Year 3 Non-fiction - Unit 2

Instructions
(3-4 weeks)

This is the second in a block of three non-fiction units in Year 3. It can be readily linked to other curriculum subjects and themes. The unit has three phases, with oral or written outcomes and assessment opportunities at regular intervals.

Phase 1
Analyse varied instructional texts, revising key organisational features and identifying language conventions.

Phase 2
Children plan and orally rehearse instructional sequences. They record a process and use this to draft instructional texts.

Phase 3
The teacher demonstrates how to write an instructional text. Children revise and finalise draft texts, evaluating their effectiveness as instructional sequences.

Overview
· Read and compare examples of instructional texts. Review the common features and make critical judgements about how effective the instructions are. Analyse more complicated instructions and identify organisational devices to make them easier to follow. 

· Research a particular area, for example playground games, and work in small groups to prepare a set of oral instructions. Try out with other children and evaluate effectiveness. Prepare clear written instructions, for example for a playground game, to contribute to an alphabetically ordered class text. 

1998 Framework objectives covered: 

Year 3, Term 2: T12, T13, T14 and T15 read and follow instructions; identify different purposes of instructional texts, evaluate usefulness and make comparisons; understand different ways to organise instructional texts; T16 write instructions using a range of organisational devices and sequencing correctly.

Year 3, Term 3: T24 make alphabetically ordered texts. Use IT to bring to a published form.

Year 3 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

The links below take you to the relevant strand objectives to ensure effective planning for core skills.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking 

· Explain process or present information, ensuring that items are clearly sequenced, relevant details are included and accounts are ended effectively. 

3. Group discussion and interaction 

· Use talk to organise roles and action. 

· Actively include and respond to all members of the group. 

6. Word structure and spelling 

· Spell unfamiliar words using known conventions including grapheme/phoneme correspondences and morphological rules. 

7. Understanding and interpreting texts 

· Identify how different texts are organised, including reference texts, magazines and leaflets, on paper and on screen. 

9. Creating and shaping texts 

· Make decisions about form and purpose, identify success criteria and use them to evaluate their writing. 

· Select and use a range of technical and descriptive vocabulary. 

· Use layout, format, graphics, illustrations for different purposes. 

10. Text structure and organisation 

· Signal sequence, place and time to give coherence. 

· Group related material into paragraphs. 

11. Sentence structure and punctuation 

· Show relationships of time, reason and cause, through subordination and connectives. 

· Compose sentences using adjectives, verbs and nouns for precision, clarity and impact. 

12. Presentation 

· Write with consistency in the size and proportion of letters and spacing within and between words, using the correct formation of handwriting joins. 

· Develop accuracy and speed when using keyboard skills to type, edit and re-draft. 

Year 3 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Respond to and follow both oral and written sequences of instructions. 

· Explain organisational features of texts, including alphabetical order, layout, diagrams, captions, hyperlinks and bullet points. 

· Compose sentences using tense consistently (present, past and imperative). 

Year 3 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Suggested teaching approaches

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading and analysis of instructional texts (5 days)

Teaching content:
· View extracts from a popular children's magazine or art TV programme that have 'make and do' sections. Detail and highlight a basic sequence of instructional steps. 

· Children orally rehearse instructional steps, recording key imperative statements in note form. 

· Demonstrate drafting written instructions from notes, deciding on the most suitable language features, for example the use of carefully chosen adjectives and adverbs. 

· If using a TV programme, download from the programme website an instructional fact sheet for the item viewed. Compare the class draft with the online version, identifying similarities and differences in form. 

· Provide a range of instructional extracts within varied text sources, for example children's comics, magazines and model kits. Children analyse a range of texts studied, deciding on which instructions are easiest to follow and why others are less effective. 

· Identify and record for reference common characteristics such as linear chronology. 

Learning outcomes:
· Children can recognise the structure and language features of an instructional text. 

· Children can express a view clearly as part of a class or group discussion. 
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Phase 2: Oral rehearsal; analysis; note-making and drafting (6 days)

Teaching content:
· Decide on curricular focus, for example Year 3 technology or another curriculum subject or theme. 

· Children plan a logical sequence for the activity and orally rehearse and refine the detail of instructions. Record the activity with a digital video camera for reference. 

· Using rehearsal session notes, for example video footage and diagrams, children draft the instructional sequence. 

· Children research or create appropriate illustrations and graphics to support the instructional sequence. 

· Include some spelling sessions during this period drawing on appropriate objectives from spelling bank: lists of words and activities for KS2 spelling objectives http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63313/ 

Learning outcome:
· Children can orally produce instructions, evaluate their effectiveness and develop them into a chronological sequence. 
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Phase 3: Writing and evaluating instructional texts (4 days)

Teaching content:
· Demonstrate how to write an instructional text. Use the opportunity to demonstrate appropriate imperative simple sentence structure and punctuation (see Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2000, Year 3 unit 3 http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/). 

· Children write their own instructional text following the same structure. 

· Children read and follow instructional texts written by peers. Discuss how effective the texts are to follow with reference to the use of appropriate language features. 

Learning outcome:
· Children can write an instructional text using selective adverbial language, sequenced imperative statements and presentational features such as bullet points or numbering. 

 Year 3 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Building assessment into teaching

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/
Phase 1
Identify the purpose of the key conventions within instructional texts; evaluate the effectiveness of sample texts against agreed criteria (feedback, teacher observation).

Phase 2
Speak as part of an oral rehearsal building on a chronology; evaluate the rehearsal identifying appropriate imperative vocabulary (self-assessment, draft notation, teacher observation).

Phase 3
Write instructional text using notes made from texts read; use selective adverbial language, sequenced imperative statements and presentational features such as bullet points or numbering (marking and feedback against agreed success criteria).

Year 3 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Key aspects of learning

For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/
Information processing
Children will process information from a range of media and use the information for their own instructional sequences.

Reasoning
Children will explain their opinion about the effectiveness of instructional texts against agreed criteria.

Evaluation
Children will have regular opportunities to watch videos of their own oral rehearsals and use these to improve their sequencing and use of imperative vocabulary.

Social skills
When orally rehearsing instructions children will learn about relating to the other group members effectively.

Communication
Children will work collaboratively in paired, group and whole-class contexts. They will communicate outcomes orally, in writing and through ICT if appropriate.

Year 3 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Resources

The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Extracts from popular children's magazine or art TV programme that have 'make and do' sections 

· Range of instructional extracts within varied sources, for example children’s comics, magazines and model kits 

· Digital video camera 

· Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2000, Year 3 units 3 and 13 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/ 

· Speaking, listening, learning: working with children in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 group discussion and interaction section 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy
/818497/pns_speaklisten062403acts.pdf (PDF 757 Kb) 

· Spelling bank: lists of words and activities for KS2 spelling objectives Year 3 objective 8 (This is currently being amended in response to the recommendations of the Rose Report on early reading and the revision of the literacy framework. An updated version will be available on the web site by Easter 2007).
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63313/ 

· Writing flier 6 - Instructions 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63353
/nls_teachwriting053201inst6.doc (MS WORD 611Kb) 

· Learning to learn: key aspects of learning across the primary curriculum, Ref: 0526-2004, from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/ 

