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Religious Education Policy …………………………… School



Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core subject nor a foundation subject. However the 1988 Education Act states: “Religious education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the national curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils.”

…………… is a community school, therefore we deliver RE in line with the locally agreed syllabus, “Sowing the seeds of the future: an exploration of human beliefs and values.”  Our aim is to ensure that pupils:

· Develop a knowledge and understanding of Christianity and its impact on our local community, and on our society today.

· Develop a knowledge and understanding of the other principle religious and non-religious belief traditions represented in Britain today.

· Learn to discriminate between those traditions, beliefs and practice that deserve respect, and practices and beliefs that can lead them into danger.

· Grow in their spiritual development.

· Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery.

· Develop skills and attitudes that will support their personal, moral, social and cultural development.

· Explore some questions of meaning and consider the different ways humankind has responded to them.

· Think about their own beliefs and values in the light of the beliefs of others—both religious and non-religious—and the values of the school community.

Approaches to the teaching of RE

In order to make religious education interesting we employ a variety of teaching methods, including art, music, discussion, the development of thinking skills, drama, the use of artefacts, pictures, stories, and the use of periods of stillness and reflection.

Where possible we want our pupils to have opportunities to encounter local faith communities through visits to local places of worship or visits from members of local faith or belief communities to the school.

We use as a basis for our planning the programmes of study of the local agreed syllabus, “Sowing the seeds of the future.” This includes ensuring that the following units are taught, along with other school-based units. As a source of ideas and teaching strategies we also make use of

 ……………..… ……… ……………… ………………………………………………………

	Foundation stage

	F1: Learning from stories (1): stories from the Bible

	F2: Learning from stories (2): stories from other traditions

	F3: Who am I?

	F4: Precious things


	Key stage 1

	KS1.1:Special days
	

	KS1.2: Special places
	

	KS1.3:  Learning from stories (3)
	

	KS1.4: Special food
	

	KS1:5: The importance of water
	

	KS1.6: Our world: caring for new life
	


	Key stage 2

	KS2.1: Beliefs and practices: Christianity
	

	KS2.2: Beliefs and practices: Hinduism
	

	KS2.3: Beliefs and practices: Islam 
	

	KS2.4: Beliefs and practices: Judaism 
	

	KS2.5: Beliefs and practices: Sikhism
	

	KS2.6: Spirituality through art
	

	KS2.7: Beliefs regarding death, 1
	

	KS2.8: Initiation practices
	

	KS2.9: Signs and symbols
	

	KS2.10: Moral dilemmas, 1
	

	KS2.11: Rules for living
	

	KS2.12: Seeds of unity, 1
	

	KS2.13: History of belief in the UK, 1
	

	KS2.14: Festivals of light
	

	KS2.15: Pilgrimage
	

	KS2.16: Special leaders
	


KS2.17: Religious buildings
KS2.18: Prayer, meditation and cultivating the inner life

Assessment and monitoring of RE 

In line with the school policy on assessment and monitoring…

It is expected that each teacher will be responsible for the regular assessment of their pupils through marking set work. As part of the work done in religious education pupils will complete an agreed key assessment task three times a year. The class teacher will record the level achieved by each pupil on a separate pro forma. This data will be used by the co-ordinator to track pupil progress through the school; it will also be used by the class teacher to ensure that each pupil is set work that is appropriately challenging. 

The co-ordinator will monitor RE within the school through analysis of this assessment data and …………………………………

The right of withdrawal from RE

……….. School encourages the development of an inclusive school culture. However we recognise that parents have the legal right to withdraw their children from religious education on the grounds of conscience. We would ask any parent considering this to contact the head teacher, to discuss any concerns or anxieties they may have about the policy, provision and practice of religious education. 

Date of policy review: x date
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(School ethos statement, e.g. example from Willow Tree) At Willow Tree School we have invested time and effort into creating a school that meets the needs of the child in the twenty-first century. An imaginative curriculum is delivered in classrooms that are equipped with state of the art technology. Through our teaching methods we aim to foster within each child a love of learning. We have developed a caring and welcoming environment, where pupil behaviour is good. We work hard to ensure that children feel secure and happy in the school. High value is placed on building a child’s self-esteem through enabling them to find success.
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