Year 2 Poetry - Unit 1

Patterns on the page
(2 weeks)

Note: The suggested time required for this unit (two weeks) is for guidance only, and the unit can be delivered flexibly to suit school and class needs, links to cross-curricular planning and the length of terms.
Children hear, read, respond to and write poems with particular patterns. They focus on the playful exploration of language and its potential use, without necessarily being constrained by 'making sense'. For this unit, it is more important that the texts used are selected as representing different structural and language patterns than that they tie in with any particular subject matter or theme. The meaningful communication of observation and experience is the focus of Year 2 Poetry unit 2.

Phase 1
As a class and in groups, children hear, read and respond to a range of poems with different patterned structures. Children then explore the different patterns created, both by the ways words and phrases are used and sequenced, and by the way the text is laid out on page or screen. They sort poems according to their pattern type and then perform some of them in appropriate fashion.

Phase 2
With extensive contribution from and involvement by children, the teacher models and explores writing in several different patterned forms. Opportunities are taken to focus on playful and inventive language choices, further developing children's vocabulary and their word reading and writing skills in the process.

Phase 3
Following on from this modelling, children in pairs or individually (possibly then working with a response partner) write their own simple patterned texts (on paper or on screen), developing their writing from a given beginning, following a given pattern or within a given frame. Outcomes are then shared and discussed. 

Overview
· Children hear, read, respond to and write poems with particular patterns. They focus on the playful exploration of language and its potential use, without necessarily being constrained by 'making sense'. (The meaningful communication of observation and experience is the focus of Year 2 Poetry Unit 2.) 

· As a class and in groups, children hear, read and respond to a range of poems with different patterned structures. They then explore the different patterns created, both by the ways words and phrases are used and sequenced, and by the way the text is laid out on page or screen. They sort poems according to their pattern type, and then perform some of them in appropriate fashion. Note: For this particular unit, it is more important that the texts are selected as representing these different structural and language patterns than that they tie in with any particular subject matter of theme. 

· With extensive contribution from and involvement by children, the teacher models and explores writing in several different patterned forms. Opportunity is taken to focus on playful and inventive language choices, further developing children's vocabulary and their word-reading and writing skills in the process. 

· Following on from this modelling, children in pairs or individually (possibly then working with a response partner) write their own simple patterned texts (on paper or on screen), developing their writing from a given beginning, following a particular pattern or within a given appropriate frame. Outcomes are then shared and discussed.

1998 Framework objectives covered: 
Year 2, Term 1: T7 and T12 learn, reread and recite favourite poems, taking account of punctuation; comment on aspects such as word combinations, sound patterns and forms of presentation; use simple poetry structures and substitute own ideas.

Year 2 Poetry - Unit 1 - Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

The links below take you to the relevant strand objectives to ensure effective planning for core skills.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking 

· Speak with clarity and use appropriate intonation when reading and reciting texts 

2. Listening and responding 

· Respond to presentations by describing characters, repeating some highlight and commenting constructively 

3. Group discussion and interaction 

· Ensure that everyone contributes, allocate tasks, and consider alternatives and reach agreement 

· Work effectively in groups by ensuring that each group member takes a turn challenging, supporting and moving on 

· Listen to each other's views and preferences, agree the next steps to take and identify contributions by each group member 

4. Drama 

· Consider how mood and atmosphere are created in live or recorded performance 

5. Word recognition: decoding (reading) and encoding (spelling) 

· Read independently and with increasing fluency longer and less familiar texts 

· Spell with increasing accuracy and confidence, drawing on word recognition and knowledge of word structure, and spelling patterns 

· Know how to tackle unfamiliar words that are not completely decodable 

· Read and spell less common alternative graphemes including trigraphs 

· Read high and medium frequency words independently and automatically 

6. Word structure and spelling 

· Spell with increasing accuracy and confidence, drawing on word recognition and knowledge of word structure, and spelling patterns including common inflections and use of double letters 

· Read and spell less common alternative graphemes including trigraphs 

7. Understanding and interpreting texts 

· Explore how particular words are used, including words and expressions with similar meanings 

8. Engaging with and responding to texts 

· Explain their reactions to texts, commenting on important aspects 

9. Creating and shaping texts 

· Draw on knowledge and experience of texts in deciding and planning what and how to write 

· Make adventurous word and language choices appropriate to the style and purpose of the text 

· Select from different presentational features to suit particular writing purposes on paper and on screen 

12. Presentation 

· Write legibly, using upper and lower case letters appropriately within words, and observing correct spacing within and between words 

· Form and use the four basic handwriting joins 

· Wordprocess short narrative and non-narrative texts 

Year 2 Poetry - Unit 1 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Talk about favourite words or parts of a poem. 

· Notice a poem's pattern. 

· Perform in unison, following the rhythm and keeping time. 

· Imitate and invent actions. 

· List words and phrases or use a repeating pattern or line. 

Year 2 Poetry - Unit 1 - Suggested teaching approaches

Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading, responding to and analysing texts (4 days)

Teaching content:
· Read and allow children to respond in various ways to a range of patterned poems. These should include several different examples of poems that use repetition or sequencing to create patterns, for example of sounds, words, phrases, lines; and those that make visual patterns on the page or screen, for example using verses, cablegrams. 

· Practise and read the texts in unison, exploring ways of using and emphasising their pattern. 

· Provide practical activity that allows children to explore the patterns of the poems, possibly adding music, movement, etc. 

· Identify and discuss what the different patterns are. Consider how they are made, how they could be continued, how they could be varied. Sort and classify the poems according to pattern type, but remembering that there are no correct answers - some poems may embody several different patterns, etc. 

· Consider the effect of various patterns on the listener or reader. Explore this through paired discussion and activity. 

· Model and invent actions to be performed when reading or reciting the poems that will emphasise their pattern. Perform. Children listen to or watch others in the class and discuss the performance. 

Learning outcome:
· Children can listen to and read and perform poems, identifying different patterns in their language use and structure. 
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Phase 2: Modelling writing (3 days)

Teaching content:
· Select a particular poem (pattern) as a model. Discuss its pattern and then demonstrate the writing of a new poem to the same model. 

· Involve children in generating and discussing ideas, and making language choices for the new poem: discussing in pairs, writing suggestions on 'show me' boards, etc. 

· Establish a pattern and then discuss or demonstrate how it can be continued. 

· Focus on interesting, inventive (and possibly amusing) language choices to make or continue the pattern rather than on trying to convey meaning. 

· Use the opportunity to develop vocabulary and word reading or writing skills. 

· Perform (read aloud) the poem as it is being created to see how it works. Demonstrate how you can improve and develop it as you go along. 

· Discuss simple criteria for a good pattern poem, then evaluate the writing just done against these. 

· Repeat this stage with different contrasting patterns: number, letter and word sequences, repeated words, phrases and lines (possibly forming a simple chorus), shapes on the page or screen, etc. 

Learning outcomes:
· Children understand how to play with interesting and inventive language choices to create or continue particular patterns. 

· Children know how to go about writing a pattern or shape poem of their own. 
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Phase 3: Children exploring language and writing (3 days)

Teaching content:
· Following the models demonstrated and working in small groups or pairs (or individually with a response partner) children draft their own poems, using language playfully to follow a particular pattern or sequence, or to create a particular shape. 

· Share and discuss the written outcomes. Agree simple criteria and evaluate their effectiveness. 

· Repeat with other quite different patterns or shapes. 

· Poems are put together to form a class display, book or ICT presentation. 

Learning outcome:
· Children can write a simple poem of their own, playing with interesting and inventive language choices to create or continue a particular pattern. 

· Ensure that children also have a daily phonics or spelling session lasting at least 15 minutes and use every opportunity to demonstrate how to apply phonic knowledge in reading and writing. 

*Note: Although this unit is planned in three sequential phases for clarity, in practice it may be preferable to interleave phases 2 and 3, for example, demonstrating writing to a particular pattern or model and then allowing children to explore the same pattern in their own writing before returning to further demonstration and follow-up.

Year 2 Poetry - Unit 1 - Building assessment into teaching

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/.

Phase 1
Listen to, read and perform poems; identify different patterns in poems' language use and structure during whole-class discussion and guided reading (teacher observation).

Phases 2 and 3
Understand how to play with interesting and inventive language choices to create or continue particular patterns; during shared, guided and independent writing, write a simple poem, playing with interesting and inventive language choices to create or continue a particular pattern (teacher observation, response partners, marking and feedback against success criteria).

  

Year 2 Poetry - Unit 1 - Key aspects of learning

For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/.

Enquiry
Children will play games and ask questions about the patterns they can find in poems.

Reasoning
Children will explain the ways in which poems are patterned, and how those patterns could be continued or varied.

Evaluation
Children will discuss criteria for effective pattern poems, give feedback to others and judge the effectiveness of their word and presentational choices.

Communication
Children will begin to develop their ability to discuss patterns in the poetry and to create their own using carefully chosen words and phrases. They will sometimes work collaboratively in pairs and groups. They will communicate outcomes orally and in writing (possibly including ICT).

Year 2 Non-fiction - Unit 2 – Resources

The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Developing early writing, Ref: 0055/2001, unit 13: Explanation; glossary  
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63337/ 

· Writing flier 8 - Explanation: cause and effect, Ref: 0532/2001 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63353/
nls_teachwriting053201exp8.pdf (PDF 190 Kb) 

· Boys' writing flyers, Ref: 1170/2005 G 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/1128197/ 

· Speaking, listening, learning: working with children in Key Stages 1 and 2, Ref: 0627-2003 G 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/818497
/pns_speaklisten062403acts.pdf (PDF 757 Kb) 

· The National Curriculum in action website includes examples of explanation writing in other subjects at Year 2 
http://www.ncaction.org.uk/search/index.htm 

Resources for Year 2, Non-Fiction, Unit 2, Reports in zipped file on primary framework website
