Year 6 Poetry - Unit 1
The power of imagery
(2 weeks)

This is a relatively free-standing poetry unit, and could be taught at any stage of the autumn or spring terms, although it feeds into and therefore needs to precede Year 6 Poetry Unit 2. Whenever this unit is taught, the level of reading and writing expected, and the word level and presentation skills integrated within it, must clearly build on previous learning and towards end-of-year expectations. The content of the poems (both read and written) could be linked to other curriculum areas if desired.

Phase 1 Building on from Year 5, children further explore the use of personification in other poets' work and then use this experience as a basis for shared and independent writing of their own personification poems. During this process a way of working, involving playing with language and then forming and shaping ideas, is modelled and practised. ICT may be used to provide a visual or aural stimulus and/or to develop and present the poems.

Phase 2 The learning processes of phase 1 are repeated and varied, this time focusing on the use of powerful images in poetry.

Phase 3 The learning processes of phases 1 and 2 are once more repeated and varied, this time focusing on the use of surreal, surprising and amusing images in poetry.

Phase 4 Outcomes from the whole unit are shared and evaluated against pre-agreed criteria for the use of strong images, and then performed and/or published in some oral, paper or electronic form.

Overview
· Building from Year 5, children further explore the use of personification in other poets' work, and then use this experience as a basis for shared and independent writing of their own personification poems. During this process a way of working, involving playing with language and then forming and shaping ideas, is modelled and practised. ICT may be used to provide a visual or aural stimulus and/or to develop and present the poems. 

· Next these same learning processes are repeated and varied, this time focusing on the use of powerful images in poetry. 

· The same learning processes are once more repeated and varied, this time focusing on the use of surreal, surprising and amusing images in poetry. 

· Outcomes from the whole unit are shared and evaluated against pre-agreed criteria for the use of strong images, then performed and/or published in oral, paper or electronic form. 

· The subject matter of the poems selected and created for this unit could well relate to foundation subjects or to a cross-curricular theme or themes.

1998 Framework objectives covered: 
Year 6, Term 1: T3, T4 and T5 articulate personal responses to literature; be familiar with the work of some established authors, to know what is special about their work, explain preferences in terms of authors, styles and themes; contribute constructively to shared discussion about literature; T10 write own poems, experimenting with active verbs and personification; produce revised poems for reading aloud individually.

Year 6, Term 2: T3 and T4 recognise how poets manipulate words; investigate humorous verse; T5 analyse how messages, moods, feelings and attitudes are conveyed in poetry; T8 analyse the success of texts and writers in evoking particular responses in the reader; T9 increase familiarity with significant poets and writers of the past.

Year 6 Poetry - Unit 1 - Objectives 
To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking and listening 

· Use a range of oral techniques to present persuasive arguments and engaging narratives 

· Use the techniques of dialogic talk to explore ideas, topics or issues

2. Listening and responding 

· Analyse and evaluate how speakers present points effectively through use of language and gesture

3. Group discussion and interaction 

· Understand and use a variety of ways to criticise constructively and respond to criticism

4. Drama 

· Consider the overall impact of a live or recorded performance, identifying dramatic ways of conveying characters' ideas and building tension

6. Word structure and spelling 

· Use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proofread and correct spelling in their own work, on paper and on screen

7. Understanding and interpreting texts 

· Understand underlying themes, causes and points of view 

· Understand how writers use different structures to create coherence and impact

8. Engaging with and responding to texts 

· Read extensively and discuss personal reading with others, including in reading groups 

· Compare how writers from different times and places present experiences and use language

9. Creating and shaping texts 

· Select words and language drawing on their knowledge of literary features and formal and informal writing

10. Text structure and organisation 

· Use varied structures to shape and organise texts coherently

12. Presentation 

· Use different styles of handwriting for different purposes with a range of media, developing a consistent and personal, legible style 

· Select from a wide range of ICT programs to present text effectively and communicate information and ideas

Year 6 Poetry - Unit 1 - Building on previous learning 

Check that children can already:

· Discuss their responses to a range of poetry they have read. 

· Identify and discuss the various features of a poem, including the structure and organisation of the text and the way language is used to create effects on the reader.

Year 6 Poetry - Unit 1 - Suggested teaching approaches 

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading and writing poems that use the imagery of personification (3 days)

Teaching content: 

· In preparation for writing, and building on from Year 5, select and read several poems that exemplify inanimate objects, scenes or events being imaginatively personified. (For Year 6 these will now be more sophisticated examples, employing powerful imagery.) 

· As a class and in groups, children read and discuss these, text marking to highlight the aspects of personification and evaluate their effectiveness and impact on the reader. Ask: What is the personification used to express? 

· Allow children to respond to the poems in a variety of ways, including perhaps dance, drama or adding creative music. They practise and perform some of the poems. 

· As a whole class, model a writing process. 

· Select an appropriate stimulus for writing a personification poem. This could be, for example, a digital image or short video clip. Annotate the image with quickly generated ideas of human or animal characteristics. 

· Initially just play with language and gather as many ideas as possible. Ask questions such as: If this 'thing' were a person or animal who or what would it be, how would it move, what would it do and think? 

· Select the best, most apt ideas and begin to refine these around a particular person, type of person or animal. Alter and develop the poem accordingly, continuously discussing and evaluating the aptness of the images in terms of the original stimulus and what you want to express. 

· Then fit the ideas into some sort of loose (short) pattern or form, selecting this to fit the content. A model or frame from an existing poem could possibly be used for this, but avoid restrictive forms or any rhyming patterns as these will distract from focusing on the imagery. Adapt and develop the writing as you shape it. 

· Evaluate the emerging poem. Reading or performing it is a good way of testing how it works, especially in terms of the effectiveness and aptness of the personification. 

· Discuss what might be considered tired or cliched images. Find and discuss examples. Seek these out in the writing and alter and improve it where necessary. 

· Next, working independently with response partners, children repeat this whole writing process, creating their own personification poem from a different stimulus (preferably of their own choosing).

Learning outcomes: 

· Children understand how poets can use personification to communicate with their readers. 

· Children can write a poem that begins to use personification effectively.
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Phase 2: Reading and writing poems that use powerful imagery (3 days)

Teaching content: 

· Repeat the full sequence of learning in phase 1 (reading, modelling, writing, sharing or performing and evaluating). 

· This time, instead of poems that use personification, i.e. that start with something that isn't a person or animal and imagine it is, read and then create poems that do the opposite, i.e. start with something that is a person or animal and imagine it isn't. 

· Concentrate on using strong and apt images (as similes or metaphors) which associate two normally unrelated things for particular effect. 

· Remember to play with language and ideas before pulling thinking together around a particular focus and then shaping this into a suitable loose (short) pattern or form. Questions to ask at the play stage might be: If this person were a piece of furniture (or fruit, or type of weather, etc.) what would he or she be? Why? In what way is the person like this?

Learning outcomes: 

· Children understand how poets can use powerful images to communicate with their readers. 

· Children can write a poem that begins to use powerful imagery effectively.
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Phase 3: Reading and writing poems that use surreal, surprising and amusing imagery (3 days)

Teaching content: 

· Repeat this full sequence of learning for a third time. 

· This time read and create poems that attempt to see some particular thing in a 'completely new light' or with 'completely fresh eyes' by using surreal, surprising or amusing images. Have fun with the poets and poems chosen. The 'wackier' and more astonishing the poems the better (as long as they still have some meaning). Put a premium on entertainment and originality. 

· Create poems based on the poems read, developing the same style. Explore particularly inventive, surprising ideas and word combinations, and ask children why these features work well and about the effect of the language on the meaning and the reader.

Learning outcomes: 

· Children understand how poets can use surreal, surprising and amusing images to communicate with their readers. 

· Children can write a poem that begins to use surreal, surprising and amusing imagery effectively.
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Phase 4: Evaluating, performing and sharing the poems created in the unit (1 day)

Teaching content: 

· Evaluate and self-evaluate the poems written in the unit against agreed criteria, with particular reference to the power and aptness of the images used, and the avoidance of tired and cliched images. 

· Select, organise, perform and publish some of the poems, remembering electronic possibilities, for example Internet posting, podcasting, alongside paper publication and wall displays. If using ICT, poems, spoken and/or written, could be linked with their stimulus digital images to form a multimodal presentation.

Learning outcome: 

· Children value their own poems and those of others and enjoy sharing them.

Objectives for strands 6, 11 and 12
Throughout the unit, children should focus, as and when appropriate, on the word structure, spelling and presentation objectives identified in the first section above. As well as being integrated into ongoing activity, this will probably also involve some regular short sessions that have a specific spelling or presentation focus.

Note: Although it is possible to deliver this unit in two separated weekly chunks, covering any two of the three first phases at greater length, there are advantages to running it through as a whole as this maintains pace of activity and response and allows a momentum to build for the playful and imaginative ways of thinking and writing involved.

Year 6 Poetry - Unit 1 - Building assessment into teaching 

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/. 

Phase 1 

Identify and explain the use of personification in a poem (teacher observation, self-assessment).

Phase 2 

Identify and explain the use of powerful imagery in a poem (teacher observation, self-assessment).

Phase 3 

Identify and explain what a tired or cliched image is (teacher observation, self-assessment).

All phases 

Write an interesting and engaging short poem using some powerful images (marking and feedback against agreed success criteria).

Year 6 Poetry - Unit 1 - Key aspects of learning

For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/. 

Enquiry 

Children will seek the answers to their own and others' questions in their reading.

Information processing 

Children will explore and tease out the information communicated through the language and forms of poetry.

Evaluation 

Children will share their own writing outcomes, as well as those of others. They will discuss success criteria, give feedback to others and judge the effectiveness of their own work.

Reasoning 

Children will identify, explore and generate the mental connections represented within various forms of powerful imagery (simile and metaphor) - a vital aspect of thinking, reasoning and understanding.

Empathy 

In discussing and writing about the poems and their images, children will need to imagine themselves in another person's position. They will explore techniques that facilitate this process.

Self-awareness 

Children will discuss and reflect on their personal responses to the texts.

Communication 

Children will develop their ability to discuss effective communication in respect of both the language and the content of poetry they are reading and writing. They will sometimes work collaboratively in pairs and groups. They will communicate outcomes orally, and in writing, possibly including the use of ICT.

Year 6 Poetry- Unit 1- Resources

The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Digital image or short video clip suitable as a stimulus for writing a personification poem 

· Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2000, Year 6 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/
literacy/63317/ 

· Understanding reading comprehension leaflets, Ref: 0310-2005 to 0312-2005 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/
literacy/1162245
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