Bible the state of happiness is often called ‘blessed’, and that it is not linked to circumstances, but rather to a person’s relationship with God and how that person tries to live the way God wants.

4) Read a simple version of the Beatitudes to the children and discuss the words that might be unfamiliar.  Why might these personal qualities lead to happiness?  Some of them might seem quite the opposite – not pushing to get one’s own way, for example, might seem a strange idea for happiness!

5) Choose one of the Beatitudes to discuss in depth.  Let the children suggest how it can lead to happiness and if it is a quality that is valued or scorned today. Explain that Jesus was considered to be radical in his day, which was why he had many enemies.   

Conclusion:   Groups could use role-play to demonstrate one of the beatitudes.


	http://www.cist.org/pv/cm/cr3421.htm   (a version of the beatitudes for children)



	Jesus in his time

	AT1

Jesus often had a different attitude towards people as compared to the usual views in the society of the time.  He was not afraid to act in accordance with his beliefs.

AT2

Pupils start to think about how they could treat unpopular classmates more fairly; they also consider that people should not be negatively judged solely on the basis that they do not conform to the expectations of society.

	Starter:   Introduce the idea of differing viewpoints and personal choice: useful examples could be speaking up versus keeping quite when you are unsure of the other person’s reaction, enjoying football (watching or playing) versus reading a good book, eating chocolate, different preference in television programmes.

1) Invite children to suggest what might shape our opinions.

2) Discuss how we can work out what someone else might think without specifically being told: how do we put ourselves in their shoes.

3) Review previous discussion on differing beliefs. Explain that people in Jesus’ time also had varying views about him, including liking and disliking him.

4) Depending on the time available, read some of the following:

· Zaccheus      (Luke 19:1-8)

· Parents of small children    (Mark 10:13-16)

· Simon and Andrew; James and John   (John 1:35-49)

· Jairus   (Luke 8:40-56)

· Two widows   (Luke 7:11-17)

5) Ask children to suggest reasons for the opinions of these examples, explaining why they are giving those reasons.

6) Point out that Jesus was generally helping people, including those who were rejected by society or held in low esteem.

7) Explain that his power to profoundly affect people—including healing them—is one of the reasons Christians believe he is God. 

Conclusion:      Children can discuss how they can help and support people who are unpopular, poor and sick. How can we encourage others to support such members of our society?
	Website with short articles about Jesus as a Jew: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/jesus/bornliveddied.html 

 

	Other points of view

	AT1 

Pupils learn that the Roman and Jewish leaders of the time disliked Jesus.  Today many people follow him as the religious leader of their faith.

AT2 

When we disagree with someone’s point of view, we do not have the right to treat that person badly.  If we express our own point of view we should do so courteously and without aggression.   

	Starter: Review discussion on point of view and remind the class that the people we read about in the last lesson had a positive view of Jesus.

Development: 

1) Explain that some people had poor opinions about Jesus.

2) Read a range of these and discuss what people said, listing the words and phrases on the board, and comparing the favourable opinions from last week with the unfavourable views from several of the following:

· Big headed     (Matthew 13:53-58)

· Too popular    (John 2:13-25)

· Against the government   (Luke 23:1-5)

· Says he is a king   (Luke 23:1-5)

· Mixed with the wrong people   (Matthew 9:9-13)

· Too clever by half   (Matthew 22:15-22)

· Works on the Sabbath   (Luke 6:1-5)

3) Discuss whether it is possible for different opinions to be true or if some are mutually exclusive. (Perhaps an opportunity for role-play here.)

Conclusion:   In groups or pairs, children can sort adjectives or phrases about Jesus into favourable and unfavourable.

Alternatively: Using a postcard as a model, emphasise the importance of choosing the most important things to write in a limited time and space.  Children can write their own viewpoint on one of the templates, individually or in pairs; if time, get children to read their postcard to the class.

	Cards with adjectives and phrases from this lesson and the previous lesson.

Postcard templates (see background information; there are two versions, one slightly more challenging)

Examples of postcards to show and read out

	What Jesus said about himself

	AT1 

Pupils understand that Jesus spoke about himself in metaphorical—i.e. symbolic— terms.
AT2  

Metaphors are a powerful way of expressing ourselves and helping other people to understand us.
 
	Starter:    Review metaphors and the value of using familiar objects and ideas to create a more vivid understanding.  Compare the power of these metaphorical descriptions with more common descriptions of the same thing.   Some examples could be given that are immediately apparent, e.g. about the weather or a recent school event.

Development:    

1) Explain that Jesus often used metaphors to describe himself and read the following examples: light (John 9:4-6), bread (John 6:35) and shepherd (John 10:14).

2) Talk about our need for light, what it does, how we function without it. Remind the children that there was no electricity in Bible times so most activities took place during daylight.  What would Jesus have meant when he said he was the light of the world?

3) Talk about our need for daily food, explaining the role of bread as a staple food and putting it in the context of the diet in Israel at the time. What are we like when we are hungry?   

4) Jesus talked of hunger and thirst as spiritual concepts—why are metaphors particularly useful when describing abstract concepts, particularly ideas that are new to people?

Conclusion: Children could write kind metaphors about each other or people in their families where appropriate.


	

	Easter – the crucifixion

	AT1 

Christians believe that Jesus was crucified and that his sacrifice redeemed human beings from original sin.

They learn that Christians remember his crucifixion on Good Friday and his resurrection on Easter.

AT2 

Pupils think about the advantages linked to forgiveness, even though it can be hard to forgive.


	Starter: Read the Easter story from the Good News version or a Children’s Bible.

Development: 

1) Discuss how the crowd had turned against Jesus in the context of their desire for a worldly king (the longed for Messiah) who would lead them to deliverance from Roman rule. Contrast this to Jesus’ desire to establish the Kingdom of God on earth, i.e. that he was more concerned with spiritual, rather than material concerns.

2) Discuss why the Romans wanted to put Jesus to death (e.g. he was considered to be a powerful charismatic figure who would continue to stir up trouble).

3) Briefly discuss the difference between the idea of a Messiah and that of a Saviour, pointing out that the Jews of his time were looking for a king (Messiah = ‘anointed one’; Jewish kings were anointed) who would lead them to victory. In contrast, Christians view Jesus as a Saviour, the means by which they can enter fellowship with God.

4) Explain the reasons Christians believe he died.  Discuss the concept of forgiveness and that many Christians believe that because of Jesus’ sacrifice, their sins will be forgiven if they have faith in him and repent their sins. 

5) Talk about why it is hard to forgive and discuss a hypothetical context in which the outcomes are different depending on whether you choose to forgive or not to forgive.

6) Use the story of the keys (see background information) or a similar story to illustrate the fact that genuine forgiveness requires a person to let go of the even that caused the upset or hurt; that it is ‘in the past’ and gone as irrevocably as the keys are gone—time to move on!

Conclusion: In pairs or individually, draw up a charge sheet against Jesus. Alternatively, use hot-seating to examine the figure of Barabbas. (Note: If there isn’t time for the next lesson, a brief explanation of the resurrection could be given so that children know that Christians do not believe that Jesus stayed dead.)
	Introduction to ‘hot-seating’: http://www.english-teaching.co.uk/ll/hotseatingpg.pdf
 

	Easter – resurrection

	AT1 

Christians believe that Jesus was brought back to life (resurrected) three days after the crucifixion.

They believe that they will also be resurrected when Jesus returns to earth.

AT2

We can experience a wide variety of feelings when someone dies.   These feelings are legitimate.


	Starter:   Tell the story of Easter morning.  Write the names of the people mentioned on the board.

Development:

1) Discuss the various feelings felt by the characters in the Easter story—e.g. confusion, distress, sadness, wonder—linking these to the role of the various characters whose names are on the board.

2) Give the children an opportunity to think about how they might have felt in the above circumstances.   

3) Discuss how this determines what Christians believe about life after death, and that   Christians refer to the resurrection as victory over death.

4) In groups, children could write a short news report or prepare a radio interview with people who were there, taking into account the points of view and feelings of these observers.

Conclusion:   The lesson could be closed by reading John 20:24-30 and linking Thomas’ exclamation in Verse 28 with the concept of changing point of view, i.e. he had previously called Jesus ‘teacher’, and now refers to him as ‘my Lord and my God’.


	


	Key words
	Jesus, rabbi, Messiah, Saviour, prophet, beatitudes, kingdom, parable, mercy, grace, forgiveness

	Points to note
	· It is offensive to Muslims for Jesus to be referred to as Lord.

· Because he is a prophet in Islam, if there are Muslim children in the class, the class should not be asked to draw a picture of Jesus.

· Muslims do not believe that God would allow a prophet to be crucified; they also believe that Judas was crucified and that Jesus went to heaven without dying. Both Christians and Muslims expect the return of Jesus.

· Although they do not believe he was a god, Muslims do believe that Jesus was perfect because they believe that all prophets are perfect.


Outcomes

At the end of this unit, most pupils will understand:

· that Jesus is a special leader for Christians.

· that Christians believe Jesus to be divine.

· that Christians believe he was incarnated (i.e. born as a human being) on earth about 2000 years ago.

· that Christians believe he taught about God’s kingdom.

· that Christians believe that he was crucified as a means of ensuring forgiveness for humankind and that he was subsequently resurrected.

Some pupils will have made less progress and will understand:

· that Jesus is a special leader for Christians.

· that Christians believe Jesus lived on earth about 2000 years ago.

· that Christians believe Jesus is God’s son and that he now lives in heaven.

Some pupils will have made more progress and will understand all of the above. In addition they will understand:

· that Christians, Muslims and Jews believe in the one God that Abraham worshipped.

· that both Christians and Muslims expect Jesus to return to earth at a future time.

· that Muslims believe he was a prophet and, as such, perfect, but not divine.

· that Muslims believe he did not die but was taken to heaven alive, hidden from view by a cloud.

	Background information
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Christ Accused by the Pharisees (detail)

Duccio di Buoninsegna (c 1255-1317)

Web Gallery of Art
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Render unto Caesar

Anton Dorph (1831-1914)
Christian Theological Seminary

	For thousands of years, the Jewish people living in the Middle East were subjected to foreign rule (Egyptian, Syrian, Babylonian, Persian, Greek, Roman, etc.) with only brief periods of independence. In the first century BCE, Romans ruled the area known as Palestine (modern day Israel), where Jesus was born and lived his life. In the hierarchy of power, the Jewish government reported to the authority of the local Roman government (King Herod), who in his turn reported to Rome (Emperor Caesar).

· The Roman government practiced syncretism, i.e. they accepted all religious beliefs, philosophical teachings, and government systems as reflections of a larger system—the Roman system. They practiced one of the first “one country, two systems” policies, pronouncing that all people had religious freedom, political freedom, and freedom of thought; at the same time they maintained a strict control.  

· The Jews were unwilling subjects, distrusting and often hating the Roman Empire, often with good reason. At the time of Jesus’ birth, the local Roman ruler, King Herod, had ordered a massacre of all Jewish baby boys born at the time. Herod was also responsible for placing idols within the precincts of the Jewish temple. 

· The Jews tried hard to maintain their cultural and religious identity, dividing the world into two types of people: Jewish and Gentile (non-Jew). 

· Although the Jews were granted freedom in both their governing system, and in maintaining their own traditions, the Romans required that everything be ultimately subject to Roman authority. For example, Jewish citizens were under the authority of the Jewish court system (the Sanhedrin), yet all rulings for the death penalty were sent to the Roman government.  

In Jesus’ time the Jewish religious and governing system was divided between two parties: the Pharisees, the ‘people’s party’, who taught the law and traditions of Israel’s patriarchs, and who insisted on strict conformity to Jewish law, and the Sadducees, wealthy and conservative leaders who rejected the traditions in favour of political and religious cooperation with the Romans. Jesus rejected the Pharisees’ strict adherence to the minutiae of Jewish law. At the same time, contra to the practice of the Sadducees, he believed that politics and religion should be kept separate: “Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.”
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The Sermon on the Mount
 © Laura James

www.laurajamesart.com
	The Beatitudes (from Latin, beatitudo, happiness) is the name given to the well-known first portion of the Sermon on the Mount as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 5: 1-12). Some of the same verses are also found in the Gospels of Luke and Thomas. In this part of the sermon, Jesus describes the qualities of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven showing how each is/will be blessed. In Jesus’ vision, the kingdom of heaven was everything that came under the sovereignty of God. The Beatitudes do not describe many separate individuals, but rather the characteristics of those who are deemed blessed by God. Some scholars believe that the opening of the sermon was meant to shock the audience as a deliberate inversion of standard values, but that today this shock value has been lost owing to our familiarity with the text.

A more literal translation of the Greek word traditionally rendered as ‘blessed’ or ‘happy’ might be “possessing an inward contentedness and joy that is not affected by the physical circumstances.” Each of the Beatitudes presents a situation in which the person described would not be described by the world as ‘blessed,’ yet Jesus declares that they truly are blessed, and with a blessing that outlasts any type of ‘happiness’ the material world has to offer.

Visit Wikipedia’s article on the Beatitudes to see some of the varying ways they have been interpreted and re-interpreted.

	Metaphors of forgiveness: the story of the keys

Ashley was jumping up and down with excitement as the family prepared to go on holiday.

‘Don’t do that on the boat,’ said his brother Corey, ‘it might sink.’

Their dad laughed as he moved quickly past with a pile of clean tee shirts.   ‘Don’t worry Corey,’ he said.   ‘We couldn’t drive the car onto a ferry that would sink if you jumped.’  Corey was still a bit worried. He simply couldn’t imagine a boat that was large enough to take cars as well as people.

A few hours later he saw the ship as mum slowly drove the car onto the ferry and parked carefully.  In a few hours they would be in France and driving to their campsite.

‘Well, we don’t want to sit in the car,’ said Dad, and they got out to enjoy the fresh air and look at England growing smaller.  Ashley took the keys from mum and she brought a picnic from the boot.

After they had eaten the food, the family moved to the rail of the ship to watch the wake of the ship.   

‘Are we nearly there?’ asked Corey.   

‘No,’ replied Mum.  ‘If you look in both directions you can’t see land at all.  Perhaps we are half way over.’

‘Hooray,’ cried Ashley, leaning and jumping at the same time.  ‘We’ll soon be there then,’ and as he shouted and jumped the heavy bunch of keys flew out of his hand and made a wide arc before falling into the waves below.

Ashley watched as they hit the water and looked at his mum and dad.  His mum had seen the keys fly over the ship’s rail, and seeing their faces, dad and Corey quickly guessed what had happened.

‘Maybe, we could ask the captain to turn the ship around,’ said Corey quickly, hoping to get his brother out of trouble.

‘I don’t think so,’ said Dad grimly.   ‘I don’t think we will see those keys again.’

‘If the ship turned a diver could go down,’ said Ashley, hoping to avoid the telling off he was expecting.

‘It is much too deep,’ said Mum.  ‘Any other ideas?’ she added.

‘We could lower a magnet on a fishing line,’ suggested Corey hopefully.

‘Where?’ asked Dad.

‘Er…back there,’ said Ashley helpfully.

‘Even if we could go back, we could not find the right place,’ Mum pointed out. ‘The surface of the sea looks the same all over. So if we could send down a diver or a magnet, we would simply not know where to send either.’

‘No,’ said Dad.   ‘It is impossible for us to ever see those keys again.  What a good thing that I have a spare set!’

Ashley was so relieved that he started jumping up and down again, and this time Corey joined in.

The idea behind this story is that the keys could not be retrieved.  Similarly genuine forgiveness means that something is in the past and should no longer enter ones thoughts or be talked or gossiped about.  If one claims to have forgiven, then one should not be telling others about what someone else has done. A Biblical metaphor for divine forgiveness is that it is as if God puts our wrongdoings in the deepest trench of the deepest ocean—and put up a notice saying “no fishing.” 


Scheme produced by Judy Johnson, West Twyford Primary School, London Borough of Ealing

Guess who I have met!

Pretend that you are a small child 2000 years ago.  Write this postcard to a parent or friend telling them about this person Jesus whom you have met.   Design stamps for your card.



Guess who I’ve met!

Pretend that you are a small child 2000 years ago.  Write this postcard to a parent or friend telling them about this person Jesus whom you have met.   Design stamps for your card.





  Dear ______________





  Guess who I met today by the 


  lake.  It was Jesus.  He


   _________________________________________________		______________________________________


  ___________________________		_____________________


 ___________________________		_____________________


  Love from  __________________








  Dear ______________





  Guess who I met by the lake today.  It was


  Jesus.  He  ___________________		


  ___________________________		  ___________________________		_____________________


 ___________________________		_____________________


 ___________________________		_____________________


 ____________________________		______________________


  Love from  __________________
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