Year 4 Poetry - Unit 1

Creating images
(2 weeks) 

Children read and respond to a range of poems and prose extracts that use similes and other simple images to create a vivid picture for a reader. Explore and create similes. Write poems experimenting with the use of simile. Subject matter for the poems can be drawn from other curriculum areas or related to cross-curricular themes.

Phase 1
Read a number of poems that use similes and other simple images to create a vivid picture. Perform poems, individually or in groups, using actions and sound effects where appropriate to heighten awareness of the language and imagery used. Respond to the poems in a variety of ways, for example through dance, drama and art. Consider what the poems are about and discuss the poet's use of language, identifying distinctive features, such as similes and other devices. Consider why poets might have chosen to use language in the way they did.

Phase 2
Explore what a simile is though various games. Model planning and writing a new poem based upon those read in previous sessions. Children write their own poem using similes and other devices to create imagery.

Phase 3
Children write a poem based on a different model, using similes and other devices to create imagery. Outcomes are shared, discussed and performed or published as a class book, using presentation software or online as a podcast.

Material and ideas for this unit can be drawn from Teaching writing, narrative, poetry and plays: 

Poetry Y4 T1 poems on a theme 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/
nls_teaching_writing/404257/666417/nls_npp_poem_y4t1themes.pdf
Poetry Y4 T2 writing poems based on other poems, includes specific examples of writing based on poems by Miroslav Holub and Michael Rosen 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/
nls_teaching_writing/404257/666421/Poetry_Y4T2.PDF
Note: Although this unit is planned as a 2-week sequence, teachers may prefer to deliver it in two separate weeks, working right through each of the three phases in each of the weeks, but with different poems and experiences for each.
Overview
· Children hear, read and respond to a range of poems, and possibly some prose extracts, which use similes and simple images to create a vivid picture. They then explore what similes are and create their own. Finally they write their own poems based on one or more of the poems read and experiment with the use of similes. Subject matter for poems both read and written could well be drawn from subject areas correlated to cross-curricular themes. 

· As a class and in groups, children hear and read a number of poems which use similes and other simple images to create a vivid picture. They perform some of the poems, individually or together, using actions and sound effects where appropriate to heighten awareness of the language and imagery used. They are encouraged to respond to these poems in a variety of ways, for example through dance, drama and art. They consider what they think the poems are about and discuss the language of each, identifying distinctive features, particularly the use of similes and other simple word pictures. They consider why the writer might have chosen to use language in the way they did. 

· First children explore what a simile is though various games and through playfully creating their own. Then, with extensive contribution from and involvement by children, the teacher selects a poem from those read as having a distinctive style and/or pattern and then models and explores the planning and writing of a new poem based upon or borrowing from it. The emphasis is on the imaginative and careful selection of words and phrases to paint a vivid picture. Opportunity is taken to further develop children's vocabulary and their understanding of similes and other simple images in the process. Children (possibly working in groups or pairs) are encouraged to try writing in a similar form to that modelled, still with the emphasis on the playful use of language. 

· Following further modelling of the writing process, including possibly making preliminary word/phrase collections, etc., children write a poem of their own based on a different distinctive model selected from those read, and incorporating what they have learned about using similes and other simple images. Time is given to children playfully exploring possible language choices before and during writing. Outcomes are then shared, discussed and possibly performed or published. The ICT medium can provide interesting and engaging ways of demonstrating writing, stimulating and collecting ideas (e.g. on an interactive whiteboard), of recording and sharing performance (e.g. digital video, web casting) and of publishing outcomes (e.g. multimedia presentation, email or website). 

1998 Framework objectives covered: 

Year 4, Term 2: T5 understand the use of figurative language in poetry; T11 write poetry based on the structure and/or style of poems read.

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 1 - Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

The links below take you to the relevant strand objectives to ensure effective planning for core skills.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking
· Respond appropriately to the contributions of others in light of differing viewpoints. 

6. Word structure and spelling
· Use knowledge of phonics, morphology and etymology to spell new and unfamiliar words. 

7. Understanding and interpreting texts
· Explain how writers use figurative and expressive language to create images and atmosphere. 

8. Engaging with and responding to texts
· Read extensively favourite authors or genres and experiment with other types of text. 

· Interrogate texts to deepen and clarify understanding and response. 

· Explore why and how writers write, including through face-to-face and online contact with authors. 

9. Creating and shaping texts
· Develop and refine ideas in writing using planning and problem-solving strategies. 

· Choose and combine words, images and other features for particular effects 

12. Presentation 
· Write consistently with neat, legible and joined handwriting. 

· Use word processing packages to present written work and continue to increase speed and accuracy in typing. 

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 1 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Describe the effect a poem has and suggest possible interpretations. 

· Discuss the choice of words and their impact, noticing how the poet creates 'sound effects' by using alliteration, rhythm and rhyme and creates 'pictures' using similes. 

· Perform individually or chorally; vary volume, experimenting with expression and use pauses for effect. 

· Experiment with wordplay. 

· Use powerful nouns, adjectives and verbs, experimenting with alliteration. 

· Write simple free verse; borrow or create a repeating pattern.

Year 4 Poetry - Unit 1 - Suggested teaching approaches

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. English as an Additional Language (EAL) learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading and responding to texts (4 days)

Teaching content:
· During shared and independent sessions, read a number of poems using similes and other linguistic devices to create a vivid picture. Poems chosen could relate to a single theme. 

· Support children to rehearse and perform some of the poems as individuals or in groups, using actions and sound effects where appropriate to heighten awareness of the language and imagery used. 

· Encourage children to respond to these poems in a variety of ways, for example through dance, drama and art, and in writing using reading journals. 

· Consider what they think the poems are about and discuss the poets' use of language. During shared and independent sessions, analyse the poems identifying distinctive features, particularly the use of similes and other simple word pictures. List features and display for future reference. 

· Consider why poets might have chosen to use language in the way they did.

· Discuss likes and dislikes, favourite poems, words, phrases, etc., relating views back to the texts. Write and share reviews and recommendations.

Learning outcomes:
· Children can recognise and discuss how poets use language (including similes and other simple images) to create a vivid picture in words. 

· Children have increased the range of poetry of which they are aware and can discuss likes and dislikes, with reasons.
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Phase 2: Language development and shared writing (3 days)

Teaching content:
· Explore similes though various games, for example creating 'random' similes by adding new words to folded papers, looking for likenesses between dissimilar pictures or objects. Encourage children to create their own similes in response to visual images, objects or music. 

· Identify clichés and discuss avoiding their use when writing. 

· Select a poem with a distinctive style and/or pattern, for example one that asks and answers a question, repeats particular words or phrases, follows a predictable development or sequence. Use the poem as a model for further writing. 

· Demonstrate how to gather ideas, create word or idea lists and develop a plan to support writing. Using shared and supported composition, plan and write a new poem based on the model. 

· Demonstrate revising the poem. Emphasise the need for the language to create a vivid image for the reader. 

· Agree success criteria to support the evaluation of final outcomes. Refer to the lists of features compiled earlier. Evaluate and re-draft the writing against the criteria.
Working in groups or pairs children write their own poems. They evaluate and improve their poems against the same criteria.

Learning outcome:
· Children understand how to plan and write a poem based on a model.
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Phase 3: Writing a poem based on a model (3 days)

Teaching content:
· Present and discuss other poems children could use to structure their own poem. 

· Demonstrate how a planning frame can be derived from these poems. 

· Working with response partners, children plan and write a poem of their own based on one of the models offered. 

· Remind children to incorporate similes and other devices that create images for the reader. 

· Provide time for children to explore and discuss possible language choices before and during writing. 

· Evaluate the poems against the agreed criteria. Provide time for children to revise and improve their poems, incorporating suggested changes.Share, discuss and possibly perform or publish the resulting poems. 

Learning outcomes:
· Children can write their own simple poem based on one previously read and analysed. 

· Children can paint a vivid word picture using similes and other simple images.

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 1 - Building assessment into teaching

Phase 1
Identify similes and other simple images; explain their use in creating vivid word pictures (teacher observation, self-assessment).
Phase 2
Create interesting and effective similes, avoiding obvious clichés (teacher observation, self-assessment).
Phase 3
Write a simple poem based on an example from reading (marking and feedback based on agreed criteria).

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 1 - Key aspects of learning

For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/. 

Enquiry
Children will seek the answers to their own and others' questions in their reading.
Information processing
Children will explore and tease out the ideas, thoughts and feelings communicated through the language and forms of poetry.
Evaluation
Children will share their own writing outcomes, as well as those of others. They will discuss success criteria, give feedback to others and judge the effectiveness of their own work.
Reasoning
Children will identify, explore and generate the mental connections represented by various forms of simple imagery - for example simile - a vital aspect of thinking, reasoning and understanding.

Empathy
In discussing and writing about the poems and their images, children will need to imagine themselves in another person's position. They will explore techniques that facilitate this process.
Self-awareness
Children will discuss and reflect on their personal responses to the texts.
Communication
Children will develop their ability to discuss effective communication in respect of both the language and content of poetry they are reading and writing. They will sometimes work collaboratively in pairs and groups. They will communicate outcomes orally, and in writing (possibly including ICT).

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 1 - Resources

The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Writing flier 3 - Writing poetry (Ref: 0532-2001) 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63353/
nls_teachwriting053201poem3.pdf (PDF 61.7kb) 

· Teaching writing, narrative, poetry and plays: poetry Y4 T1 poems on a theme 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/
nls_teaching_writing/404257/666417/nls_npp_poem_y4t1themes.pdf (PDF 239kb) 

· Teaching writing, narrative, poetry and plays: poetry Y4 T2 writing poems based on other poems 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/
nls_teaching_writing/404257/666421/Poetry_Y4T2.PDF (PDF 225kb) 

· Speaking, listening, learning: working with children in Key Stages 1 and 2 (Ref: 0627/2003) 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/818497/
pns_speaklisten062403acts.pdf (PDF 757kb) 

