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0BITEM NO 8 1BFFOORR  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  2BAATTTTEENNTTIIOONN  OOFF::  
All governors 

TTIITTLLEE  Occasional Days for Academic Year 2016/17 
SSUUMMMMAARRYY  Headteachers and governors are requested to consider and agree 

occasional and training days for 2016/17 at a governing body 
meeting this term. 

KKEEYY  AACCTTIIOONN  PPOOIINNTTSS    
  

 To consider and agree the occasional day holidays to be taken 
during the 2016/17 academic year 

 To approve the dates for the training days  
3BAAUUTTHHOORR  //  TTIITTLLEE    Nora Leonard 

SACRE consultant 
TTEELLEEPPHHOONNEE  NNOO..  020 8825 7329   EEMMAAIILL  AADDDDRREESSSS  5TUnleonard@ealing.gov.ukU5T  

 
Governors are requested to consider and agree the three occasional day holidays that can be 
taken during the 2016/17 school year and to approve the dates of the five training days, which 
will be recommended by the headteacher following consultation with the school staff at a full 
governing body meeting this term. 
 
In considering the occasional days, governors are advised to take account of religious festivals 
that are of important to their school’s local community. A list of the most significant festivals to 
be avoided can be found in Appendix 2.  Please note that these dates are as accurate as 
possible, but that it is very hard to obtain precise dates for some of the festivals a year in 
advance. In addition the religious observances of certain important festivals can vary within 
individual religious communities. (For example, Christmas is observed on several different days 
in various Orthodox communities, and Eid-al-Fitr may be observed on different days in different 
mosques.P0F

1
P) Pupils and staff should be allowed to claim a different date as an ‘authorised 

absence’ for religious observance if the actual date of the holiday observed by their place of 
worship differs from the ‘official predication’ made the previous year. 
 
The term dates for the 2016/17 school year are attached for information as Appendix 1. 
 
The local authority no longer has a requirement for your school to notify us of the finally 
agreed dates. It is the school’s responsibility to ensure that they publicise their actual 
term dates to their pupils, staff, parents and carers.  Ideally this should also be on the 
school’s website. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 In 2015 the date for Eid el-Adha most widely reported on the internet—and hence on Ealing’s Days 
of Observance calendar—was 23 September. This was changed because the new moon was not 
visible when expected, and the previous month was extended by a day. This meant that at the last 
minute (i.e. months after schools had set their occasional days) parents were informed that Eid al-
Adha would be observed on the 24th. 
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