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	Ealing Agreed Syllabus: guidance for teachers

	
	Title of unit: Why do we suffer?


	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities
	Suggested resources

	The question of suffering

	AT1 

Be able to identify different types of suffering and some of the causes.

Evaluate Christian and Buddhist beliefs and teachings about suffering.

AT2

Be able to raise your own questions about suffering.

Give your opinion about God and suffering, making reference to religious points of view.

	Starter: Read individually the story of Mirad: A boy from Bosnia by Ad de Bont. In silence pupils write down 3- 5 words which describe how they feel after reading the account. Allow time for pupils to feedback.

Development:

1) Read the extract as a class.

2) Summarise the story in 3 sentences.

3) Using the framework from the Teacher’s Resource pupils prepare for a TV interview with Mirad. This includes: 

· Setting the scene and introducing Mirad

· Questions to ask Mirad.

· A reflection on the incident and an ‘outro’ that sums up the big religious questions raised.

Plenary: Which of the following do the pupils agree with (pupils to give one reason why):

· God cannot exist – no God would allow such suffering.

· Don’t blame God for suffering, blame human beings.

SEN/EAL: Framework for sentences.  Simpler framework for the TV interview task.

Extension: Go directly on the interview task with out a framework but with a guidelines sheet.

Homework: Find a story in a newspaper of suffering and say what caused that suffering.
	This is RE Book 3

p60-61

This is RE Book 3 Teacher’s resource p74


	What are the causes of suffering?

	
	Starter:  Consider a current news story, put it onto the IWB and read through the story together.  Pupils note down what the suffering was, who was involved, where it took place, why they think it happened.

Development:

1) Pupils consider the photographs in This is RE book 3 p62-3 and discuss in pairs which is the least serious and the most serious and say why.

2) Feedback ideas to the class.
3) Pupils classify photographs on a table deciding on type of suffering, and whether they have natural or human causes.
Plenary: Today I have learnt…

Before I thought that…

SEN/EAL: Paired work to support these pupils.  Framework given for main task.

Extension: Consider two statements applying to suffering:

Humans cause suffering

Suffering is an inevitable part of the natural world.

Could they both be true?  If so, how?

Homework: Think of a time when you suffered in any way.  What were the causes?  Do you think you learnt anything from the experience?


	www.bbc.co.uk 

This Is RE Book 3 p62-3

Teacher’s resource p75



	How does suffering affect belief in God?

	
	Starter:  Photocopy the ideas on p64 This is RE Book 3.  Pupils to read through and circle the one that nearest fits their view.  Allow time for pupils to feedback responses and say why.

Development: 

1. Small group work.  

· Complete the phrase: “In a world without suffering there would be no more…?”

· Decide whether such a world would be a good or a bad thing.  Justify your point of view.

· Allow groups to feedback responses.

2. Read This is RE Book 3 P65.  Task 4 asks pupils to decide whether events are totally natural or not.  Pupils complete this task individually using the framework sheet in the teacher’s resource book p 77.

Plenary: Write down 2-5 things that help people cope with suffering.

SEN/EAL: Small mixed ability group work to support lower ability and EAL. Framework sheet for second task.

Extension: Lead small groups and be responsible for feeding back groups response.

Read quote from CS Lewis and explain in your own words what you think he meant.

“Try to exclude the possibility of suffering which the order of nature and existence of freewill involve, and you find you have excluded life itself.”

CS Lewis was a Christian writer whose wife died of cancer less than two years after they married.

Homework: Complete the two blank spaces on the framework sheet from the main task Totally Natural? Totally Human?  Include your own headlines these could be taken from a news story or made up. 


	This is RE Book 3 p64-65

A3 paper and felt pens

Teacher’s resource p77

Christianity in Today’s World – Religion in Focus p104

	What does the story of Job teach us about suffering?

	
	Starter: Agree disagree statements.  This could be a paper exercise or done physically using the space of the classroom.


    Strongly agree                                                                           Strongly disagree

God only tests us to a limit we can take

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

More suffering in the world is caused by people than anything else

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

We shouldn’t be greedy.  This can cause much suffering in the world.

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

Through suffering we learn and improve ourselves.

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

God does not care about human suffering.

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

God knows so much more than us that God can see the whole picture.

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

Development:

1) Read the story of Job This is RE Book 3 p66-67.

2) Make a fortune line for Job.  Use the framework fro the Teacher’s resource p78.

3) Add on top how Satan is feeling at each point as a comparison.  This should be done in a different colour – key may be included.

4) Allow pupils to feed back their ideas and discuss why Job reacts in the way he does.

[continued]

Plenary: The part of the story which took most thought was….

SEN/EAL: Break down the fortune line into smaller steps.

Extension: Job found out that there are no easy answers to the questions raised by suffering.  In the end, he believed that only God knew the answers and that was good enough for him.  How do you respond to this belief?

Homework: Write 3-5 questions that you would like to ask God about suffering.  If you do not believe in God then a wise person.


	 

	What does Buddhism teach about suffering?

	
	Starter: wordsearch

Development:

1) Read the Buddhist response to suffering  (This is RE Book 3 P70).

2) Using the worksheet from the Teacher’s resource p79 pupils list 8 examples of different kinds of suffering.

3) Pupils mark the worst kind with an asterisk (*).

4) Take feedback from the class and get them to justify their choices.

5) Pupils complete the table based on the 4 Noble Truths found I the Teacher’s resource p 79.

Plenary: One thing I could do to stop suffering in the world is…

SEN/EAL: List 3-5 types of suffering.  Complete sentences in the table exercise.

Extension:     Which of the two views do you support?

· Suffering?  Only God knows everything. (Job)

· Suffering? Only human beings can find the solution. (Buddha)   

Give at least three reasons to support your view. Write your answer in your book in a paragraph.

Homework: Write an email to Joyce Miller asking her a question about her faith and the fact of suffering in the world.


	Teacher’s resource p78

This is RE Book 3 P70

Teacher’s resource p79

Teacher’s resource p79



	What does Christianity teach about suffering?

	
	Starter: Acrostic poem using the word suffering.
Development: 

1. Read the story ‘The Long Silence’ as a class.

2. Pupils complete questions on the story.

Part 1

Where is the meeting with God Taking place?

When is the meeting taking place?

What is God going to do with the people before him?

List 3 ways in which people had suffered.

Part 2

The people were belligerent – aggressive, ready to fight or argue.  What had made them so angry?

Who were the people blaming?

Who or what do you think is responsible for the suffering of the woman in the concentration camp, the negro boy and the schoolgirl?

Why are the people silent at the end?

Part 3

The final sentence of the story has been left unfinished.  Complete it in a way that makes the meaning of the story clear.

Why do you think the story helps Christians when they think about suffering?

Plenary: “God knows everything about suffering.”

I agree with this statement because…

I disagree with this statement because…

SEN/EAL: The questions are levelled so that pupils can work at their own level.

Extension: Complete Part 3 of the question sheet. Read the statements on p75 This is RE Book 3 and write your own statement to go with them.

Homework: Statement sort activity using worksheet 5.7 Teacher’s resource.  Pupils can either cut and stick into 3 columns or write in the appropriate number.


	This is RE Book 3 p71

This is RE Book 3 p72-73
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Outcomes

At the end of this unit, most pupils will:

AT1 Level 5

· explain key religious and secular beliefs and ideas about suffering.

· identify similarities and differences within and between religions in relation to the question of suffering.

· explain the impact of beliefs about suffering on individuals and their communities.

· consider how religious sources are used to provide answers to ultimate questions.

AT2 Level 5

· ask, and suggest answers to questions about suffering, relating them to their own and other’s lives.

· ask and suggest answers to questions of meaning and purpose relating them to their own and other’s lives.

· lead discussions relating to suffering.

Some pupils will have made less progress and will:

AT1 Level 4

· describe and show understanding of religious and secular ideas about suffering.

· make comparisons between the beliefs and ideas of some religions in connection with the question of suffering.

· express beliefs and ideas about suffering in the world.

· Use a developing religious vocabulary writing in simple sentences which are organised into paragraphs.

AT2 Level 4

· can ask questions about suffering and suggest appropriate answers.

· discuss in small groups issues relating to the question of suffering.

· apply their ideas to their own and other people’s beliefs about the question of suffering.

Some pupils will have made more progress and will:

AT1 Level 6

· interpret sources and arguments, explaining the reasons that are used in different ways to provide answers to ultimate questions.

· give informed accounts of religious and secular beliefs and ideas about suffering and the reasons for the diversity amongst them.

· explain the impact of religious and secular beliefs on individuals and communities

· use religious and philosophical vocabulary in various sentence structures

AT2 Level 6

· relate different religious perspectives on ultimate questions to their own and other’s lives
· use reasoning and examples to express insights into their own and other’s views on the question of suffering.
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