
HIGH SCHOOL RSE POLICY AUDIT TOOL

The RSE policy has been audited against the DfES Guidelines for Sex & Relationship Education (2000) and using policy development advice from the National Children’s Bureau (NCB) Sex Education Forum. A traffic light rating has been given for each recommended area as follows:

Red – the topic area/issue is not covered within the policy

Amber – the topic/issue is mentioned but could be expanded on (see comments)

Green – the topic/issue is covered sufficiently within the policy

School:


……………………………………..…………………...

Date of Policy:

………………………………………..………………...

Staff Responsible:
………………………………………….………………
Next Review Date:
…………………………………….……………………

 1. Description of the setting:





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

· A description of the geography and status of the setting – is your school part of the National Healthy Schools Scheme (NHSS)?

· The age range of the pupils.

· Sex, religious, ethnic and cultural mix of children.

· The family backgrounds of the children.

· Any special education needs of the children.

· The role/involvement of the governors within the school.

Comments:

2. Description of how the policy was formulated:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

To include…
· Membership of the working party 
· Describe the consultation process, include those consulted with, methods of consultation and outcomes.

Comments:

3. Aims and objectives of the policy: 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

· A statement of belief about the role and nature of sex and relationship education.

· A statement of how will this be achieved and who you will work in partnership with to ensure this.

· The aim of the policy.

Comments:

At secondary school level, RSE should prepare students for an adult life in which they can:

· Develop positive values and a moral framework that will guide their judgements, decisions and behaviour. 

· Understand the consequences of their actions and behave responsibly within sexual and pastoral relationships.

· Have the confidence and self-esteem to value themselves and others and respect for individual conscience and the skills to judge the kind of relationships they want.

· Communicate effectively.

· Be aware of their sexuality and understand human sexuality.

· Understand the arguments for delaying sexual activity and the reasons for having protected sex.

· Have sufficient information and skills to protect themselves and, where they have one, their partner from unwanted conceptions and sexually transmitted infections, including HIV.

· Avoid being exploited or exploiting others and being pressured into unwanted or unprotected sex.

· Access confidential sexual health advice, support and if necessary treatment.

· Know how the law applies to sexual relationships.

The policy aims to be a point of reference for all those involved in the design and delivery of RSE, those receiving RSE and to anyone (e.g. parents) who may wish to refer to the policy (Agreed by the Governing Body in ………/2006).
4. Moral and Values Framework:





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

· This is a statement of the values that the sex and relationship education programme will encourage and should reflect and build upon the values outlined in the National Curriculum Handbook and the schools mission statement.

Comments:

5. Content headings for the RSE programme:



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

This will include…

· A statement about the scope of sex and relationship education, including a working definition.

· How the content will be delivered, e.g. topics will be repeated in a developmental programme to enable children to build upon prior learning.

· How the content has been decided.

· What will be taught and at what age.

· How sensitive subjects are taught, for example:

· Sexuality; 

· Gender and the needs of boys and girls; 

· Religious and cultural beliefs; 

· Homophobic bullying.

· Attitudes to disability, diversity & differences.

· Protection from abuse
· Female genital mutilation 

Comments:

6. The Organisation of sex and relationship education:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

This will include…

· Who is responsible for co-ordinating relationship and sex education.

· Where it will be delivered, e.g. through science, circle time, outside visitors.

· The teaching methods (e.g. ‘distancing’ techniques, ground rules, question boxes, encouraging reflection).

· How pupils needs are identified.

· Whether it is delivered in mixed or single gender groups.

· The resources that will be used.

· The range of people who will deliver the sessions.

· How liaison with the school and youth service will happen.

· How the programme will be evaluated.

Comments:

7. Specific Issue Statements:





These will include…

Consultation with Parents:






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

How the setting will consult with parents, the rights of the parents to see materials and resources that will be used; what happens when a parent withdraws their child from sex and relationship education; how parents will be supported in their role as sex educators.

Comments:

Our school seeks to work in partnership with parents to provide effective RSE. Parents need to know that the school’s RSE programme will complement and support their role as parents and that they can be actively involved in the determination of a school’s policy.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the sex and relationship education provided at school (except for those parts included in the National Curriculum Science lessons). 

Alternative provision will be made in such cases (insert) ……………..

Use of visitors:







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

List those visitors who contribute to RSE programmes.

How will visitors be supported, and made aware of the policy. Describe the school protocol for adults other than teachers working in the classroom (CRB checks etc.).

Comments:

Confidentiality and Child Abuse and Protection Procedures.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Comments:

There are guidelines for staff on confidentiality and handling sensitive and controversial issues and supporting young people.

Teachers and other adults involved in RSE may sometimes hear disclosures that suggest a child is at risk of abuse. It is essential that all are aware of the schools’ child protection policy. A copy of this may be appended to this policy OR is available from the school’s designated child protection officer 

………………….………………….. (insert name)

Where an adult believes a child may be at risk, the designated teacher must be consulted before any further action is taken.

· Provision if a pupil becomes pregnant:



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pregnancy is not a reason for exclusion from school (Circular 10/99 Social Inclusion: Pupil Support). Schools should work with the LEA and social services to provide appropriate support for the pupil during pregnancy and after the baby is born. 
Highlight links with external agencies when specialist support needed, for example;

· Connexions

· Pupil Referral Units

Include details of education provision whilst out of school.

Comments:

· Provision for pupils who are ‘looked after’.



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Highlight how the school works in partnership with carers and staff (e.g. social workers) who are also responsible for providing RSE.

How are pupils referred for specialist support.

Comments:


Children and young people who are looked after often miss out on RSE programmes at school because they do not attend regularly or they are moving between schools, or their special needs mean that they attend but do not engage with the lessons. Special provision is made for these pupils (insert) ………………

· SEN








 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Explain how the needs of children with special educational needs, physical disabilities and learning difficulties will be met.

Highlight how the school works in partnership with any health staff, parents and carers. 

What are appropriate methods of teaching?

How are pupils referred for specialist support.

Comments:

Children with special educational needs, physical disabilities and learning difficulties must be properly included in sex and relationship education…. 

· How do RSE teachers deal with answering difficult questions?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Question boxes can be used

Comments:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Identify links with other school policies, e.g. bullying and equal opportunities.


Comments:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

· Describe school guidelines for handling sensitive issues such as: 

dealing with inappropriate sexual behaviour; provision for girl’s periods; handling the media.

Comments:

8. How the resources have been selected:



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

· This will detail how the resources will be selected and checked for stereotyping, bias and prejudice.

Comments:

9. Procedures for monitoring and evaluation:



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

This will detail the process for how the policy will be reviewed, monitored and evaluated.

· Identify staff responsible for monitoring and evaluating the programme.

· Describe the process for including staff, pupils and parents.

Comments:

It is recommended that the policy is reviewed yearly.

10. Dissemination of the policy:





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

This will detail…

· How the policy will be made available.

· Staff training.

· Parent’s meetings.

Comments:
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