Ealing Transition Conference      

‘Strong Partnerships for Transition’

February 11 2010 Grand Union Village

“We’ve come such a long way since our first transition conferences in 2004/5,” commented one experienced Primary Deputy Head. “We used to have no links with high schools and now we have links with lots of schools and our students really benefit.”

Our annual transition conference at Grand Union Village was a happy get-together,  well attended both by schools and by many branches of the Children’s Service. Transition Managers from ten high schools and at least 22 primary and special schools were able to network with each other and with members of the Acton and Northolt SAFE  teams,  the Primary Behaviour Service, Extended Schools,  Supplementary schools, YWCA, Pyramid and other projects.

Click here for the Conference pack.

Click here for the Conference overview presentation

Click here for the Early Transfer Form 2010, Transition Units 2010 and Transition Planning for children with SEBD (www.egfl.org.uk/teachingandlearning/transition  )

Strong partnerships between schools

Michael Warren from Drayton Manor High School described how Drayton Manor enables its students to build on their primary school learning by making full use of the information shared by primary school colleagues. Karine Waldron from Villiers High School described how the school’s philosophy is to develop effective learners and world citizens. She described how the school had surveyed parents about their expectations and experiences of Y6-Y7 transition for their children.

Strong partnerships to support progression Y6-Y7

Primary Transition Managers – Nigel Hawkins from Coston and Sue Magan from Willow Tree  - explained how the Transition Units work, are fun and can easily be uploaded onto Fronter (see  Uploading transition units) . Hilary Belden ran through the updated Early Transfer Form (see ETF Presentation) and the efforts the Four LA group is making to get it used much more widely across London (and possibly the world). Both documents are available on www.egfl.org.uk.

Strong partnerships to support individual students

The conference focused strongly on ‘narrowing the gaps’ – on how to the data and information transferred through the ETF and through discussions between primary and secondary schools - can support individual students as they make the move to high school.  

Monica Raphael briefed us on Ealing’s Black Achievement Project  and we heard from Lorna Jones,  Coordinator for Supplementary Schools  and Ali Osman who runs Sofale  (Somali Family Learning – see information in the  Conference pack) . Elaine Detain from Hammersmith and Fulham described their process to support vulnerable students and Martina Read, YWCA, and Yvonne Pearcy, Pyramid, presented their transition programmes for vulnerable students.  Jon Hicks from the Primary Behaviour Service reminded everyone about the very clear process for transition review meetings and information-sharing to support Y6 students at risk of exclusion. Transition planning for children with SEBD is on www.egfl.org.uk 

Our last two speakers were Peer Listeners from Y11 at Ellen Wilkinson. They gave us a wonderful picture of how they have been trained to support younger students, how much they enjoy it and how proud they are of their school. A great way to conclude the formal part of the day.

Strong Partnerships with parents

Our last activity was to collect as much information, through a questionnaire as we could about the way schools enable parents and carers to be fully briefed and feel positively involved in the transition process for their sons and daughters. (See ‘Transition and Families questionnaire’ and DCSF article in the conference pack.)  This will be passed on to the DCSF at their request. A short report on it will be available by mid-March.

A note on the venue

Grand Union Village is an excellent venue – the new community centre is bright and light, has a big conference room, two breakout rooms (classroom size) and good facilities for refreshments.  It also has wifi. Parking is reasonably easy and the Grand Union Canal runs alongside, creating a pleasant ambience! Contact Cathy Bowyer, the centre manager at www.guvcommunity.org.uk if you are interested in hiring it. Rates are very reasonable.

And finally....

My contact details and those of the contributors are on the contact sheet in the conference pack. Please contact us for any further information or support.

Many thanks to everyone who came for such a successful conference.

Good luck with all your transition activities in the coming months.

Hilary Belden

Ealing Transition  Coordinator

07946 871095

hilarybelden@clara.co.uk 

