Year 6 Literacy revision - Unit 3
(2 weeks)

This unit is specifically designed to revisit and revise the reading of poems, and is probably best placed in the late spring or early summer of Year 6, prior to the National Curriculum tests.

Children practise reading poetry texts and answering questions about them.

Note: In order to ensure children's enthusiasm and engagement throughout this revision unit, it is essential to ensure that the content of the reading material and subject matter for the writing activities is lively and engaging. It can be drawn from any other curriculum area or areas or integrated into any theme.
Year 6 Literacy revision - Unit 3 - Objectives 
To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking 

· Use the techniques of dialogic talk to explore ideas, topics or issues

3. Group discussion and interaction 

· Understand and use a variety of ways to criticise constructively and respond to criticism

7. Understanding and interpreting texts 

· Understand underlying themes, causes and points of view 

· Understand how writers use different structures to create coherence and impact

8. Engaging with and responding to texts 

· Compare how different writers from different times and places present experiences and use language.

Year 6 Literacy revision - Unit 3 - Building on previous learning by checking that children can: 
· Discuss their responses to a range of poetry they have read. 

· Identify and discuss the various features of a poem, including the structure and organisation of the text and the way language is used to create effects on the reader.

Year 6 Literacy revision - Unit 3 - Suggested teaching approaches 
Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading poetry texts (5 days)

Teaching content: 

· Model the reading and analysis of a poem with highlighting, note-making, etc. Follow this up with appropriate individual and group reading activity. 

· Repeat using other examples with contrasting themes, forms, etc. 

· Use different but similar texts to demonstrate, and then explore in group work, different types and levels of National Curriculum test questions and how best to answer them. (Materials and approaches could possibly be drawn from previous NLS planning exemplification Year 6 term 2 poetry unit or Year 6 term 3 revision units: poetry reading.) 

· Children make up their own different levels of question, answer each other's questions, discuss, evaluate, analyse and improve the answers. 

· Children evaluate and mark various real (anonymous) or simulated answers to previous test questions and discuss how they could be improved. 

· At this point it may be appropriate for children to attempt, under test conditions, an example drawn from previous QCA test materials, subsequently sharing, analysing and discussing children's answers with a view to self-improvement.

Learning outcome: 

· Children recall and understand how to go about reading a poetry text, are aware of a range of questions and how to answer them and can improve their own answers.

Note: This is a revision, reading unit only. Opportunities for children to explore the writing of poetry are provided in Year 6 poetry units 1 and 2, the second of which could be scheduled either before or after the National Curriculum tests

Year 6 Literacy revision - Building assessment into teaching 
For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years 

Phase 1 

In respect of a poetry text, explain what different types of question might be asked and what sort of answer is required for each (teacher observation, self-assessment).

Year 6 Literacy revision - Unit 3 - Key aspects of learning
For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years 

Enquiry 

Children will seek the answers to their own and others' questions in their reading.

Information processing 

Children will explore and tease out the information communicated through the language and forms of poetry. They will identify relevant information and use this to answer questions at literal, deductive and inferential levels.

Evaluation 

Children will review their own answers and writing outcomes, as well as those of others. They will discuss success criteria, give feedback to others and judge the effectiveness of their own work.

Reasoning 

To fill the requirements of some questions, children will construct reasoned arguments based on available information and evidence.

Self-awareness 

Children will discuss and reflect on their personal responses to the texts.

Communication 

Children will develop their ability to discuss effective communication in respect of both the form and the content of poetry texts they are reading. They will sometimes work collaboratively in pairs and groups. They will communicate outcomes orally and in writing.

Year 6 Literacy revision - Unit 3 - Resources 
The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Understanding reading comprehension leaflets, Ref: 1310-2005 to 1312-2005 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/1162245/ 

· NLS planning exemplification: Y6 term 2 poetry unit 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63389/
nls_y6exunits075202intro.pdf   

· NLS planning exemplification: Y6 term 3 revision unit: reading poetry 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63389/
nls_y6exunits075202intro.pdf 
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