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This email is an official communication to schools from the Department for Children, Schools and Families.
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Need to Know: Engaging with parents to support their children's education
Last week the Department launched Support for All: The Families and Relationships Green Paper. As part of this we are consulting you on our measures to further support all families. You can read the paper and see the consultation at www.dcsf.gov.uk/supportforall. We want as many people as possible to tell us what they think. Your views are very important to us.

Support for All sets out a broad cross-Government strategy on supporting families and relationships. Evidence shows that parental involvement in their children's education has a significant positive effect on educational achievement, not just early on in life, but also into adolescence and adulthood. Encouragingly, the most important things parents and carers can do to support learning are quite simple things, for example, talking to their child every day and showing a daily interest in their child's learning at school. Schools have an important role to play, particularly in encouraging parents and carers to do these things, and keeping them well informed about how else they can help.

The Department and our partners have produced useful materials to help you engage parents and carers. This email brings together some information and support materials about good practice in how to engage with parents and carers, including those who are often hardest to reach.

Jon Coles
Director General for Schools
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There is a range of existing material available for you to use with parents, including material for specific parent groups.

Parent support adviser (PSA) project
DCSF funds parent support advisers who work with parents, in a schools context, to help improve behaviour and attendance, overcome barriers to learning and increase the number of parents involved in their child's education, both at school and at home. More information about the project is available on the TDA (Training and Development Agency for Schools) website.

TDA: Parent support adviser project
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How primary and secondary schools help parents and carers to improve their child's learning
This booklet and accompanying DVD feature examples of good practice and case studies about engaging parents.

DCSF Online Publications: How primary and secondary schools help parents and carers to improve their child's learning
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Becta information about online reporting
By September 2010, secondary schools will be expected to report online to parents and carers about their child's progress. Primary schools will need to do this by September 2011. More information about online reporting is available in the 'Schools' section of the Becta website.

Becta: Parental engagement
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Engaging parents in raising achievement: Do parents know they matter? 
A research project on the relationship between parental engagement and raising achievement. The project's report is available to download as a PDF document.

Engaging parents in raising achievement: Do parents know they matter? research report
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How to help your child during the transition to secondary school
Getting involved is a video for parents of children who are moving from primary to secondary school. The video is available to watch on the National Strategies website.

National Strategies: Getting involved
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Moving forward together: Raising Gypsy, Roma and Traveller achievement 
This resource pack of four booklets is available to download from the 'Leadership' section of the National Strategies website.

National Strategies: Moving forward together
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The Impact of parental involvement, parental support and family education on pupil achievements and adjustment: A literature review
This review by Charles Desforges and Alberto Abouchaar investigates the relationship between parenting and pupil achievement and engagement.

The Impact of parental involvement, parental support and family education on pupil achievements and adjustment review
The Impact of parental involvement, parental support and family education on pupil achievements and adjustment review summary
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Changing your details:
This email has been sent to you as your email address is registered to a school on Edubase. To change your school's Edubase-registered (e)mailing address you can do so online at www.edubase.gov.uk using your data collection username and password or contact the Edubase team on 0870 1202527 or at helpdesk@edubase.gov.uk.

Contacting the Department for Children, Schools and Families:
To contact the Department, please use our online form or call us on 0870 000 2288.

[image: image16.png]




	[image: image17.jpg]





