
Dear colleagues 
 
Thank you providing us with immediate information on your school’s opening arrangements 
and for doing everything possible to open your schools on Monday for your most vulnerable 
children and for children of critical workers.   
 
The DfE provided some further guidance for schools on Monday and continues to ask that 
you follow the key principles 
 

1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 

2. If a child is vulnerable, and cannot be safely provided for at home, provision should 
be made available  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-
vulnerable-children-and-young-people 

3. The message to parents engaged in critical work in relation to Covid 19 is: 

 

“If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical 
sectors listed below, and you cannot keep your child safe at home then your 
children will be prioritised for education provision”. 
 

4. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the 
stringent social distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members 
with underlying conditions. 

5. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially 
in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same 
social distancing principles as adults. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-
educational-provision 

Since the Prime Minister’s further announcement on Monday evening, we fully expect that 
numbers of children attending schools will fall.   
 
At this stage, we are asking schools to remain open and for you to make adjustments to 
staffing as appropriate.  Kim Price’s team will be contacting you today in order to complete 
a data capture across the borough so that we have a clear position on the take-up of 
provision.  Social workers will be in touch with families to discuss children’s attendance at 
school.  
 
We are now asking all schools, if they have not done so already, to keep regular contact with 
all their children with EHC plans and all their children with a linked social worker.  We will 
be publishing a simple guide for schools on these conversations this week and finalising 
arrangements with headteacher reps on Friday.  Dedicated Safeguarding Leads should 
contact case workers directly with concerns or refer through ECIRS.   SENCos should make 
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direct contact with their Education Health Care Coordinators where they have concerns 
about education, health or care.  
 
 We are meeting with representative headteachers on Friday to review 
 

1. Provision across the borough and take-up 
2. Strategy for maintaining provision in the coming weeks and months 
3. Easter provision, prioritisation and funding 
4. How parents can request provision if their child’s school has to close due to staffing 

capacity 
5. Free School Meal arrangements – most impoverished families  
6. Safeguarding arrangements and guidance for schools re SEND 

 
 
Please feed your key questions and suggestions through your rep.   
 
We are working today to ensure that local guidance updates on key areas are easier to 
locate on EgfL.  If you have any feedback on our communications, do please let us know 
 
In the meantime, all guidance can be located at  
 
https://www.egfl.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-covid-19 
 
 
Best wishes and big thanks again for your commitment  
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