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	Ealing Agreed Syllabus: guidance for teachers

	
	Year 12: Creation


	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities
	Suggested resources

	To consider the natural world and the students’ relationship with other living things.

To explore the life of St Francis and gain an understanding of Christian perspective and teaching from aspects of his lifestyle as regards interaction with the natural world.

To develop a greater understanding of creation and ascertain how the world began according to the Jewish/Christian story of creation.

To consider ways in which the natural world is harnessed by humans.

To appreciate Buddhist belief re: interaction with the environment and how nothing is permanent.

	1. Introduction to the natural world. What makes up the living world? How can we care? Create a picture of the living world and record responses re care.

2. Living in harmony with animals. Ask about their favourite animals and animals that might frighten the students. Identify animals from lists. How do we care for local animals? Record ideas.
3. Use the Big Book to tell the story of St Francis of Assisi. Respond to detail / use of additional artefacts / worksheet re the person of St Francis.
4. Create a class book displaying simple scenes from St Francis’ life. Each student to receive an image to colour and/or a statement to add; higher attaining students can create own statement. As class view book.
5. Biblical story of creation. Use posters to introduce Jewish and Christian people. Read creation story from the Beginner’s Bible, or show the online flash version on http://kids4truth.com/eng_creation.htm (Note: This is a lovely flash film, but be aware that after the film is finished it switches to a page with encouragements to tell others about ‘the one true God’. It is best if you close the website down at this point.) 

6. Watch and record responses to the Story of Creation video. 

7. Stewardship. Ask class to name things for which they are responsible (e.g. looking after their clothes). Explain that Jews and Christians believe that God gave humans dominion over the animals, which means that they must be responsible for them. Worksheet re: the ways in which humans use animals and plants. What is responsible use and what is irresponsible.

8. The Bodhi tree. Use a variety of Buddhist artefacts and pictures to elicit Buddhism. Show a picture of a lotus/examine a plastic/artificial lotus. Alternatively, make an origami lotus (practice first!): http://www.cleo.net.uk/index.php  Where does the lotus grow?
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9. Ahimsa: what does it feel like when someone or some thing hurts you? Buddhists believe it is very important not to hurt any living things. What does a Buddhist monk eat? How would you make a meal for a monk?

10. Show a picture of a Tibetan mandala and then show a video from Youtube or other video website of the creation of a mandala in sand. Show video of the destruction of the mandala, symbolising impermanence. If you have any coloured sand, let the pupils feel it flow through their fingers. Make simple sand paintings.

11. Prayer flags.  Show pictures of Buddhist prayer flags.  Students to create prayer flags with different flags representing different emotions.
	American Veterinary Medical Association has animated videos of how to care for a pet and a variety of worksheets to print: http://www.avma.org/careforanimals/kidscorner/default.asp
RSPCA education site: http://www.rspca-education.org.uk/ Has quizzes and videos

St Francis (Lives & Times) 
by Penelope Harnett, Heinemann Library, 1997, ISBN 0431024766 

978-0431024769
Worksheet for sequencing events on each of the seven days of the Biblical creation story: 

http://www.dottieandbuzz.co.uk/prog2/index.html 
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Story of Creation video: Tommy Nelson, Pub, 1997 ISBN-10: 084998680X 

ISBN-13: 978-0849986802
Oak tree ecosystem: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/img/bioaktree.jpg 
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Tibetan monks creating a sand mandala




Outcomes

At the end of this unit, pupils at foundation level will:

· will be able to respond to experiences giving sensations of the natural world, such as access to different textures to simulate animal skins

· will be able to respond to and interact with a variety of artefacts and audio-visuals presenting the natural world
At the end of this unit, pupils at intermediate level will:

· will be able to respond to images and textures of animals and plants, displaying likes and interests

· will be able to respond to artefacts and audio-visual stimuli, interacting with specific detail 

· will be able to use key words / sign in their response

At the end of this unit, pupils at advanced level will:

· will be able to talk about the natural world in more detail

· will be able to refer to the key elements of the Judeo-Christian creation story

· will be able to provide a suitable meal for a Buddhist monk without assistance

· will be able to reflect and talk about their sand mandalas and prayer flags in detail
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