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Observation and Planning prompts and questions 

Observation 

Spontaneously / on-the-spot
· Whilst engaging in play with the children:
· Adult-led
· Adult-initiated
· Child-initiated
· Noticing something from the corner of your eye / at other end of room / garden
Planned 
· By stepping back and being as unobtrusive as possible (for about 3-4 mins)
· Observing children during their child-initiated play
· Incorporating observations into the weekly routine
What to observe

· What the child knows and can do, across all seven areas of learning
· How the child interacts with others and the environment
· How the child applies his /her knowledge and skills in a range of contexts – ownership / embedded learning
· Significant achievements
· Child’s interests, fascinations and what they’re doing including schemas 
Planning 

WHY?
Rationale for Planning (from observations and knowledge of children)
1. What were the children’s current and emerging interests?
2. What might be the children’s next steps?
3. Which characteristics of effective learning were observed? And which can be developed further?
HOW?
How might you plan for that?
1. What do you want the children to learn?
· Areas of learning
· Characteristics of Effective Learning
2. Key vocabulary – linked to learning intention
3. Open-ended questions – linked to learning intention
4. What might your role be?
5. What might the planned experience be (incorporating children’s interests as a motivator)?
6. Where might it take place?
7. How will you differentiate the teaching and learning to support all children?

8. How might you adapt/add to the continuous provision to support children’s current interests and needs?



