
   
 

   
 

Covid 19 Update for schools: 27th March 2020 

Following a meeting of the School Consultative Group, ELP Board Members, NAHT 
and ASCL representatives, the following key messages were agreed. 

1. All Schools to remain open, wherever possible, for children of key 
workers and vulnerable children and young people 

At this stage the advice is that all schools should remain open rather than form hubs.  
It is reasonable for schools to request that parents, wanting to access provision, 
should advise the school by 12pm, midday the day before.   

If no requests are received by this time, schools can consider closure for the next 
day but be on stand-by to re-open again the following day if requests are received.  

While it may be possible for some parents to give a longer period of notice, some 
key workers may be asked to change working patterns at short notice. 

This principle has been agreed to try and support every school in responding to the 
current crisis. 

2. In special circumstances, schools are asked to accept children of key 
workers from other settings that may have to close for health and safety 
reasons.   

The Family Information Service is co-ordinating requests from key workers where 
their child is not able to attend their own school.  FIS will seek to place children of 
key workers at schools that are near to their home where possible with the 
agreement of the receiving school.  We are asking every school to help out wherever 
this is practical.  

A small number of key workers may have children who are categorised as 
vulnerable.  In these cases, FIS will contact you to discuss to discuss these children 
and a risk assessment may need to be undertaken by the school. 

3. Easter Opening 

Where possible, schools should remain open over the Easter period for children of 
key workers during normal school hours.   There is no expectation that schools 
remain open for vulnerable children although schools may wish to do so. 

If schools are able to offer extended provision from 8.00 - 18.00, and are able to 
accept children from other schools,  please contact FIS so that we have a central 
overview.  Contact  children@ealing.gov.uk 0208 825 5588 

ASCL, NAHT and NEU joint advice, issued on 27th March, is that there is no 
expectation that schools are open on Good Friday or Easter Monday.  However, 
schools may do so if they wish. 

 

Further information and guidance designed to support schools with staffing 
decisions in relation to safeguarding and health & safety will be published 
shortly.  An update on FSM provision will follow.  
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