Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 2
Journalistic writing
(3 weeks)

This is a relatively free-standing non-fiction unit, and can be taught at any stage of Year 6. However, whenever it is taught, the level of reading and writing expected and the word, sentence and presentation skills integrated within it must clearly move forward from previous learning towards end-of-year expectations. It can be readily linked to other areas of the curriculum.

Phase 1 Children read, explore, discuss and compare a wide range of journalistic news reports, in a variety of formats, on paper and on screen.

Phase 2 Children listen to and compare a number of news reports in oral (radio) format. They take notes as a means of engaging with them. They are then introduced to a news incident (on which they will later be asked to report) and they explore the incident and its protagonists through role-play and drama.

Phase 3 Children reread and analyse some of the journalistic news texts, both in written and aural formats. They identify key language, structure, organisation and presentational features, as preparation for writing.

Phase 4 Following teacher modelling, children write a news report about the incident explored earlier. They then use this as a basis for a script which they present orally as a radio news item. The phase can then be extended into a one-day cross-curricular radio newsroom simulation as a form of writing workshop.

Overview
· Comment critically on the language, style, success of examples of non-fiction such as periodicals, reviews, reports, leaflets. 

· Develop a journalistic style through considering: balanced and ethical reporting, what is of public interest in events, the interest of the reader, selection and presentation of information. 

· Use the styles and conventions of journalism to report on, for example real or imagined events.

1998 Framework objectives covered:  Year 6, Term 1: T12 and T15 comment critically on the language, style, success of examples of non-fiction such as periodicals, reviews, reports, leaflets; develop a journalistic style through considering: balanced and ethical reporting, what is of public interest in events, the interest of the reader, selection and presentation of information; T16 use the styles and conventions of journalism to report on, for example, real or imagined events.

Year 6, Term 3: T19 review a range of non-fiction text types and their characteristics, discussing when a writer might choose to write in a given style and form; T22 select the appropriate style and form to suit a specific purpose and audience, drawing on knowledge of different non-fiction text types.

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 2- Objectives 

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking
· Use a range of oral techniques to present persuasive arguments and engaging narratives 

· Use the techniques of dialogic talk to explore ideas, topics or issues

2. Listening and responding
· Make notes when listening for a sustained period and discuss how note-taking varies depending on context and purpose

4. Drama
· Improvise using a range of drama strategies and conventions to explore themes such as hopes, fears and desires 

6. Word structure and spelling
· Spell familiar words correctly and employ a range of strategies to spell difficult and unfamiliar words 

· Use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proofread and correct spelling in their own work, on paper and on screen

7. Understanding and interpreting texts
· Appraise a text quickly, deciding on its value, quality or usefulness 

· Recognise rhetorical devices used to argue, persuade, mislead and sway the reader

8. Engaging with and responding to texts
· Sustain engagement with longer texts, using different techniques to make the text come alive 

· Compare how writers from different times and places present experiences and use language

9. Creating and shaping texts
· Use different narrative techniques to engage and entertain the reader 

· Select words and language drawing on their knowledge of literary features and formal and informal writing 

· Integrate words, images and sounds imaginatively for different purposes

10. Text structure and organisation
· Use varied structures to shape and organise texts coherently

11. Sentence structure and punctuation
· Express subtle distinctions of meaning, including hypothesis, speculation and supposition, by constructing sentences in varied ways

12. Presentation
· Use different styles of handwriting for different purposes with a range of media, developing a consistent and personal legible style 

· Select from a wide range of ICT programs to present text effectively and communicate information and ideas

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Identify and discuss the language and organisational features of information texts. 

· Use a range of questions to elicit relevant information. 

· Plan, research and write a non-fiction script. 

· Work with others to deliver a polished performance of a script and evaluate their own performance.

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Suggested teaching approaches 

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading, responding and making notes (3 days)

Teaching content:
· Read and explore a range of journalistic writing: newspaper reports, reviews, interviews and articles. These could include several versions of the same news story. Link the content of these texts to other curriculum areas and items that are of interest to children. 

· Identify and discuss the five fundamental 'W' questions that a news report tries to answer: Who? What? Where? When? and Why? 

· Explore journalistic examples from a range of media: TV news, interactive TV and teletext, radio and Internet sites. Again, these could include different versions of the same story, or versions of the story as presented in paper reports. Consider the way different communication modes are used by different media, and with what impact or effect. 

· Discuss, compare and contrast all of the above. Evaluate the effectiveness of various journalistic forms, modalities and media, for example the comparative impact of words and images, and consider their appropriateness for different audiences. Ask: What is the purpose of such texts? How do they go about fulfilling this? Which reports are most interesting and engaging? Why? 

· Engage children in practical investigations of journalistic writing using key questions and direct activities related to the texts. Encourage children to comment critically on language, style, use of medium and effectiveness of examples in relation to their intended audiences.

Learning outcomes:
· Children have experience of a wide range of news reporting, on paper and in other media, and can understand what is being communicated, why and how. They can evaluate its effectiveness in terms of informing and engaging its audience. 

· Children are aware of the power and potential of different communication modalities and media.
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Phase 2: Listening, analysis and role-play (5 days)

Teaching content:
· Begin to explore radio news programmes in more depth. (As well as through conventional broadcast, these can now be accessed as streaming media from various news organisations' websites or via podcast services). 

· While listening, demonstrate how to make notes for a particular focus. Provide children with a focus (summarising the main points in a report, language use, structure and style) before listening again and asking them to make their own notes. 

· Through plenary sessions, discuss and improve the effectiveness of children's notes. 

· In small groups, children investigate the style, content, presentation and running order of news programmes by listening to and comparing different examples. Ask: How are programmes structured to maintain the audience's interest? How does the content and order differ according to the intended audience? 

· Introduce a news story, which will be the stimulus and focus for subsequent writing: this could be taken from real or imagined events, for example an event in a film or an event at school. 

· Watch and re-watch a video news extract or engage with the stimulus for the news programme. While watching, encourage children to make notes on the five 'W' questions. 

· Identify a character central to the event that will be reported and explore with children questions to ask this person during an interview (remembering the five 'W's). 

· Invite children to try out their questions, working in pairs, in role as interviewer and interviewee. The interviewees improvise answers based on their knowledge of the situation and character. 

· Share examples of interviews and discuss how asking the right questions affects the success of an interview. Record effective questions for use later in the sequence. 

· Watch the extract again and widen understanding of characters' situations and feelings through the use of drama techniques to develop empathy and understanding. Use thought tracking to explore the emotions of a character and record these in reading journals or elsewhere.

Learning outcomes:
· Children can listen attentively to an aural news report and make notes for specific purposes. 

· Children understand some key features of the way radio news programmes are structured and presented to inform and engage particular audiences. 

· Children can use discussion and drama techniques to explore a particular event, incident or situation, and its protagonists.
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Phase 3: Reading and analysing (2 days)

Teaching content:
· As a shared and then group activity with a plenary, reread and analyse several of the paper reports from phase 1. Identify language and organisational features used (including recapping the five 'W's). List the features for later reference. If appropriate, extract key features into a writing frame for later use. 

· Repeat this, using transcripts of some of the orally presented (radio) reports. 

· Discuss and note the differences between the reports and the reasons for them. 

Learning outcome:
· Children can recognise the structure and language features of journalistic reports, both as written text and as scripts for oral presentation. 
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Phase 4: Writing and oral presentation (5 days)

Teaching content: Note: This phase could build towards a whole-day cross-curricular journalistic simulation.

· Set up the writing task by explaining the audience and purpose. Children will work in small groups to write a radio news article based on the event introduced and explored in phase 2. These articles will be recorded as part of a simulated radio news programme. (As an alternative to more conventional recording and playback, the radio news articles could be saved digitally into a media library application and broadcast via the Internet, or published as podcasts for children and others to listen to on personal music players). 

· With the children, identify the success criteria for the writing task, referring back to work in phase 3 to support. 

· Model how to plan and write the news report, first making notes, then turning these into a written report, and using this as the basis of a script for oral presentation. Draw on the features lists and writing frames that arose from the analysis in phase 3. In demonstrating, emphasise appropriate sentence structure, punctuation, and styles and conventions of journalistic writing. 

· Collaborative writing: working in pairs or groups, children write their scripts for the news article, referring back to listed features and using the writing frames where appropriate. 

· At relevant points, use response partners to support re-drafting and editing of writing. Share for discussion examples of children's writing in progress. Model editing and improving writing linked to the agreed success criteria and children's needs. 

· When the scripts and news articles are written, provide opportunities for children to rehearse them. Use hand-held sound recording devices or computers with microphones to record and play back performances. 

· Focus on polished performances, use of oral techniques to engage the audience and appropriate style and structure. Encourage children to evaluate their own and others' performances and work in groups to improve the quality of their article.

This unit could be extended to include a whole-day cross-curricular radio news simulation. If so:

· As children arrive, explain that they are to work in groups as a news team and will be required to create a radio news programme for the end of the school day. Different stories are emerging that will need to be reported. Remind children of all they know about journalistic writing and creating news articles. 

· Organise children into small groups and ask them to allocate roles to each member, for example presenter, script-writer, interviewer, interviewee, editor and sub-editor. Discuss the roles and responsibilities of each job. 

· Introduce the first news item. Link this to a real event. It may be introduced through email, displayed on the IWB, or by asking a member of staff to arrive with notes (prepared in advance) that have just arrived from the news agency. Other items will be introduced as breaking news at appropriate times throughout the day to ensure that children have a programme with different news items, including the sport and weather. 

· Throughout the day, hold meetings or plenaries at appropriate times to review and evaluate how stories are progressing. Use an IWB to project examples of children's scripts for discussion and modelling of editing and improving writing. 

· Where appropriate, use another member of staff as an interviewee for a story, inviting designated interviewers from each group to write questions and interview, and use extracts of the interview in their script. 

· Towards the end of the day, allow time for each group to rehearse and finally present a live edition of their broadcast. 

· Record this for review and for later sharing. If recording is done digitally the broadcast can then easily be edited and enhanced to improve it further, for example by recording as separate items in a media library program and then using the playlist feature to experiment with different running orders. 

· Encourage children to reflect upon and discuss their thoughts on the experience, how they felt they worked as a group and what they have learned. 

· Broadcast the completed sequence to a wider audience (possibly as a podcast).

Learning outcomes:
· Children can write an effective news article in journalistic style, selecting language, form, format and content to suit a particular audience and purpose. 

· They can use this as the basis for a script and present it orally in the style of a radio news item in a way which is informative and engaging.

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Key aspects of learning
For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years 

Enquiry Children will learn to ask: Who? What? Where? When? and Why? in researching a news story for a written or oral report.

Information processing Children will identify relevant information from a range of sources on paper and on screen and use this as a basis for both oral and written reporting.

Evaluation Children will read, compare and evaluate news from a variety of sources. When presenting news reports orally and in writing, they will discuss success criteria, give feedback to others and judge the effectiveness of their own work.

Reasoning Children will construct reasoned arguments based on available information and evidence.

Empathy In discussing and writing about real or simulated events, children will need to imagine themselves in another person's situation.

Communication Children will develop their ability to discuss and debate issues in respect of both the content and the presentation of the news reports they are reading and writing. They will often work collaboratively in pairs and groups. They will communicate outcomes orally (in the style of radio broadcasts), in writing and through using other modes and media.

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Building assessment into teaching 
For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years 
Quickly appraise a particular news report and assess its purpose and intended audience (teacher observation, self-assessment).

Phase 2
Listen to a radio news item and make effective notes for a particular purpose (feedback from other children, teacher observation).

Phase 3
Identify what features and elements might be included in an effective news report when written or presented aurally (teacher observation).

Phase 4
Write and present an effective news report, making appropriate choices regarding language, style, structure and presentation relating to purpose and audience (marking and feedback against agreed success criteria).

Year 6 Non-fiction - Unit 2 - Resources 
The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Interactive whiteboard (IWB) 

· Video extract from a news programme 

· Hand-held sound recording devices or computers with microphones 

· Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2000, Year 6 

· Learning and teaching using ICT CD-ROM: Year 6 journalistic writing, Ref: 0315-2004 G 

NB: You will need notebook software to open this file. Teachers using IWBs will have this already. But if not, It can be downloaded from: http://www.smarttech.com/support/software/sb_win.asp 

Resources for Year 6, Non-Fiction, Unit 2, Journalistic writing – Smartboard file on framework site.

PAGE  
8

