Year 1 Narrative - Unit 1

Stories with familiar settings
(4 weeks or 2 x 2 weeks)

This is the first of a block of four narrative units in Year 1. It builds on children’s experience and knowledge from the Early Years Foundation Stage and introduces new areas of learning that will be developed during the year. The unit can be linked to many other curriculum areas such as history or personal, social and health education. It can be taught in two sequences each lasting two weeks, as illustrated below, or as a single 4-week unit. The teaching sequence is repeated but the texts read and the writing outcomes are different.

Sequence 1 phase 1
Read a selection of stories with incidents and settings familiar to the children. Identify characters, settings and main events.

Sequence 1 phase 2
Re-enact stories using puppets, story boxes, etc. Order events in the correct sequence.

Sequence 1 phase 3
Use role-play to explore imaginative ideas based on a theme from reading and devise a class story. Take photographs to use as a story plan. Demonstrate how to write the story. Children write their own versions of the story.

Sequence 2 phases 1 and 2
As above, using different stories.

Sequence 2 phase 3
Tell a story based on your own experience. Demonstrate how to compose a short written version. Pairs recount their own experiences and draw a sequence of pictures. Children write a story based on their own experiences.

Overview
· Read several stories during the unit which are based around incidents and settings that are familiar to the children. Identify where the story takes place, who is involved and what happens. Introduce the words 'character', 'setting', 'events'. Demonstrate how to apply word reading skills and strategies and involve children in using these strategies themselves. 

· Children identify the main events in a story and re-enact using, for example, props, pictures or puppets. 

· Identify and discuss a familiar experience in a story, for example getting lost. Children make links with their own experiences. 

· Explore imaginative ideas arising from this using role-play, for example 'The day Class 1 got lost'. Make a simple story plan, for example using a sequence of photos from the drama activity. Demonstrate how to write sentences to tell the story. Reinforce the application of spelling strategies and correct sentence punctuation. Make a class book. 

· Children recount their own real or imagined experiences orally. They record their plan by drawing a sequence of pictures, then writing sentence(s) to retell the story in writing. The sequence could be repeated twice using different books as a starting point.

1998 Framework objectives covered: 

Year 1, term 1: T1 and T2 reinforce and apply reading skills and strategies; T3 oral and written forms; T4 read independently; T5 relate story settings and incidents to own experience; T7 re-enact stories; T8 spelling; T9 write about events in own experience; T11 make picture story books.

Year 1 Narrative - Unit 1 – Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

The links below take you to the relevant strand objectives to ensure effective planning for core skills.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking
· Tell stories and describe incidents from their own experience in an audible voice 

· Retell stories, ordering events using story language

2. Listening and responding
· Listen with sustained concentration, building new stores of words in different contexts

4. Drama
· Explore familiar themes and characters through improvisation and role-play

5. Word recognition: decoding (reading) and encoding (spelling)
· Recognise and use alternative ways of pronouncing the graphemes already taught 

· Recognise and use alternative ways of spelling the graphemes already taught 

· Identify the constituent parts of two-syllable and three-syllable words to support the application of phonic knowledge and skills 

· Recognise automatically an increasing number of familiar high frequency words 

· Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the prime approach to reading and spelling unfamiliar words that are not completely decodable 

· Read more challenging texts which can be decoded using their acquired phonic knowledge and skills, along with automatic recognition of high frequency words 

· Read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and three-syllable words

6. Word structure and spelling
· Spell new words using phonics as the prime approach 

· Segment sounds into their constituent phonemes in order to spell them correctly 

· Recognise and use alternative ways of spelling the graphemes already taught 

· Use knowledge of common inflections in spelling, such as plurals, -ly, -er 

· Read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and three-syllable words

7. Understanding and interpreting texts
· Identify the main events and characters in stories, and find specific information in simple texts 

· Use syntax and context when reading for meaning

8. Engaging with and responding to texts
· Select books for personal reading and give reasons for choices 

· Visualise and comment on events, characters and ideas, making imaginative links to own experiences

9. Creating and shaping texts
· Independently choose what to write about, plan and follow it through 

· Use key features of narrative in their own writing 

· Create short simple texts on paper and on screen that combine words with images (and sounds)

10. Text structure and organisation
· Write chronological and non-chronological texts using simple structures

11. Sentence structure and punctuation
· Compose and write simple sentences independently to communicate meaning

Year 1 Narrative - Unit 1 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Listen attentively to stories being told or read and then identify the main characters and the setting. 

· Re-enact a story they have heard and include the main character and some of the main events. 

· Begin to form a simple sentence when attempting writing for different purposes.

Year 1 Narrative - Unit 1 - Suggested teaching approaches

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Sequence 1 phase 1: Reading and exploring setting (3 days)

Teaching content:
· Read several stories based around incidents and settings that are familiar to the children, for example involving home, school, the park, a holiday. Demonstrate how to apply word reading skills and strategies and involve children in using these strategies themselves. 

· At the end of each story, identify where it takes place, who is involved and what happens. Introduce the words character, setting, events. Involve children in identifying characters by finding names and illustrations in the text and talking about what they do. 

· Ask children to look for details about the setting using the illustrations and reread descriptive words or phrases with them. Talk about what is familiar or unfamiliar in the setting, for example Is this like the park you go to? 

· Support children in identifying the main events and recalling the story sequence by asking a series of questions: What happened first?... next?... in the end?
Learning outcome:
· Children can identify the main character and setting in a story using evidence from the illustrations and text.

Sequence 1 phase 2: Sequencing (2 days)

Teaching content:
· Provide pictures, puppets or story boxes to support pairs or small groups of children in re-enacting stories. Support them in sequencing the main events and encourage the use of phrases from the story, for example the story opening or some dialogue.

Learning outcome:
· Children can re-enact a story, sequencing the main events and using phrases from the text.

Sequence 1 phase 3: Role-play and narrative (5 days)

Teaching content:
· Identify and discuss a familiar experience in a story, for example getting lost. Ask children to think about similar experiences that they have had. Talk with a partner and then share ideas, for example Where did it happen? How did you feel? Who found you? Draw out common themes. 

· Use role-play to explore imaginative ideas for a class story arising from the discussion, for example: The day class 1 got lost. Take photographs during the role-play to represent what happens at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of the story. 

· Using the photographs as a simple story plan, demonstrate how to write a series of simple sentences to tell the story. Say each sentence aloud before writing and keep rereading to check for meaning and accuracy. Reinforce the application of spelling strategies and correct sentence punctuation. 

· Provide children with sets of three photographs from the role-play (printed or on screen) and ask them to tell the story with their partner. Support children as they compose three sentences to tell the story. Encourage them to say the whole sentence before they write it and to keep rereading what they have written. Prompt them to segment sounds as they try to write unfamiliar words. 

· Make the finished stories into a class book and read through it together.

Learning outcome:
· Children can write three simple sentences to tell a story.
Year 1 Narrative - Unit 1 - Building assessment into teaching

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years.

Phase 1
Identify the main character and setting in a story using evidence from the illustrations and text (teacher observation, discussion). 

Phase 2
Re-enact a story, sequencing the main events correctly and using phrases from the text (teacher observation). 

Phase 3
Write three simple sentences to tell a story or recount of events based on personal experience, using story language where appropriate (marking, children's own evaluation against agreed success criteria).

Year 1 Narrative - Unit 1 – Resources

The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Digital camera and PC upload software 

· Selection of story boxes, puppets, etc. 

· Developing early writing, (Ref: 0055/2001) Year 1 unit 4: Where's my teddy? 

· Aspects of narrative: stories with familiar settings http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/teachingresources
/literacy/nls_aspects/404291/nls_aspects_settings.pdf (PDF 184Kb) 

· Learning to learn: key aspects of learning across the primary curriculum, (Ref: 0526-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years 

· Writing flier 1 - Improving writing and 2 - Writing narrative, (Ref: 0532/2001) 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/literacy/63353/nls_teachwriting053201imp01.doc (MS WORD 193Kb) http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/literacy/63353/nls_teachwriting053201narr2.pdf (PDF 63.2Kb) 
