Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 1
Biography and autobiography
(3 weeks) 

Generic information skills:

This is a relatively free-standing non-fiction unit, and could be taught at any stage of the autumn or spring terms in Year 6. However, whenever it is taught, the level of reading and writing expected and the word, sentence and presentation skills integrated within it must clearly build on from previous learning and towards end-of-year expectations. It can be purposely linked to other areas of the curriculum.

Phase 1
Children explore the biography of a particular person as presented in a range of different texts, on paper and on screen. They build up a picture of the life from the various perspectives offered, as well as discussing and evaluating the differences between the texts.

Phase 2
Children access the same biography from an audio or audio-visual source, make notes and then prepare and give an oral presentation to answer some key questions about the person's life.

Phase 3
Children reread and analyse some of the biography and autobiography texts, identifying key language, structure, organisation and presentational features as preparation for writing.

Phase 4
Following teacher modelling, children set their own writing challenge and, based on a range of biographical information, write biographies (or simulated autobiographies) of the person concerned, selecting their own approach and medium, as required by the purpose and audience.

Overview
· Having pooled information on a topic, construct and follow a plan for researching further information. Routinely appraise a text quickly, deciding on its value, quality or usefulness. Evaluate the status of source material, looking for possible bias and comparing different sources on the same subject. Recognise rhetorical devices used to argue, persuade, mislead and sway the reader. 

· Secure understanding of the form, language conventions and grammatical features of non-chronological reports. Write reports as part of a presentation on a non-fiction subject. 

· Select the appropriate style and form of writing to suit a specific purpose and audience, drawing on knowledge of different non-fiction text types. 

· Evaluate the language, style and effectiveness of examples of non-fiction writing such as periodicals, reviews, reports, leaflets. 

· In writing information texts, select the appropriate style and form to suit a specific purpose and audience, drawing on knowledge of different non-fiction text types. 

· Establish, balance and maintain viewpoints. 

· Revise own non-fiction writing to reduce superfluous words and phrases. 

· Distinguish between biography and autobiography, recognising the effect on the reader of the choice between first and third person, distinguishing between fact, opinion and fiction, distinguishing between implicit and explicit points of view and how these can differ. Develop the skills of biographical and autobiographical writing in role, adapting distinctive voices, for example of historical characters, through preparing a CV; composing a biographical account based on research or describing a person from different perspectives, for example police description, school report, newspaper obituary. 

· When planning writing, select the appropriate style and form to suit a specific purpose and audience, drawing on knowledge of different non-fiction text types. Use the language conventions and grammatical features of the different types of text as appropriate.

1998 Framework objectives covered:
Year 6, Term 3: T19 and T22 review a range of non-fiction text types and their characteristics, discussing when a writer might choose to write in a given style and form; select the appropriate style and form to suit a specific purpose and audience, drawing on knowledge of different non-fiction text types.

Year 6, Term 1: T13 secure understanding of the features of non-chronological reports: 

· introductions to set the scene 

· use of short statements to introduce each new item 

· language to describe and differentiate 

· impersonal language 

· mostly present tense. 

Write non-chronological reports linked across the curriculum.

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 1- Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking
· Use the techniques of dialogic talk to explore ideas, topics or issues

2. Listening and responding
· Make notes when listening for a sustained period and discuss how note-taking varies depending on context and purpose

4. Drama
· Devise a performance considering how to adapt the performance for a specific audience

6. Word structure and spelling
· Spell familiar words correctly and employ a range of strategies to spell difficult and unfamiliar words 

· Use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proofread and correct spelling in their own work, on paper and on screen

7. Understanding and interpreting texts
· Appraise a text quickly, deciding on its value, quality or usefulness 

· Understand underlying themes, causes and points of view

8. Engaging with and responding to texts
· Sustain engagement with longer texts, using different techniques to make the text come alive 

· Compare how writers from different times and places present experiences and use language

9. Creating and shaping texts
· Set their own challenges to extend achievement and experience in writing 

· Use different narrative techniques to engage and entertain the reader 

· Select words and language drawing on their knowledge of literary features and formal and informal writing 

· Integrate words, images and sounds imaginatively for different purposes

10. Text structure and organisation
· Use varied structures to shape and organise texts coherently 

· Use paragraphs to achieve pace and emphasis

11. Sentence structure and punctuation
· Express subtle distinctions of meaning, including hypothesis, speculation and supposition, by constructing sentences in varied ways

12. Presentation
· Use different styles of handwriting for different purposes with a range of media, developing a consistent and personal legible style 

· Select from a wide range of ICT programs to present text effectively and communicate information and ideas

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 1 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Identify and discuss the language and organisational features of information texts. 

· Identify and discuss elements of persuasion when they encounter them in texts. 

· Identify and discuss the comparative advantages of using words, images and sounds when communicating through multimodal text. 

· Understand how texts are and can be adapted to suit different purposes and audiences.

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 1 - Suggested teaching approaches 
Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading, retrieving information and making notes (4 days)

Teaching content:
· Select a particular person as the subject of an extended biographical study. (The person could well be chosen to fit in with other curriculum work, although the availability of a range of appropriate resources will also need to be considered.) 

· Assemble several different biographical sources of information on the selected subject including reference books, ICT and other multimodal sources, and presentations in a variety of media. 

· Begin by exploring together a particularly engaging source of information of the life of the subject, for example a multimodal text on paper or on screen. Identify and make notes on the main events in the life. Begin to create a life line (a biographical time line) to capture these. 

· Explore other contrasting versions of the same life (possibly, for example, paper texts or extracts, contemporary accounts, news accounts). Discuss the purpose and audience of each, different perspectives, possible bias, etc. and relate these to the language and other communication devices used. Make notes and adapt or extend the information on the life line as new information and insights are gained (involving some shared work and some independent work in pairs or groups). 

· Explore together an autobiographical version of all or part of the same life (real or simulated), for example a diary or weblog. Compare and contrast it to the biographical versions already read. Ask: How is it different? Why? Does it change our view of the subject? Make notes and add to the life line a more subjective view of events (involving some shared work and some independent work in pairs or groups).

Learning outcomes:
· Children can evaluate the reliability and usefulness of biographical information from different sources. 

· Children can understand the terms 'biography' and 'autobiography' and can use them appropriately. 

· Children can extract and interpret information effectively from biographical and autobiographical sources.
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Phase 2: Listening, analysis and oral presentation (3 days)

Teaching content:
· Through discussion and debate (class and group) identify some key evaluative questions about the biographical subject that will illuminate or explain the person's life, importance or fame, for example How did Tolkien's life influence his writing? What made Florence Nightingale such a special nurse? 

· Allocate one key question to each of several groups. Together watch or listen to an audio or audio-visual version of all or part of the subject's life, for example a radio or TV documentary or film. In pairs, children make notes of any information that might help answer the key questions. Then in groups, children compare and combine evidence and conclusions and feed back. 

· In pairs or groups, children undertake further research to answer the key questions using a range of the sources from phase 1. They make notes and use maps, etc. to collate evidence and possible conclusions. 

· In groups, children prepare and make a short oral presentation to the rest of the class, possibly using visual support - an interactive whiteboard (IWB), presentation software, etc., providing an answer to the key question based on evidence and reasoned conclusions. 

· Use question and answer, discussion and debate to further unpack the presentations. 

· Compare and evaluate both the answers to the key questions and the way they were presented.

Learning outcome:
· Children can research, prepare and present orally a reasoned account of a particular life.
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Phase 3: Reading and analysing non-chronological reports (2 days)

Teaching content:
· Returning to some of the different examples of biography used in phase 1, identify and analyse some of the important structure, language and organisational features of each. Evaluate effectiveness in terms of purpose and audience. List and compare features and identify common elements of effective biography. 

· Briefly return to the autobiography examples from phase 1. Identify and analyse features. Model rewriting a short section of one of the biography texts as if it were autobiography, demonstrating features discussed and listed. Children rewrite a different short section as autobiography. Evaluate whether identified features have been used effectively.

Learning outcome:
· Children can recognise the structure and language, organisational and presentational features of different forms of biography and autobiography.

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 1 - Suggested teaching approaches 

Phase 4: Writing biography and autobiography (6 days)

Teaching content:
· Children are provided with (or find for themselves) a range of biographical resources, for example short pieces of information, photographs, diary extracts, relating to the life of a particular person. This should be different from the person used in phases 1, 2 and 3 and different for each child, pair or group but again could be related to and drawn from other curriculum work, such as characters already studied in history, or based on children's own experience, for example a grandparent. To keep within time constraints for this phase, the subject matter and amount of information may need to be limited, (e.g. a day, week or year in the life of...). In pairs, children read or examine and discuss the information. 

· Drawing on a similar (but distinct) set of resources, the teacher models a brief oral narration of the life. Children work with a partner to do the same, drawing on their resources. 

· Model the writing of part of a biography or autobiography based on the materials. In demonstrating, show how to construct sentences in a variety of ways to convey subtlety of meaning and use punctuation to clarify that meaning. 

· Discuss the audience and purpose for the writing, and model various alternative formats, for example multimodal presentation, paper recount or autobiographical diary of a weblog, drawing on the examples from phase 1 and the features identified in phase 3. 

· Children set their own writing challenge and then plan, draft, write and improve a biography or simulated autobiography, based on the material about their selected person, and make their own selection from the range of explored and demonstrated mediums and styles (including ICT and multimodality) as appropriate to their purpose and audience. In writing, they will explore constructing sentences in a variety of ways to convey subtlety of meaning and using punctuation to clarify that meaning. 

· At appropriate times, use response partners to support re-drafting and editing of writing. Share for discussion examples of children's writing in progress. Model editing and improving writing linked to the agreed success criteria and children's needs. 

· Share and evaluate writing outcomes.

Learning outcome:
· Children can write an effective biography or autobiography selecting language, form, format and content to suit a particular audience and purpose.

Objectives for strands 6, 11 and 12
Throughout the unit, children should focus, as and when appropriate, on the word structure, spelling and presentation objectives identified in the first section above. 

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 1 - Building assessment into teaching 

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/. 

Phase 1
Quickly appraise a particular biography text and evaluate what information might or might not usefully be gleaned from it (teacher observation, self-assessment).

Phase 2
Speak in a clear and interesting way, providing evidence and reasoned conclusions, as part of an oral presentation of a particular biography (feedback from other children, teacher observation).

Phase 3
Identify what features and elements might be included in an effective biography or autobiography (teacher observation).

Phase 4
Write an effective biography or (simulated) autobiography, making appropriate language, style and structural choices to meet a particular purpose and audience (marking and feedback against agreed success criteria).

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 1 - Key aspects of learning
For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years 

Enquiry Children will identify their own key questions about a particular life, and then locate the evidence to answer it within a range of sources.

Information processing Children will identify relevant information from a range of sources on paper and on screen and use this as a basis for both oral presentation and writing.

Evaluation Children will present information orally and in writing. They will discuss success criteria, give feedback to others and judge the effectiveness of their own work.

Reasoning Children will construct reasoned arguments based on available information and evidence.

Empathy Through discussing and writing simulated autobiography, children will need to imagine themselves in another person's position.

Communication Children will develop their ability to discuss and debate issues in respect of both the form and the content of the biographical texts they are reading and writing. They will often work collaboratively in pairs and groups. They will communicate outcomes orally, in writing and through using other modes and media.
Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 1- Resources 
The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2000, Year 6 

· The English section of the National Curriculum in action website includes examples of autobiography at Year 6 http://www.ncaction.org.uk/search/index.htm
· NLS Year 6 texts for pupils with English as an additional language - quality texts - Voices from Sudan and Muhamad's desert night http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/literacy/
quality_text/404233/y6t1voices_from_sudan/nls_qualitytext_y6t1voices.pdf (PDF 54Kb)

· NLS Year 5 & 6 quality texts - Coming to England, Floella Benjamin
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/
literacy/quality_text/404233/y6t1coming_to_england/Y6T1_Coming.PDF (PDF 19.3Kb)

· NLS Year 5 & 6 quality texts - Out of India, Jamila Gavin 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources/
literacy/quality_text/404233/y6t1out_of_india/Y6T1_India.PDF (PDF 19.4)
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