Year 5 Non-fiction - Unit 2
Reports/explanations
(4-5 weeks)

This unit is the second in a block of three non-fiction units in Year 5. It can be purposely linked to other areas of the curriculum. For further examples of links to other areas of the curriculum, see the resources section. The unit has four phases, with oral or written outcomes and assessment opportunities at regular intervals.

Phase 1Children revisit the key features of recount texts. They watch a TV interview, then through a hot seating activity they devise questions and evaluate how effective these have been at extracting relevant information.

Phase 2Children analyse recounts drawn from a range of media and identify common features and differences. They summarise and present their findings and revise the use of reported speech.

Phases 3 and 4Children form news teams and research a topic to report. They produce a plan, carry out interviews, collate and analyse the information they have gathered and then write an article or report.

Overview
· This unit could be part of a class topic in which the children are comparing two or more subjects, such as spiders and beetles or solids, liquids and gases and also learning about processes. They could create an information or reference book in which they include reports and explanations. The information will be gleaned from both practical work and from texts (on paper and on screen) during which the children will practise their research skills. 

· Model the use of a comparative grid rather than a spidergram for making notes for the report. In groups the children organise the search for information, reviewing what is known, what is needed, what is available and where they might search. They will be expected to use dictionaries and other alphabetically ordered texts efficiently and appraise potentially useful texts quickly and effectively. They should evaluate the texts critically by comparing how different sources treat the same information and begin to look for signposts that indicate the reliability of a factual source. 

· In order to obtain certain pieces of information, they could conduct an interview in which they use some of the questioning techniques they have learned in a previous unit. 

· Examine some of the reports and explanations in the reference texts and note features of impersonal style such as complex sentences, use of passive voice, hypothetical language (if...then, might, when the...) and technical vocabulary. Note the use of words and phrases to make sequential, causal or logical connections (e.g. while, during, after, because, due to, only when, so) in the explanations and the words and phrases of comparison in the report. 

· The children create plans for the information text drawing on knowledge of text types to decide form and style for different elements including reports and explanations, composing, editing and refining, focusing on clarity, conciseness and impersonal style and recording and acknowledging sources.

1998 Framework objectives covered:
Year 5, Term 2: T15 and T19 evaluate texts critically by comparing how different sources treat the same information; read a range of explanatory texts, investigating and noting features; T22 and T23 plan, compose, edit and refine short non-chronological reports and explanatory texts, using reading as a source, focusing on clarity, conciseness and impersonal style; record and acknowledge sources in own writing.
Year 5 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Objectives
To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking
· Use and explore different question types and different ways words are used, including in formal and informal contexts

2. Listening and responding
· Identify different question types and evaluate their impact on the audience 

· Identify some different aspects of talk that vary between formal and informal occasions

3. Group discussion and interaction
· Plan and manage a group task over time using different levels of planning 

· Understand different ways to take the lead and support others in groups 

· Understand the process of decision making

4. Drama
· Reflect on how working in role helps to explore complex issues

6. Word structure and spelling
· Know and use less common prefixes and suffixes, such as im-, ir-, -cian 

· Group and classify words according to their spelling patterns and their meanings

7. Understanding and interpreting texts
· Make notes on and use evidence from across a text to explain events or ideas 

· Compare different types of narrative and information texts and identify how they are structured

8. Engaging with and responding to texts
· Reflect on reading habits and preferences and plan personal reading goals

9. Creating and shaping texts
· Reflect independently and critically on their own writing and edit and improve it 

· Adapt non-narrative forms and styles to write fiction or factual texts, including poems 

· Create multi-layered texts, including use of hyperlinks and linked web pages

10. Text structure and organisation
· Experiment with the order of sections and paragraphs to achieve different effects 

· Change the order of material within a paragraph, moving the topic sentence

11. Sentence structure and punctuation
· Adapt sentence construction to different text-types, purposes and readers 

· Punctuate sentences accurately, including using speech marks and apostrophes

12. Presentation
· Adapt handwriting for specific purposes, for example printing, use of italic 

· Use a range of ICT programs to present texts, making informed choices about which electronic tools to use for different purposes
Year 5 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Recall the language features and organisation of recount texts and reports. 

· Use a range of questions to elicit relevant information. 

· Understand the difference between direct and reported speech.

Year 5 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Suggested teaching approaches

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Listening in order to retrieve information; framing questions; making notes of answers; drawing conclusions about quality and usefulness of information received (2 days)

Teaching content:
· Introduce the unit of work highlighting the key objectives, success criteria and outcomes. 

· Revisit previous relevant learning. Remind children that they have been introduced to this type of text in previous years. 

· Show a video clip of an interview that illustrates good questioning designed to elicit information about something that has happened. Select an interview related to an issue relevant to children's concerns and interests, for example, a post-match analysis from a sports programme or news report, or a popular music channel interview. 

· Discuss with the class how they can identify that this is a recount and what the purpose of a recount is. Discuss the types of questions used, which were the most successful and why. 

· Identify a character for a hotseat interview. For example, choose a real figure from some aspect of history that children have studied. 

· Ask children to work in pairs or small groups to frame questions for the hotseating activity with the teacher or other adult in the hotseat. Questions are designed to elicit the maximum information about something the character has witnessed or taken part in. 

· Ask children to evaluate and record the characteristics of the most effective questions they asked: What was similar/different about their questions? Which produced the most information? What were the characteristics of the most effective questions? Did the most effective questions have anything in common, for example did they begin with particular kinds of words? 

· Collate responses on a comparative grid for discussion of differences in quality or effect between these questions. 

· Discuss generic structure and language features. 

· Provide one spelling session over this period.

Learning outcome:
· Children demonstrate an understanding of the most effective questioning techniques to elicit high quality information.
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Phase 2: Analysis of text; identification of most successful style; revision of reported speech, paragraphing, use of connectives; presentation of reasoned response (4 days)

Teaching content:
· Collect a range of recounts to read from different media, such as newspapers, e-newspapers and magazines, including children's magazines. Include examples that make use of interviews or that quote or report the comments of others. 

· Ask children to work in pairs or groups to investigate the features of these recounts, making links to previously watched news reports, interviews, etc., and compare and contrast style. Think-pair-share and record. 

· Through class or group discussion establish key features, commonalities and differences. 

· In shared reading, use some of the examples of recounts to investigate; highlight their structure, style, and presentation and discuss purpose and audience. 

· Refer children back to the video extract they watched at the start of the unit and ask them to consider and evaluate the key similarities and differences between oral and written recounts. 

· Revise the work covered in Year 4 on activities related to reported speech.
Also cover activities related to paragraphing based upon models of the recounts already analysed; activities related to use of connectives and flow of language, both oral and written; activities at word level - synonyms for said. 

· Task: identify key features of recount (see Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2000 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/) - events recounted as they occurred; generally in the past tense; focus on individual or group; use of specific names or quotations. 

· Children again work in pairs or small groups. They make decisions about the quality of recount text seen and prepare to present findings and articulate reasons for deciding on the quality of recounts. 

· Groups assist each other by providing feedback regarding the quality of presentation and logic and clarity of explanation. 

· Children return to their pairs or groups to discuss the feedback.

Learning outcomes:
· Children can identify the features of the most successful recount text. 

· Children can understand the differences between the punctuation of reported and direct speech. 

· Children can write in paragraphs appropriately and use connectives well to improve the flow of writing.
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Phases 3 and 4: Writing recount text; working in teams and understanding the role of leadership and team ethics; preparation of research plans; evaluation, editing, improvement of initial writing; presentation in variety of styles (7 days)
Teaching content:
· Introduce or remind children of what they are going to produce, for example a class newspaper, magazine or e-newsletter. 

· Identify through small-group and class discussion a range of events that would lend themselves to the use of interviews as part of the process for gathering information for the writing of a recount: ideally events of school and local significance to children which both make the writing task meaningful and enable children to interview participants or observers of those events. 

· Identify with children the success criteria for the task. 

· Children move into small groups to act as news teams to gather, analyse and interpret information gained via interviews. 

· Each team agrees team roles. They discuss roles and responsibilities, the purpose and function of leadership and team membership. 

· Demonstrate or model the creation of a research plan. Individual news teams then create their own research plan with a rationale for selecting interviewees and potential questions identified for those interviews. 

· Demonstrate or model the use of note-taking in interviews to prepare the teams. Emphasise the distinction between quotations and reported speech (refer to earlier activities). Consider the use of digital sound recorders to assist children in carrying out their interviews. 

· Teams gather together to review, evaluate and constructively critique the plans of other teams. 

· Teams review the feedback received, and edit and improve their own plans. 

· Teams undertake interviews to collect information related to the event they are to recount. 

· Teams work together to assess the quality and usefulness of the information gathered and begin to formulate ideas for presenting the recount. 

· Recounts are written individually, edited in pairs and team, improved and re-presented. Share examples of children's writing in progress for discussion. Model editing and improving writing linked to the agreed success criteria and children's needs. 

· The presentation can be a newspaper report, radio report, TV report, for example using video cameras with simple digital editing programs, magazine article, e-report or web page (consider hyperlinking from or to the school website). Possibly compile group recounts into a class newspaper, TV-style news programme, etc. 

· Provide three or four spelling sessions over this period.

Learning outcomes:
· Children can write a recount text using notes made from interviews. 

· Children can use appropriate language and grammar.

Words for both reading and spelling will be drawn from curriculum areas that link most appropriately with this unit.

Word reading strategies: use shared reading opportunities to demonstrate how to read longer words. 

Year 5 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Building assessment into teaching

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning, Ref: 0521-2004 G, from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/. 

Phase 1
Demonstrate an understanding of the most effective questioning techniques to elicit high quality information (teacher observation, quality and relevance of questions produced, feedback from children and teacher).

Phase 2
Identify the features of the most successful recount text; understand the differences between the punctuation of reported and direct speech; write in paragraphs appropriately and use connectives well to improve flow of writing (feedback from other children, teacher observation).

Phases 3 and 4
Write a recount text using notes made from interviews; use appropriate language and grammar (marking and feedback against agreed success criteria).

Year 5 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Key aspects of learning
Enquiry
Children will seek, interpret and use the answers to their own questions as well as those of others in their activity throughout this unit.

Information processing
Children will know where to find information and understand what is relevant and locate this within sources. They will use strategies such as scanning, skimming and using an index to locate information. They will identify the most relevant information from different sources and use this as a basis for writing.

Evaluation
Children will compare and evaluate the effectiveness of recount texts in a variety of forms. They will share their own writing outcomes, discuss success criteria, give feedback to others and judge the effectiveness of their own work.

Communication
They will develop their ability to discuss effective and relevant communication in respect of both the form and the content of the non-fiction texts they read or access and write or create. They will often work collaboratively in pairs and groups. They will communicate outcomes orally and in writing.

Year 5 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Resources
The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy:

· Video clip of an interview that illustrates good questioning to elicit information

· Range of recounts from different media, such as newspapers, magazines, e-newspapers

· Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2000 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/
· Speaking, listening and learning: working with children in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2: speaking flier 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy
/818497/pns_speaklisten062403posters.pdf (PDF 467 Kb)

· Writing flier 5 - Recount: it happened like this..., Ref: 0532/2001 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy
/63353/nls_teachwriting053201reco5.pdf (PDF 139Kb)

· History case study from Learning how to learn: Key aspects of learning across the primary curriculum, Ref: 0526-2004 G, pp. 8-12, from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/
· The National Curriculum in action website includes examples of recount writing in different curriculum areas at Year 5 
http://www.ncaction.org.uk/search/index.htm 
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