Year 3 Narrative - Unit 4

Authors and letters
(3 weeks)

This is the final unit in a block of four narrative units in Year 3. It builds on children's experience and knowledge from the previous units. The teaching sequence is divided into three phases and there are regular opportunities for oral and written outcomes and assessment opportunities. The unit can be linked to other curriculum subjects and themes.

Phase 1
Read a selection of work by a particular author. Express personal responses and explore aspects of the author's style. Read a longer story as a serial. Demonstrate how to write a book review.

Groups find out about another author, reading and comparing responses, identifying aspects of style and selecting a favourite book to recommend in a written review. Groups report back to the class and children select new books to try based on other children's recommendations.

Phase 2
Analyse letters written for different purposes. Identify language features and conventions. Review different types of sentence structure.

Phase 3
Demonstrate how to write letters for a specific audience and purpose. Children plan and write their own letters (to authors, to another child to recommend a book, etc.). Use the conventions of letter writing including complete sentences and paragraph organisation. Present in a polished form so that letters can be sent.

Overview
· Choose an author, and read a selection of their works. 

· Discuss responses as a class. Demonstrate how to write book reviews. 

· Children explore work by own favourite authors, discuss and express preferences. 

· Investigate letter writing and focus on planning and writing a letter to an author.

1998 Framework objectives covered:
Year 3, Term 3: T8 and T9 compare and contrast works by the same author; discuss preferences for authors and give reasons; T14 write reviews; T16 and T20 read examples of letters written for different purposes; write letters to authors about books and for a range of purposes; T23 organise letters into simple paragraphs; use IT to bring to a published form.

Year 3 Narrative - Unit 4 - Objectives

To ensure effective planning of literacy skills, teachers need to ensure they plan for the ongoing elements of literacy learning within each unit and across the year, using assessment for learning to ensure children make effective progress, ensuring they reach national expectations.

The links below take you to the relevant strand objectives to ensure effective planning for core skills.

Most children learn to: 
(The following list comprises only the strands, numbered 1 through 12, that are relevant to this particular unit.)

1. Speaking 

· Sustain conversation, explain or give reasons for their views or choices 

3. Group discussion and interaction 

· Use talk to organise roles and action 

· Actively include and respond to all members of the group 

7. Understanding and interpreting texts 

· Explore how different texts appeal to readers using varied sentence structures and descriptive language 

8. Engaging with and responding to texts 

· Share and compare reasons for reading preferences, extending the range of books read 

· Identify features that writers use to provoke readers’ reactions 

9. Creating and shaping texts 

· Use layout, format, graphics and illustrations for different purposes 

10. Text structure and organisation 

· Group related material into paragraphs 

11. Sentence structure and punctuation 

· Compose sentences using adjectives, verbs and nouns for precision, clarity and impact 

12. Presentation 

· Write with consistency in the size and proportion of letters and spacing within and between words, using the correct formation of handwriting joins 

· Develop accuracy and speed when using keyboard skills to type, edit and re-draft 

Year 3 Narrative - Unit 4 - Building on previous learning

Check that children can already:

· Talk about a particular author and the type of books that author writes; express a personal response and make independent choices about their own reading. 

· Make a valid contribution to a collaborative group activity, listen to others and reach agreement within the group. 

· Write and punctuate simple, compound and some complex sentences. 

· Group sentences into paragraphs. 

Year 3 Narrative - Unit 4 - Suggested teaching approaches

Note: Children working significantly above or below age-related expectations will need differentiated support, which may include tracking forward or back in terms of learning objectives. EAL learners should be expected to work within the overall expectations for their year group. For further advice see the progression strands and hyperlinks to useful sources of practical support.

Phase 1: Reading and analysis; group work; writing (8 days)

Teaching content:
· Select an author and collect a range of examples of their work. 

· Begin by reading two examples of their work, without revealing the author. Identify the characters, setting, key events and type of story (traditional, adventure, etc.). Discuss and note any similarities. Reveal the author's name and ask whether children have read any other books by this author and whether there are any distinctive features. 

· Create a display in class for children to browse and add to. Read further stories aloud and select a longer story to read as a serial during this unit. At the end of each story, ask children to talk in pairs about what they particularly enjoyed, for example memorable words and phrases; funny or surprising aspects of the plot; original characters. Discuss aspects of the text that appeal to them, encouraging children to express a personal preference rather than reaching whole-class agreement. 

· Gather information about the author's style. Look at the type of book the author writes, building on children's experience of different types of story encountered during the year. Compare characters, settings or themes in the author’s books and look for common elements. 

· Read background information about the author, for example through research on the internet, using book blurbs. Discuss and make notes about what you have learned. Ask children to compose questions they would like to ask the author about the author's writing. 

· Demonstrate how to write a book review that can be used to recommend a title to other children in the class. Note the features that were enjoyable and model sentences to explain why you liked an aspect of the book. 

· Groups work collaboratively to research another author. They select a chairperson to help organise the group by allocating books to read and ensuring that everyone has a chance to contribute. The group has multiple copies of at least one book. They read, compare their responses and express their personal preferences. Individuals read further books and report back to the group, making recommendations for further reading. Groups collect and agree information about the author: background; the type of books the author writes; a written review of the group's favourite book. 

· Groups present their information orally and in writing to the rest of the class. Each child selects a new book to read based on the recommendations of the other children. 

Learning outcome:
· Children can explain why they like books by a particular author, referring to an author’s style or themes. 
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Phase 2: Analysis (2 days)

Teaching content:
· Look at examples of letters written for different purposes, ideally as part of a story based on, or including, letters. 

· Ask children to reread one of the letters and find out who it is to and from, why it was written and what the reply might be like. Establish that letters have an audience and purpose and the style of the letter varies accordingly. 

· Look at the conventions, layout and language features of letters: for example, cut copies of letters into sections and ask children to reassemble in the correct order and position on the page. Note the purpose of each part of the text. 

· Review and consolidate work on sentence structure and look for examples of different types of sentence in the letters you have read (see also Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2001, Year 3 unit 17 http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/). 

Learning outcome:
· Children can identify the key features of different types of letters. 
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Phase 3: Writing (5 days)

Teaching content:
· Introduce the writing task: writing letters to real people for a genuine purpose. 

· Demonstrate how to write a letter to an author. Refer to previous work and make notes about why you like the author's stories and some questions you would like to ask. Group the notes into sections according to subject. Model the correct layout for the letter and rehearse sentences orally to show how to change the notes into sentences. Explain how to start a new paragraph when beginning to write about a new subject. Read the letter carefully and demonstrate how to re-draft particular sections, for example to avoid repetition. 

· Children plan and write their own letters to authors following the same process. They check that their finished letters: use conventions of letter writing; have complete sentences; are organised into paragraphs. They re-draft on paper or screen and present the letter in a polished form so that letters can be sent. 

· Children plan and write another letter independently. Vary the audience and purpose by asking children to write to another child in the class, recommending a book. 

· Discuss the differences in the way they will write when it is someone they know. Children send their finished drafts and give feedback to one another about their letters. 

Learning outcome:
· Children can write a letter for a specific purpose and audience. 

Year 3 Narrative - Unit 4 - Building assessment into teaching

For further information, see the booklet Assessment for learning (Ref: 0521-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/learning_and_teaching/1041163/
Phase 1
Explain why they like the work of a particular author and make recommendations to other readers.

Take an active part in a group: agree tasks; contribute to the work; support and challenge other group members (feedback from group discussion, teacher observation).

Phase 2
Identify the audience, purpose and distinctive features of different types of letter (teacher observation, questioning).

Phase 3
Write two letters for different purposes and audiences that include: conventions of letter writing; complete sentences; paragraphs (marking and feedback against agreed success criteria, self-assessment).

Year 3 Narrative - Unit 4 - Key aspects of learning

For further information, see the booklet Progression in key aspects of learning (Ref: 0524-2004) from Learning and teaching in the primary years http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications
/learning_and_teaching/1041163/.

Reasoning
Children will learn about gathering evidence to support their opinions about books and giving reasons when they state their point of view to the class or group.

Self-awareness
Children will discuss and reflect on their personal responses to texts read.

Social skills
When working collaboratively children will listen to and respect other people's ideas. They will take on different roles in a group.

Communication
As they learn the conventions of letter writing, children will begin to appreciate the need to vary the tone and content according to the audience and purpose. They will communicate outcomes orally, in writing and through ICT if appropriate.

Year 3 Narrative - Unit 4 - Resources

The following resources are to support the learning and teaching of Literacy

· Grammar for writing, Ref: 0107/2000, Year 3 unit 17 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63317/ 

· Writing flier 1 - Improving writing, Ref: 0532/2001 
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/literacy/63353/
nls_teachwriting053201imp01.doc (MS WORD 193kb) 

