
The assembly

Today – 12 June - would be Anne Frank’s birthday.   She would now be a grandmother in her 70s and might have had grandchildren your age.  

First reading from Anne Frank’s diary. Student steps forward and reads:

“13 June 1944.  Another birthday has gone by so now I’m fifteen.  I’ve received quite a few presents, an art history book, a set of underwear, two belts, and a handkerchief, two pots of yoghurt, a pot of jam and two small honey biscuits…Peter and I have both spent years in the annexe – we often discuss the future, the past and the present, but … I miss the real thing, and yet I know it exists.”  

Anne Frank wrote these words while she was in hiding from the Nazis 60 years ago in a secret annexe in Amsterdam during the Second World War.   

Even at times of hardship Anne’s family and friends still tried to provide presents, why was this important?

 (Where appropriate the teacher could ask this question to elicit a response) 

For the last birthday she enjoyed in freedom, Anne had received what became her favourite ever present, a check covered diary, which she called Kitty and confided in as a friend. 

After two and a half years of not being able to go out or make any noise during the day, Anne and her family were discovered, arrested and sent to concentration camps, where Anne, her mother and her sister eventually died of disease and 


starvation.   She had committed no crime; she was a young girl who could have been sitting in this hall listening to this assembly, but the Nazi racist ideas meant that all Jewish people were deemed unfit to live.  Black people, disabled people and gypsies were also murdered by the Nazis.
Amazingly, thanks to Miep Gies, this teenager’s diary was published and has become an inspiration to people all over the world for over fifty years.   Anne’s diary was a source of comfort for Nelson Mandela while he was imprisoned in South Africa.   Anne’s diary continues to give us all a message of hope.  Despite her fear and the danger of her situation, she still kept the vision to imagine a world free from suffering and persecution for all humanity. 

We can look today at someone else in this story.  Anne’s father, Otto Frank, had a  secretary called Miep Gies.  Miep was neither Jewish nor Dutch but an Austrian Christian, and at great risk to herself, she chose to look after the family throughout their two and a half years in hiding.  She brought them food and other supplies, without which they could not have survived.  If she had been caught doing this, she would have been imprisoned or shot.  Her husband could also have been in danger. 

Miep’s act of moral courage lets us ask ourselves, “What would I have done in this situation, if my neighbour had needed my help?”  Anne’s story teaches us that our differences should make no difference.   They didn’t to Miep.  Do they to us? 

Miep had a choice to make.   Throughout our lives, we will all have choices to make.  We hope they will not be life or death choices, but we can be called on to make difficult choices in our own school, social life, sports club, journey home, and eventually in our adult working lives.

At some point in our lives we all come face to face with injustice and we have to decide how to respond.  Taking a stand against such wrongs can be difficult.  It is often easier and safer to look the other way, as most people did when the Nazis 

and their sympathisers murdered millions of innocent people a relatively short time ago.

Making the choice that you know feels right is not always easy, but what we do makes a difference to other people.   Look at how the personal diary of a teenager has inspired others.   We can all of us make a difference.   (For dramatic effect the teacher pauses and looks around at the pupils).

Moral courage is different from physical courage – it is about choices and standing by your principles and what you believe in, acting on those principles, and not allowing yourself to be led by others you know are wrong.  Ask yourself, “What have I done that I can feel proud of?”  Then ask yourself, “Is there any situation I have been in where I have made the wrong choice, and I knew that I had made the wrong choice, because I gave in to peer pressure?”   (Teacher pauses to allow for reflection)

From this year the charity the Anne Frank Trust UK will give special awards for people who you think have shown moral courage.  These can be people we have read about or have heard about, but just as importantly, these can also be people we know: friends and family, people we know at school, young and old.   Their stories may be recent or part of family or community history.   They may have happened in this country or abroad.  

(The teacher may wish to cite some examples)

(At this point the teacher can hold up a nomination form and if they have the Moral Courage - Who's Got It pack they can hold up the classroom poster).

These are the nomination forms and guide notes for the Anne Frank Awards, which can be filled in either in class or in your own time, which will give you a chance to think carefully and choose someone that you feel has made the right moral choice, when it would have been easier not to.   We as teachers will also think about who we would 

choose.  There are several different categories on the form, and your nominations will be sent to the Anne Frank Trust.  The winners will be taken on an escorted visit to the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam to see where Anne spent her years in hiding writing her diary, which is still kept there.  

Let us now take half a minute to think about something that you might have seen happen at home or at school, or read in a newspaper or seen on the television that could be considered an act of moral courage and you would like to describe on the form.

(We suggest that students are given half a minute of quiet reflection). 

Student steps forward for the second reading from Anne Frank’s diary:

“Saturday, July 15th, 1944.  It’s difficult in times like these: ideals, dreams and cherished hopes rise within us, only to be crushed by grim reality.  It’s a wonder I haven’t abandoned all my ideals, they seem so absurd and impractical.  Yet I cling to them because I still believe, in spite of everything, that people are truly good at heart.  It’s utterly impossible to build my life on a foundation of chaos, suffering and death… When I look up at the sky, I somehow feel that everything will change for the better, that this cruelty too will end, that peace and tranquillity will return once more.  In the meantime I must hold on to my ideals.  Perhaps the day will come when I will be able to realise them.  Yours, Anne M. Frank
Three weeks after Anne wrote those words, her family was discovered and arrested. Anne knew how difficult it was to keep to her principles, and yet she did.  

Wouldn’t she have been pleased to think that we are doing this on her birthday.

(It is optional as to whether a prayer, suitable poem or other reading ends the assembly)

Students leave the room to appropriate reflective music

They are encouraged to pick up a nomination form.  Teachers can also give them out in the classroom. 

…Ends…
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