How can we find answers?

Identifying/Classifying
Group the things in your collection or allocate your specimen to a group, looking for particular properties, characteristics or behaviours. Match it to something with a name. This may be a real object or a description in a book.
· Classifying things according to characteristics (materials/minibeasts), or according to behaviour (materials which do/do not let light pass through

· We have samples of soil from different places; how can we identify and sort them?

· Can we group these musical instruments according to how sound is produced?
Observing or measuring over time
Observe it yourself. You may need to use some equipment to observe or measure it over some time, and think about how to record your observations. 
· How does a growing plant change, what happens to an ice balloon when we leave it in the classroom?

· What happens to bread when we leave it out? How does food change as it goes mouldy?

· Find out how puddles in the playground change over time.
Carrying out a survey/Pattern Seeking

Carry out a survey or keep a record of a lot of examples. Look for patterns and trends in populations.
· Look for trends in populations e.g. Do taller people jump higher?

· Find out about the variety and number of different seeds in a bag of birdseed.  
· Do the biggest fruits have the most seeds?

Fair testing

Do a fair test enquiry. Change one variable and observe or measure the effect, while keeping all other variables the same.
· Which type of paper absorbs most water?

· How does the temperature of water effect how long it takes sugar to dissolve?
· Which are the best materials for curtains?
Researching/Using secondary sources
Using published material, ICT, asking experts etc

· How many different types of woodlouse are there in the UK?

· Which planets have more than one moon?
· Which diseases can we vaccinate against?
