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Somali family Learning & Regeneration Projects (known as Sofale)

SELF-COMPLETION QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PARENTS, Dec. 2009 

Number of participants: 15 (random sample)                                                                                                      

	Questions:
	Responses
	Remarks

	1)
	Are your children on Free School Meals
	YES:  12    No: 3
	Most Somali families are on income support.

	2)
	Have any of your children had fragmented schooling experience?  For example staying in Somalia or in other country for some time before coming to UK.
	  Yes: 6   No: 9
	This relates to their relocation from other European countries or new arrivals to UK

	3)
	Do you think your children’s low attendance and/or /exclusion is a factor for his/her low ability? 
	 Yes: 10    No:  5 
	English language new to children and cultural issues are behind this problem. 

	4)


	Do you think your family housing condition e.g. size, overcrowding, being single or distance from school impact your child’s attainment? 
	 Yes: 9   No: 6  

  
	Lack of space for privacy particularly affects the older children.

	5)
	How do you rate your child’s relationship with teachers and students at school?
	with Teacher:  Good: 10   Very good: 5       

with Students:  Good: 5  Very good: 7    
	No relationship problems with teachers and students 

	6)


	 Does your school provide you target levels of your child/ren attainment such as area of strength/ weakness? 
	 Yes :12  No:3 
	Most do receive school reports and attend target days.

	7)


	Have your children attended play schools in UK?  If No, why?
	 Yes: 4  No: 11
	Lack of time or distance problem.

	8)
	Do you think the lack of the necessary learning resources at home e.g. Computer and other learning materials affect child’s attainment level? 
	Yes: 9  No: 6


	Only Computer without printer used by children for games.

Can’t afford or sustain the associated costs.

	9)
	Do you think teaching children in their first language (mother tongue) is crucial to children’s learning for example; reading, writing and speaking or  for better communication within family members? 
	Yes: 10  No: 5
	Most parents support provision of mother tongue as it significantly supports communication/relationship with children, especially those born in UK. 

	10)


	In your experience, do you think some teachers have low expectation of your child/ren simply because they know you can’t help them with their school work? 
	Yes: 6  No:9
	Not all teachers do that.

	11)
	What previous formal education you have undergone prior to your arrival in UK? 
	Elementary: 5  Secondary:3   

None: 7
	Many have been very unlucky.

	12)


	Have you got any qualification for English language courses in UK Colleges/or other schools? If NO, why
	ESOL Entry 1 (5 )ESOL Entry 2 (2) ESOL Entry 2 ( 2 ) None: 6  
	Because of Care responsibility or language difficulties.

	13)
	How often do you attend parents’ evenings in your child/ren school.  If never, why?
	Always: 6   Sometimes:9   Never: 0
	There is always bilingual translators

	14)


	Have you ever been member of school board of governors or any other school committee? If NO, what is the reason?
	Yes: 1 at once    No: 14 


	Language problem is the main barrier. 

	15
	Are there Somali Assistants at your local school? 
	 Yes: 12   No:3
	Most schools have Somali bilingual assistants. 

	16


	Are there any Somali volunteers at your Local school?
	Yes: 0  No:15
	No Somali volunteers at all 

	17)


	Do you think Somali bilingual professional teachers or classroom assistants at your children’s school would help your child improve attainment level? If so, why?
	Yes: 15  No: 0  
	This could help parents understand better what and how children are learning.

	18)


	 Do you think Somali bilingual News letter is helping you get information about UK education system, school life and expectations? 
	Yes: 13   No:2 ( I’m new to school) 
	I got to know many things about school life from Sofale newsletter.

	19)


	What is particularly important about Sofale study support activities to your child/ren and yourself? 

Please rate the  followings  in a scale of 1 to 10 

( 10 is the highest and 1 is the lowest)


	                              No.          Scale         

Small Class Size:  14:            9          

Communication:      9             8              

Quite/Safe place:   10             9             

Sport Activity          11             8            

Parent Engagement 11           7            

Tracking Pupils Progress:  8    7

Homework Support  11             8            

Clean up day          12               7          

Pre-entry ESOL      10               8            

Teachers’ Experience   9           7            

Celebrations events  13             9          

Health eating/Cooking11          10         

Sofale Bilingual News 12          10         

 away days                  14         10
	 Most of the parents highly appreciate Sofale services 


