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	Ealing Agreed Syllabus: guidance for teachers

	
	Year 8: Babies


	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities
	Suggested resources

	To articulate personal feelings about babies.

To show awareness of their non-material needs.

To display an appreciation and understanding of the importance and significance of names with meanings.

To show an understanding of how a baby’s life may be marked by religious ceremony.

To recognise that change and growth are normal and desirable.
	1. Elicit description of babies and collect words in response to pictures of babies. 

2. Make a collage of babies cut from magazines and attach ideas from previous session.

3. Introduce students to the material needs of babies, using clothes, feeding bottles etc.

4. Examine non-material needs discussing feelings towards babies and how these needs can be met, support with models of babies. 

5. Names.   Who chooses our names?   Create simple family trees to show different names and display.
6. Study of class portrait with names. Attach personal interests and statements to each student.   Request photos of students as babies from home.

7. Examine photos of students and ask the group to identify the respective student in each case, with reference to changes.

8. Giving names: start looking at child baptism, consider those persons present (family, minister etc). Highlight ceremony as a very special occasion with a focus on any cards, gifts etc. 

9. Considering the future and the church’s view on beliefs and values in the baby’s personal and spiritual development. Make reference to an event from the life of Jesus to show an emphasis on following Jesus. 

10. Naming a Sikh baby.   Examine ceremony and consider the future according to Sikh beliefs and values.

11. Awareness of personal beliefs and values in response to their own development.   Set some short-term goals.

12. Review goals set and undertake evaluation of module through NRA work.


	Posters showing baptism / naming ceremony 

Artefacts such as the baptismal candle, baptismal remembrance certificate and the kara (steel bracelet).

CD Roms, Exploring World Religions and World Religions – The Beginner’s Bible, My Sikh Life, People
PSHE resources for baby care items and pictures of growth etc 

ICT (word-processing, desktop publishing, CD Roms and digital camera)
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Outcomes

At the end of this unit, pupils at foundation level will:

· be able to respond to a range of sensory stimuli in relation to babies, for example scanning / tracking images / pictures, feeling baby care objects, vocalising in relation to sounds.

· be able to focus on and respond to audio-visual stimuli given in CD Roms.
At the end of this unit, pupils at intermediate level will:

· be able to associate and recognise baby care items with model baby

· be able to explore and respond to related artefacts. 

· be able to highlight basic detail in a Christian baptism / Sikh naming ceremony.

At the end of this unit, pupils at advanced level will be able to do all of the above. In addition they will:

· be able to talk about the emotional and physical needs of a baby.

· be able to create and talk about their own family tree.

· be able to use key words and reflect upon the two given naming ceremonies in detail.
	Background information

	
Sikh naming ceremony (Naam Karan)

www.thaisikh.org
	The child naming ceremony (Naam Karan) usually takes place in a gurdwara after the baby and mother are medically and physically fit to attended. There is no time-limit for this to take place and the family should not feel undue pressure. The only thing that matters is the well being of the mother and child. 

On the day, the family and their invited guests should attend the normal weekly gathering of the congregation for the singing of devotional songs or kirtan. The family should make arrangements to have karah prasad (specially blessed sweet) made for the occasion. Various hymns (shabads) of thanks, joy and support should be sung in the congregation followed by the short Anand Sahib. 

Then comes the main part of the ceremony which is the naming to the baby. The Ardas (prayer of petition) is done in the normal way with a request to grant the child good health; make him or her a dedicated server of the country and to ask for a name for the child. The Ardas is followed by the Hukamnama, a hymn read  in the presence of the Sikh holy scripture, Sri Guru Granth Sahib. When the Hukamnama is taken, the first letter of the first word of the particular hymn chosen is the letter to be used to give the name to the child: i.e. the name must begin with this letter.

Once the parents have chosen a name for the baby, ‘Kaur’ (‘princess’) is added to the names of girls and ‘Singh’ (‘lion’) is added to the names of boys. The priest will pronounce the name of the child and the ceremony is completed. The parents should then register the child’s name with the legal authorities. 
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