Year 2 Narrative - Unit 4

Extended stories/Significant authors
(3 weeks)

This is the final unit in a block of four narrative units in Year 2. It builds on children’s experience and knowledge from the previous three units. Phases 1 and 2 are designed to run concurrently so that children hear an extended text read aloud while also having the opportunity to write a longer story themselves. This unit can be linked to many other curriculum subjects and themes.

Phase 1
Read an extended story by a significant author as a serial. Summarise the plot and look at links between events. Make predictions at key moments in the story. Track a particular character and notice ways that they change. Analyse pieces of dialogue, re-enact and improvise new dialogue. Evaluate the story and discuss techniques used by the author to sustain the reader’s interest.

Phase 2
Children plan and write a sustained story independently. Provide story ideas and support for planning and writing by working with groups during the writing process. Discuss and agree success criteria based on learning in previous units. Provide class teaching on particular aspects of writing: composing compound sentences and using subordination; temporal connectives. Children review their own writing and decide how it should be presented to the class (on paper or on screen).

Phase 3
Groups work together to dramatise a scene from one of the stories they have written. They present it to the class who then evaluate the performance and make constructive comments.

Overview
· (Reading, response, analysis): Begin reading an extended story by a significant children's author as a serial story. Continue throughout the unit and have other longer stories available for children to read independently. At key moments in the story, use improvisation and discussion to explore what could happen next. Children note their own ideas and check and confirm their predictions as you read on. Keep a record of key events and review the structure of the story. Discuss techniques used by the author to sustain the reader's interest. 

· (Writing): Children work independently to plan and write their own sustained story with a logical sequence of events. They include elements from reading, for example characterisation, setting, story language, and add detail and dialogue to sustain the reader's interest. 

· (Speaking and listening): Groups of children work on a short dramatised presentation of a key moment in one of their stories. They decide on roles and practise to produce a polished performance for the rest of the class. 

1998 Framework objectives covered:
Year 2, Term 3: T10 write sustained stories; T12 write simple evaluations of books read and discussed.

Year 2 Narrative - Unit 4 - Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

The links below take you to the relevant strand objectives to ensure effective planning for core skills.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

2. Listening and responding 
· Respond to presentations by describing characters, repeating some highlight and commenting constructively

4. Drama 
· Present part of traditional stories, their own stories or work drawn from different parts of the curriculum for members of their own class

5. Word recognition: decoding (reading) and encoding (spelling) 
· Read independently and with increasing fluency longer and less familiar texts 

· Spell with increasing accuracy and confidence, drawing on word recognition and knowledge of word structure, and spelling patterns 

· Know how to tackle unfamiliar words that are not completely decodable 

· Read and spell less common alternative graphemes including trigraphs 

· Read high and medium frequency words independently and automatically 

6. Word structure and spelling
· Spell with increasing accuracy and confidence, drawing on word recognition and knowledge of word structure, and spelling patterns including between inflections and use of double letters 

· Read and spell less common alternative graphemes including trigraphs 

7. Understanding and interpreting texts
· Give some reasons why things happen or characters change

8. Engaging with and responding to texts
· Engage with books through exploring and enacting interpretations

9. Creating and shaping texts
· Sustain form in narrative, including use of person and time 

· Select from different presentational features to suit particular writing purposes on paper and on screen 

10. Text structure and organisation
· Use appropriate language to make sections hang together

11. Sentence structure and punctuation
· Compose sentences using tense consistently (present and past)

12. Presentation
· Wordprocess short narrative and non-narrative texts

Year 2 Narrative - Unit 4 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Explain reasons for events in stories with reference to characters' actions and motives. 

· Work collaboratively in a group, taking turns and reaching agreement. 

· Identify story elements: characters, setting, and key events. 

· Plan a story by making notes under the headings Opening, Something happens, Events to sort it out, Ending. 

· Write simple and compound sentences. 

· Use temporal connectives. 

· Use the third person and past tense consistently in narrative writing. 

Year 2 Narrative - Unit 4 - Suggested teaching approaches

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Note: Phases 1 and 2 are designed to run concurrently.

Phase 1: Reading; response; analysis (12 days - to run alongside phase 2)

Teaching content:
· Begin reading an extended story by a significant children's author as a serial story. Continue throughout the unit. Make brief notes summarising the plot as you read and encourage children to comment or raise questions. Keep a record of key events and review the structure of the story at intervals. 

· Look at the way that one event leads to another. Select extracts from the story that demonstrate cause and effect so that children can reread together. Ask children to give explanations of why things happen in the story. 

· At key moments in the story, use improvisation and discussion to explore what could happen next. Children note their own ideas and check and confirm their predictions as you read on. 

· Focus on a particular character and reread extracts from the text together to gather information about that character. Build on previous work by asking children to consider what the character might be thinking and feeling. Look at ways that characters change during the course of the story. 

· Select key pieces of dialogue to read together and talk about how they move the story on or reveal more about a particular character. Children could work in small groups to enact pieces of dialogue and improvise further conversations, for example What would these two characters say if they met at this point in the story? Encourage children to speak clearly and use intonation. 

· At the end of the serial story, demonstrate how to write an evaluation of the book, commenting on important aspects. Discuss features of extended stories, for example more complicated plots, finding out more about characters. Discuss techniques used by the author to sustain the reader's interest, for example cliff-hangers at the end of chapters. 

· Have other longer stories available for children to read independently. Support children in selecting and reading whole books on their own: for example, give a group copies of the same book, ask them each to read up to a certain point and then discuss it together. 

Learning outcome:
· Children can make predictions about a text and discuss the way characters develop across a story.
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Phase 2: Writing (12 days - to run alongside phase 1)

Teaching content:
· Introduce the independent writing task: children plan and write their own sustained stories. Build on work in previous units to agree the ingredients they will need to write their stories: characters, setting, events in a logical sequence leading to the ending. 

· Discuss ideas for these ingredients and provide support if needed, for example cards with pictures of settings, characters and key events for children to mix and match. Children talk in pairs to develop their story ideas. Children then plan independently, making notes under headings and using arrows to link events, as demonstrated in previous units. 

· Discuss expectations and agree success criteria for the finished stories: a logical sequence of events; complete sentences grouped together to tell the different parts of the story; temporal connectives to link each part; story language; consistent use of the third person and past tense; descriptions of characters and setting; some dialogue. 

· Children write independently over several days. They follow their story plans, rehearse sentences orally, reread and check as they are writing. Work with guided writing groups to review writing and offer support as appropriate. 

· Focus on specific teaching points with the whole class at intervals, and encourage children to use them in their own writing. 

· Explore different ways to combine more than one idea in a sentence using oral and written activities. Demonstrate how to compose sentences with subordination for time and reason, for example The children rushed home as soon as school was over. 

· Review the use of temporal connectives to make the sections of their story hang together. 

· Once they have finished writing, children review their own work using the criteria agreed by the class and make changes or improvements. 

· Individuals decide how to present their finished stories so that other class members can read them (on paper or on screen), for example adding illustrations or making them into books. 

Learning outcomes:
· Children can plan a story that has a logical sequence of events. 

· Children can write an extended narrative with: 

· a logical sequence of events 

· sentences grouped together 

· temporal connectives 

· consistent use of the third person and past tense. 
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Phase 3: Speaking and listening (3 days)

Teaching content:
· Groups of children work collaboratively on a short dramatised presentation of a key moment in one of their stories. They decide on roles and practise to produce a polished performance for the rest of the class. 

· The audience respond to the presentation, talking about the highlights and making constructive suggestions about changes or improvements. 

Learning outcomes: 

· Children can work as a member of a group to present a scene from a known story to an audience. 

· Children can respond to presentations by making constructive comments. 

Year 2 Narrative - Unit 4 - Building assessment into teaching

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years 

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/ 

Phase 1
Demonstrate understanding of and engagement with a longer story by making and checking predictions, raising questions and reflecting on character development (questioning during whole-class discussion).

Phase 2
Plan and write an original story that has: a logical sequence of events; complete sentences grouped together to tell the different parts of the story; temporal connectives to link each part; story language; consistent use of the third person and past tense; descriptions of characters and setting; some dialogue (marking, self-assessment against agreed success criteria).

Phase 3
Work collaboratively in a group to enact a scene from a story and present it to the class (teacher observation).

Year 2 Narrative - Unit 4 - Key aspects of learning

For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years 

Evaluation
Children will discuss success criteria for their written work, give feedback to others and judge the quality of their own writing.

Social skills
When developing collaborative writing children will learn about listening to and respecting other people's ideas.

Self-awareness
As they work on an extended piece of writing children will learn how to organise their own work and how to maintain their concentration to complete a polished story.

Communication
Children will develop their ability to discuss as they work collaboratively in paired, group and whole-class contexts. They will communicate outcomes orally, in writing and through ICT if appropriate.

Year 2 Narrative - Unit 4 - Resources
· Developing early writing, Ref: 0055/2001  

· Aspects of narrative: extended stories
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/nls_aspects/404307/nls_aspects_extendedstory.pdf (PDF 251kb)

· Aspects of narrative: story structure
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/nls_aspects/404275/nls_aspects_storystructure.pdf (PDF 348kb)

· Writing flier 1 - Improving writing and 2 - Writing narrative, Ref: 0532/2001
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63353/nls_teachwriting053201imp01.doc 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63353/nls_teachwriting053201narr2.pdf 

· Learning to learn: key aspects of learning across the primary curriculum, Ref: 0526-2004 G, from Learning and teaching in the primary years
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/learning_and_teaching/1041163/
· Speaking, listening, learning: working with children at Key Stage 1 and 2, Ref: 0627-2003 G
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/818497/pns_speaklisten062403acts.pdf and the accompanying video clip of Year 1 Recount work, Ref: 0628/2003 (PDF 757kb)
