Year 5 Narrative - Unit 5

Film narrative
(3 weeks)

This is a narrative unit of work based on film which can be taught at any appropriate point during the year. The unit has three phases with oral and written outcomes and assessment opportunities for teachers and children at intervals throughout each phase.

Phase 1
Watch and re-watch the film The Piano by Aidan Gibbons (see resources). Use key points in the film to discuss features and themes. Explore approaches made by the film maker to create moods, pace and viewpoint. Develop children’s film metalanguage by identifying how colour, light, sound and camera angles have been used to tell the narrative. Use a reading journal to record opinions of the narrative.

Phase 2
Children work as part of a group to use drama strategies to explore characters in depth. Devise questions to ask the main characters and work in role to explore more complex emotional issues. Demonstrate growing understanding of characters by writing a short conversation at a key point in the film using the conventions of speech punctuation. Use a reading journal to record inferences and demonstrate understanding of characters by writing in the first person.

Phase 3
Develop a story board for the narrative by capturing and importing key images into a presentation program. Children write their own version of The Piano, organising writing into paragraphs, and create a multimodal presentation of this version including images, voice-over, soundtrack and written text.

Overview
· Watch and rewatch the film The Piano by Aidan Gibbons. Use key points in the film to discuss features and themes. Explore approaches made by the film-maker to create moods, pace and viewpoint. Develop pupils' film metalanguage by identifying how colour, light, sound and camera angles have been used to tell the narrative. Use a reading journal to record opinions of the narrative. 

· Work as part of a group to use drama strategies to explore characters in depth. Devise questions to ask the main characters and work in role to explore more complex emotional issues. Demonstrate growing understanding of characters to write a short conversation at a key point in the film using the conventions of speech punctuation. Use a reading journal to record inferences and demonstrate understanding of characters by writing in first person. 

· Develop a storyboard for the narrative by capturing and importing key images into presentational software. Children write their own version of The Piano, organising writing into paragraphs, and create a multimodal presentation of this version to include images, voiceover, soundtrack and written text.

1998 Framework objectives covered: 

Year 5, Term 1: T2, T3 and T4 compare the structure of different stories; investigate how characters are presented referring to the text; consider how texts can be routed in the writer's experience; T5 understand dramatic conventions; T9 develop an active attitude towards reading seeking answers, anticipating events, empathising with characters and imagining events that are described; T13 record ideas, reflections and predictions about a book, for example through a reading log or journal; T14 and T15 map out texts showing development and structure; write new scenes or characters into a story, in the manner of the writer, maintaining consistency of character and style, using paragraphs to organise and develop detail.

Year 5, Term 2: T13 review and edit writing to produce a final form. 

Year 5 Narrative - Unit 5 - Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

The links below take you to the relevant strand objectives to ensure effective planning for core skills.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking
· Tell a story using notes designed to cue techniques, such as repetition, recap and humour

4. Drama
· Reflect on how working in role helps to explore complex issues

7. Understanding and interpreting texts
· Infer writers' perspectives from what is written and from what is implied 

· Compare different types of narrative and information texts and identify how they are structured

8. Engaging with and responding to texts
· Compare the usefulness of techniques such as visualisation, prediction and empathy in exploring the meaning of texts 

· Compare how a common theme is presented in poetry, prose and other media

9. Creating and shaping texts
· Reflect independently and critically on their own writing and edit and improve it 

· Experiment with different narrative forms and styles to write their own stories

11. Sentence structure and punctuation
· Adapt sentence construction to different text-types, purposes and readers 

· Punctuate sentences accurately, including using speech marks and apostrophes

12. Presentation
· Use a range of ICT programs to present texts, making informed choices about which electronic tools to use for different purposes

Year 5 Narrative - Unit 5 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Identify the different contributions of music, words and images in short extracts from TV programmes or film. 

· Pose probing questions appropriate to purpose. 

· Plan, tell and write complete stories with a clear sequence of events. 

· Use paragraphs to structure a narrative.

Year 5 Narrative - Unit 5 - Suggested teaching approaches
Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading; re-reading; investigating; familiarisation with the text-type (4 days)

Teaching content:
· Shared reading of the visual text The Piano by Aidan Gibbons. Begin to form opinions of the text through paired responses to the film on a puzzles grid (likes, dislikes, patterns and puzzles). Look for and identify any patterns in the narrative. Ask: What questions does the film leave unanswered? Use the IWB file to collect ideas and notes and to act as a working wall for reference and support as the sequence progresses. 

· Use a 'zones of relevance' activity to explore the mood and atmosphere of the short film. In pairs or small groups, children consider words that they think best describe the film, using textual evidence from the film to justify responses. 

· Widen understanding of the film through exploration of film techniques by re-watching and pausing at different points. Explore use of camera angles using key questions and explore different aspects of film literacy. Introduce children to the Cs (character, colour, composition and camera) and Ss (setting, sound, symbol, sequence and story) and use still images to discuss how these aspects affect viewpoints. 

· Encourage children to compare shots taken from the narrative and explore how each affects the viewer and why. 

· Demonstration and shared composition: demonstrate how the visual would appear as a written text. Model the process of turning the use of colour or sound into sentences. Take key visual shots and link to work on complex sentences and developing the use of punctuation for effect. Involve children in suggesting language and appropriate punctuation for effect.

Learning outcomes:
· Children can form opinions and use textual evidence from a film to support and justify responses. 

· Children demonstrate that they can infer authors' perspectives. 

· Children can transfer their understanding of different modes (gestural, visual, sound) to write short descriptions.
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Phase 2: Capturing ideas; writing in role; analysis and investigation of aspects of the text (4 days)

Teaching content:
· Encourage children to pose appropriate and probing questions for the main character. Link to the puzzles children have found while investigating the film Grammar for writing, (Ref: 0107/2000), Year 5 unit 31 http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/. 

· Widen understanding of the main characters through the use of drama techniques to review the characters' behaviour and feelings. With the teacher in role, hotseat the main characters of the film to investigate relationships and motives and help to form opinions of the characters. 

· Use reading journals to record thoughts and opinions of the film and the characters through first-person writing, for example diary entry, thought tracking. 

· Use the IWB file to plot relationships within the narrative. 

· Working collaboratively in small groups, children freeze-frame key events. Ask children to pay careful attention to facial expressions and body language. Digital images of groups' freeze-frames may be taken and used on an IWB to support investigation of thoughts and feelings at key moments. Add speech bubbles and use to compare and explore how what a character might say might be very different to how they are feeling or what they are thinking at a given moment. 

· Use the IWB file to support children's investigation of characters' thoughts and feelings. Write thought bubbles and explore how feelings might change at different points in the narrative. Using their understanding of the characters' feelings children can plot emotions on a mood graph like the one included in the IWB file. 

· With the children, decide on success criteria for writing a short conversation between two characters in the narrative. Draw on sentence-level work and apply in context. 

· Demonstration and shared composition: teacher writes a short conversation between two characters. Demonstrate correct use of speech punctuation Grammar for writing, (Ref: 0107-2000) Year 5 units 35 and 36 http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/. 

· Independent and collaborative writing: children write their own short conversations using digital images and speech bubbles to support the composition. 

· Return to the collaborative success criteria and use response partners to explore writing, and edit and re-draft as necessary. 

· Use reading journals to return to the initial puzzles grid. Children discuss the film's themes and patterns. Make links to children's own reading and other novels and texts with similar themes as they consider their preferences and opinions.

Learning outcomes:
· Children can reflect on how working in role helps to explore some of the complex issues within a film. 

· Children demonstrate that they can use speech punctuation accurately.
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Phase 3: Story-boarding; writing a final version of The Piano to accompany the film as an extra feature on the special edition DVD; creating a multimedia presentation of the final cut of the narrative (7 days)

Teaching content:
· Demonstrate how to capture key images from the text and use them to explore the structure of the narrative. Discuss how the structure of The Piano differs from other narratives read by the class (see Grammar for writing, Year 5 unit 38 http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/). 

· Create a class story board which can be used as a skeleton to help structure written and oral outcomes. 

· In groups or pairs, children select key images from the visual text to tell their version of the narrative. Demonstrate how to import these images into a presentation program to create a storyboard for The Piano. This will act as a structure and plan for children's own writing. 

· Model orally retelling the narrative, using the story board to support. Discuss with children what was successful about the retelling and identify how this could be used to support writing. Add notes to the story board to act as prompts when writing. 

· With the children, identify the success criteria for the writing task. Link to children's writing targets and sentence and word objectives. 

· Demonstration writing and shared composition: write the opening sentences of the story using the visual text to support. Refer back to the zones of relevance vocabulary and the intended mood and atmosphere of the writing. Link this to work on complex sentences and use of punctuation for effect. 

· Supported composition: children write opening paragraphs for their own stories using the IWB files, working walls and storyboards to support. 

· Demonstration writing and teacher scribing: write the development of the narrative; include use of speech punctuation and focus on the agreed success criteria and children's writing targets. 

· Supported composition: children continue to write their own versions of the narrative. 

· Independent writing: children complete their own versions of The Piano using the story boards and working wall or IWB files to guide them. 

· At appropriate times, use response partners to support re-drafting and editing of writing. Use an IWB to project examples of children's writing for editing and improving writing linked to the agreed success criteria and children's needs. 

· When narratives are completed, use modelled and shared techniques to demonstrate how to create a multimedia presentation of versions of The Piano. Demonstrate how to add titles and written text to the visual presentation. 

· Demonstrate how to add a voice-over commentary and sound effects to the narrative. 

· Children work in pairs to develop their own visual text of The Piano, importing key images, adding titles, voice-over and sound effects. 

· At appropriate points during the process, ask children to revisit work and edit as appropriate. Use an IWB to share and review examples of work for improvement. 

· Children work with response partners to evaluate their work against the original audience and purpose.

Learning outcomes:
· Children demonstrate that they can manipulate narrative structure. 

· Children can reflect critically on their own writing and edit and improve it.

Year 5 Narrative - Unit 5 - Building assessment into teaching

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning, (Ref: 0524-2004), from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/.

Phase 1
Form opinions and use textual evidence from a film to support and justify responses; demonstrate that authors' perspectives can be inferred as part of shared and guided sessions; transfer understanding of different modes (gestural, visual, sound) to write short descriptions (teacher observation, paired response).

Phase 2
Reflect on how working in role helps to explore some of the complex issues within a film; as part of shared, guided and independent writing, demonstrate accurate use of speech punctuation (teacher observation and feedback).

Phase 3
During writing sessions manipulate narrative structure; reflect critically on own writing to edit and improve it (self-assessment, marking and feedback against agreed success criteria).

Year 5 Narrative - Unit 5 - Key aspects of learning

For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning,(Ref: 0524-2004)

Enquiry
Children will investigate and ask questions of film to develop their understanding. They will plan and present their own interpretations of film using different modes of communication.

Creative thinking
Children will generate and extend imaginative ideas, to respond to and interpret ideas. They will suggest hypotheses, responding imaginatively through drama and talk, making connections and understanding relationships to create a written outcome.

Information processing
Children will identify relevant information and explore patterns from a range of modes and use this to write their own versions of a visual text.

Reasoning
Children will draw inferences and make deductions to clarify, extend and follow up ideas and conclusions in their oral and written work.

Evaluation
Children will present information orally, through drama and in writing. They will make judgements and justify their views and opinions, drawing on sources to support their evaluations. Children will discuss success criteria, give feedback to others and judge the effectiveness of their own work.

Communication
Children will develop their skills to reflect critically on what they have seen. They will develop their ability to present a narrative through drama, orally and in writing, and reflect critically on their own and others' work.

Empathy
In discussing, writing and working in role, children will develop their skills to recognise and understand the perspectives of other people. They will develop their ability to identify triggers or causes of other people's emotions and actions.

Year 5 Narrative - Unit 5 - Resources


The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy 

· Digital camera and PC upload software 

· Interactive whiteboard (IWB) files 

· Grammar for writing, (Ref: 0107/2000) http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/ 

· Speaking, listening and learning: working with children in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2: drama - making it work in the classroom http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/818497/
pns_speaklisten062403posters.pdf (PDF 467kb) 

· The Piano by Aidan Gibbons

Resources for Year 5, Narrative, Unit 5, The Piano.  Film downloadable from framework site in the following formats: QuickTime, WMV 1.44, 49.0, 44.8, AVI 27.1, MP4 6.37, WAV 25.2
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