Year 4 Poetry - Unit 2

Exploring form
(2 weeks) 

This unit is the second of two poetry units in Year 4. Skills are developed in the context of working with ICT to develop the reading, analysis and presentation of published poetry. The unit could be linked to other curriculum subjects or themes. The unit has three phases, with clear assessment opportunities at regular intervals.

Phase 1
Children study poems that can be performed and identify performance techniques. Children read and recite poems discussing vocabulary, structure and language features used to create effects.

Phase 2
Children work collaboratively to organise, rehearse and present their own poetry presentations created through presentation software for a chosen audience.

Phase 3
Children showcase and then evaluate their poetry presentations as an effective way of conveying the theme and style of a published poem.

Overview
· Children hear, read and respond to a range of poems in different simple forms and then write their own poems experimenting with the use of some of those same forms. Subject matter for poems both read and written could well be drawn from subject areas correlated to cross-curricular themes. 

· As a class and in groups, children hear and read a number of poems representing a range of simple forms, without necessarily being told beforehand what each form is. Poems selected could include examples of any or all of: haiku, cinquain, other syllabic forms, prayers (not necessarily from specific religions), songs, simple rhyming forms, for example couplets, list poems, simple shape poems, alphabet and number poems, question and answer poems, monologues, free verse. Children perform some of the poems, individually or together, using actions and sound effects where appropriate to heighten awareness of form. They are encouraged to respond to these poems in a variety of ways, for example through dance, drama and art. They discuss the form of each poem, identify distinctive features, and sort and classify the poems according to their form. They consider why the writer might have chosen to use the particular form they have. 

· With extensive contribution from and involvement by children, the teacher models and explores writing in one or more of the forms previously read. The emphasis is on that imaginative, playful and possibly amusing selection of words and phrases whilst displaying the features of that particular form. Opportunity is taken to further develop children's vocabulary and their word reading and writing skills in the process. Children (possibly working in groups or pairs) are encouraged to have a go at writing in a similar form to that modelled, still with the emphasis on the playful use of language. 

· Following further modelling of the writing process, including possibly making preliminary word/phrase collections, etc., children write a poem of their own based on or describing a personal experience or observation but expressed in one of the specific forms already explored. Time is given to children 'unpacking' their experience and their reactions to it before and during writing and this is extended through talk into their writing. Outcomes are then shared, discussed and possibly performed or published. The ICT medium can provide interesting and engaging ways of demonstrating writing, stimulating and collecting ideas (e.g. on an interactive whiteboard), of recording and sharing performance (e.g. digital video, web casting) and of publishing outcomes (e.g. multimedia presentation, email or website). 

1998 Framework objectives covered: 

Year 4, Term 3: T4 and T6 understand the following terms and identify them in poems: verse, chorus, couplet, no rhyme, rhythm, alliteration; describe how a poet does or does not use rhyme; T7 recognise simple forms of poetry and their uses; T14 and T15 write poems, experimenting with different styles and structures, discuss if and why different forms are more suitable than others; produce polished poetry through revision.

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 2 - Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking 

· Respond appropriately to the contributions of others in the light of differing viewpoints.

7. Understanding and interpreting texts
· Explain how writers use figurative and expressive language to create images and atmosphere.

8. Engaging with and responding to texts 
· Read extensively favourite authors or genres and experiment with other types of text. 

· Interrogate texts to deepen and clarify understanding and response. 

· Explore why and how writers write, including through face-to-face and online contact with authors.

9. Creating and shaping texts 

· Choose and combine words, images and other features for particular effects.

12. Presentation 
· Write consistently with neat, legible and joined handwriting. 

· Use word processing packages to present written work and continue to increase speed and accuracy in typing.

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 2 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Describe the effect a poem has and suggest possible interpretations. 

· Discuss the choice of words and their impact, noticing how the poet creates 'sound effects' by using alliteration, rhythm or rhyme and creates 'pictures' using similes. 

· Use actions, voices, sound effects and simple musical patterns to add to a performance.

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 2 - Suggested teaching approaches

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support. 

Phase 1: Reading and performing poems (4 days)

Teaching content:
· The teacher reads simple patterned poetry texts, for example haiku or cinquain. Through listening, children attempt to identify any features that interest or provoke them. The teacher records suggestions on an IWB notepad for reference. 

· Discuss how spoken rhythm, stress and emphasis help bring poetry to life and how different reading styles may change emphasis. 

· Children study text versions of poems and, using the notepad notes, identify language features that helped to interest or provoke them. 

· In groups, children study a range of poetry to identify different patterns of rhyme and verse in poetry, for example choruses, rhyming couplets, alternate line rhymes. 

· Children identify one text and discuss its theme, content and any particular stylistic features, for example humorous verse. 

· Children then read this text aloud and experiment with different ways to present it effectively orally. 

· The teacher demonstrates use of recording software available on laptops to highlight the potential of how a poem might be performed, for example echo, changes to speed and overdubbing effects.Children experiment with software to create simple recorded phrases based on poems studied in shared reading sessions. 

Learning outcomes:
· Children listen for and use some technical terms in discussion of poems. 

· Children understand how the use of expressive and descriptive language can create effects or generate emotional responses. 

· Children can experiment orally with phrases and words to create different effects and responses.
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Phase 2: Planning and creating poetry presentations (4 days)

Teaching content:
· The teacher demonstrates using a simple graphics program, for example greyscale, stencil effects, how to manipulate a photograph taken with a digital camera. 

· The different versions of the image are placed within presentation software and children discuss the different effects that can be created. 

· In groups, children choose a poem studied within the shared reading sessions. They plan and photograph with a digital camera a series of images, for example landscapes, objects and people that represent the 'feel' of the poem. 

· The images are manipulated with an art package to generate a particular effect and imported into presentation software. 

· Children assign speaking roles for their poem and, using laptop recording software, record their poem in sections. 

· These sections are then manipulated to add vocal effects, for example echo, sound effects, changes to speed and overdubbing effects.

· Children decide on the effectiveness of their soundtrack and images in conveying the poem as a presentation. 

· After any alterations, children import their soundtrack into presentation software to accompany their images as a completed presentation.


Learning outcome:
· Children can plan, organise and create an ICT-based poetry presentation that involves each member of the group.
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Phase 3: Showcasing and evaluating poetry presentations (2 days)

Teaching content:
· The class view presentations to evaluate each group's work. The key features of the poems presented are reviewed and presentations are evaluated against this review. 

· Children evaluate presentations through self-assessment and peer assessments following agreed criteria set against knowledge of poetry form, for example is the humour of the poem clearly emphasised? 

· A viewing session is undertaken with an appropriate audience. 

· Presentations are downloaded onto the school website or internal network for the rest of the school community to access.

Learning outcome:
· Children can reflect on and evaluate the quality of their own and their peers' poetry presentations.

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 2 - Building assessment into teaching

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/. 

Phase 1
Express opinions about a range of poetry forms, making clear reference to appropriate text and language features to support their ideas as part of class and group discussion (teacher observation, self-assessment).

Phase 2
Work as part of a group to organise roles and include each person (teacher observation, group and self-assessment).Organise and create a poetry presentation using presentation software, with soundtracks and images effectively used to engage the audience and make the meaning clear (teacher observation, self-assessment).

Phase 3
View presentations of other groups and evaluate against class-agreed criteria; offering constructive advice and examples of how to develop work. Evaluate their own group presentations against criteria of how effectively the poem has been presented, stating, for example: The sound and images showed the suspense of the poem (teacher observation, peer assessment and self-assessment).

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 2 - Key aspects of learning

Self-awareness
Children will discuss and reflect on their personal responses to the texts.
Reasoning
Children will explain their opinions about different poems and use particular words and phrases to support or illustrate their ideas.
Creative thinking
Children will have the opportunity to respond imaginatively to the stimulus of a first-hand experience and may be able to express their response by presenting poetry through sound and image to enhance its meaning.
Evaluation
Children will have regular opportunities to review their work against agreed success criteria. They will view their own and their peers' presentations and discuss ways to improve them.
Social skills
When designing group presentations, children will learn about relating to the other group members effectively.
Communication
Children will often work collaboratively in pairs and groups. They will communicate outcomes orally, in writing and through ICT.

Year 4 focus on poetry - Unit 2 - Resources

The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Laptops 

· Interactive whiteboard (IWB) 

· Recording software 

· Presentation software 

· Digital cameras and PC upload software 

· Photo editing software 

· Writing flier 3 - Writing poetry, (Ref: 0532-2001)

· Aspects of writing: poetry Y4 T3 writing poems using different forms 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/nls_teaching_writing/
404257/666425/nls_npp_poem_y4t3forms.pdf (PDF 225kb) 
Aspects of writing: poetry Y4 T2 writing poems based on other poems 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/
nls_teaching_writing/404257/666421/Poetry_Y4T2.PDF (PDF 243kb) 
