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WELCOME TO EALING SACRE

This leaflet is intended to give you some background information about the role of SACREs, how Ealing’s SACRE works and contact details.  If you have any other questions or do not understand anything in the leaflet please ask other members at the next meeting or contact the chairs or officers listed on page 6.

PURPOSE OF SACRES 

(Standing Advisory Councils for Religious Education)
Since the Education Act of 1988, every local education authority (LEA) is required to set up a SACRE, the main purposes of which are:  

· to monitor the implementation of the agreed syllabus for religious education in schools and to review the syllabus every five years—or more frequently if necessary. 

· to advise the LEA on the implementation of the statutory requirement that each school provides a  daily act of collective worship. 

· to consider applications from schools that wish to take advantage of the provisions of the 1988 Act and opt for a determination which allows for collective worship that is other than mainly or wholly Christian in character. 

SACREs may also discuss other relevant issues concerning the religious and spiritual development of children in school, and communicate its views to the cabinet, the portfolio holder children’s services and the director schools service.

COMPOSITION OF SACRES

As the Local Education Authority responsible for forming Ealing’s SACRE, Ealing Council invites appropriate bodies to send representatives to take part at meetings.

SACREs are composed of four committees, which represent religious, community and educational interests as following: 

1. Church of England committee
2. Other faiths committee
This committee is composed of representatives of denominations and faiths other than the Church of England, and the council tries to ensure that representation on this committee truly reflects the local community.

3. Teachers' committee

This committee is drawn from members of teachers unions recognised by Ealing Council, which tries to ensure that all points of view are represented.

4. Local authority committee 

A committee composed of members of the council who represent the local authority (LA) according to the political balance at the time.

SACREs may also co-opt representatives of other communities on a non-voting basis. Currently Ealing’s SACRE includes representatives of:

· foundation schools in Ealing 

· the British Humanist Association.

The letter accompanying this leaflet will inform you which committee you are a member of, or whether you are a co-opted representative.

AIMS OF EALING’S SACRE

How children and adults see each other’s religious traditions is a sensitive issue, one that reflects the health of a multi-cultural and multi-faith society. This is especially important in such a diverse borough as Ealing, and on the whole our schools have a good reputation as regards creating the kind of environment where students feel comfortable sharing their experiences. 

Religious education is a subject particularly suited to encouraging tolerance and the broadening of horizons, and it is our hope that the work of Ealing’s SACRE is helpful and supportive of schools in this regard. We are also now working towards contributing to understanding and co-operation in British society by participating in local social cohesion initiatives. 

TERM OF OFFICE

Initially your term of office will last until the first meeting of the Cabinet held after the next local elections in April 2006.  This is the remaining term of office for the member you have replaced.  SACRE is reformed after the elections and the term of office of members after that is 4 years until the next election.

MEETINGS OF SACRE
1. How often are meetings held?

Meetings of the Ealing’s SACRE are held three times a year, one in each school term. 

2. Where are meetings held?

Meetings are usually held at Ealing Town Hall.

3. How will I know when and where the next meeting is?

The covering letter with this leaflet will inform you of the date of the next meeting.  

Members are informed of the dates of meetings for the coming year in April/May.  However, you will be reminded of the date of the next meeting at the end of the previous meeting.  In addition, the agenda, which is sent out one week before the next meeting, will confirm where and when the meeting will be held, and what items are to be discussed.

4. What if I cannot attend a meeting?

If you cannot attend a meeting, please let SACRE’s clerk know as soon as possible.  The clerk can then give your apologies for absence to the meeting.

Your community/organisation can also provide for occasions when you cannot attend by naming another person as your substitute. 

You are asked to try to regularly attend meetings so that they are quorate.  Inquorate meetings prevent SACRE fulfilling its purpose and achieving its aims because it cannot make any decisions.

If you do not attend three consecutive meetings your membership will end.  The clerk will write to you after two absences to remind you that if you miss another meeting your membership will end. 

5. What happens at a meeting?

Meetings start at 7.30pm, with coffee, tea and biscuits available from 7. You are asked to arrive in good time so that you and the other members of the committee have the opportunity to fully discuss the items on the agenda.

Each of the constituent committees may have a pre-meeting before the main meeting to consider the items on the agenda.  These may be held from 6.30pm on the night of the main meeting or at another time whichever is more convenient for members of that committee.

6. How will I know what will be discussed at the meeting and how can I contribute?

All members are encouraged to contribute.  However monitoring RE provision in schools and considering applications for determinations usually means that there is considerable business to get through. The chair and a pre-arranged agenda provide the necessary order to ensure that everyone on the committee—approximately 40 members—has an opportunity to contribute. The committees work well together, as ensuring quality religious education in Ealing’s schools is our prime aim, rather than propagating religious or political differences.

The chair of SACRE and the LA Liaison, supported by the clerk, prepare the agenda.  The information given on the agenda and any reports attached to it are intended to help you prepare for the meeting so that you can participate fully in the discussions. If you have an item or an issue that you feel ought to be considered by SACRE, please contact one of these people and ask for it to be included.

7. How are decisions made?

Items on the agenda are usually discussed until mutual agreement is reached.  However, if mutual agreement cannot be reached—or when there is an issue to be voted on—each of the four committees has one vote, which is decided in committee by majority. 

8. How are the chairs of the committees selected?

The local authority is responsible for appointing the chair for full SACRE, and the four committees elect the vice-chair. Each of the four committees elects its own chair, who acts as the main spokesperson for that committee. 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR EALING’S SACRE 2005

Chair of SACRE:
Councillor Eileen Harris

Tel: (020) 8578 9839


Email: harrisr@ealing.gov.uk
Vice-Chair of SACRE:
Rev Prebendary Neil Richardson


Tel: (020) 8578 1543


Email: neil@holycross.ndo.co.uk

Clerk to SACRE:
Mr Ben Thomas


Tel:  (020) 8825 8429


Email: thomasb@ealing.gov.uk
SACRE consultant and LA Liaison:
Ms Nora Leonard


Tel:  020 8825 7329


Email: nleonard@ealing.gov.uk

Chairs of the four Committees:

Church of England Committee:
Mr Geoff Edwards

 
Tel: (020) 7932 1155 


Email: geoff.edwards@london.anglican.org
LA Committee:
Councillor Eileen Harris 


(Contact details as above.)

Other Faiths Committee:
Dr Joy Barrow 


Tel: (01895) 621789


Email: JoyBarrow@aol.com
Teachers’ Committee:
Ms Helen O'Neill 


Tel: (020) 8767 6009


Email: helen_onsacre@ yahoo.co.uk
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