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When does talk turn into reading?   A crucial question to think about together… 

Main points from the presentation Your thoughts and 

reflections 

Children are great conversationalists – natural communicators and talkers  

Having a conversation is a complex enterprise. What are the processes involved in a 

conversation……? 

- Speaking 

- Listening 

- Turn-taking 

- Watching 

- Formulating ideas 

- Making ideas and THINKING visible 

- Confirming and clarifying thinking 

- Reflection 

- Imitation and copying 

- Gestures and movements 

 

 

 

What kind of ‘talk’ are we talking about?  What is happening when children are engaged in conversational talk? 

‘Sensitive periods’ in early brain development……. 

You can watch the Serve and Return film again and share them with your colleagues – carefully type the following into 

Google: 

http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/multimedia/videos/three_core_concepts/brain_architecture/ 

The roots of literacy are in the foundation of talk 

‘Children’s talk enables them to understand linguistic patterns, phonological sensitivity, 

drawing, writing and reading in the whole context of children being involved in talk, 

conversation, chatting, singing, play, rhyming, dancing and ritual’ Whitehead in Moyles p. 273 

“Talk is the sea upon which all else floats.”  (James Britton, 1970)  

 

 

‘Psycholinguists have shown that children’s experience of learning to talk is fundamental 

to their development as readers and writers’ 

Children will use the strategies of learning to talk, and the conversations they have, to 

make sense of the written word 

Kelly, Early Childhood Education p.135 

 

 

- Sharing emotions and 

feelings 

- Making your voice heard 

- Empathy 

- A sign of love and friendship 

- Making relationships 

- Understanding others 

- Remembering 

- Enjoyment 

- Building confidence and 

self-esteem…… 

http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/multimedia/videos/three_core_concepts/brain_architecture/


2 Di Chilvers principles, pedagogy and practice in early childhood 2020© 

 

What are some of these strategies? 

• remembering/memory 

• thinking, understanding 

• phonological sensitivity 

• rhymes, patterns, rhythms 

• Talk, talk, talk, talk, talk… 

• relationships, being involved, being listened to  

• auditory discrimination 

• many others….. 

 

 

 

Literacy in the EYFS - Current Area of Learning; 

Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to 

begin to read and write.  Children must be given access to a wide range of reading  

materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 

 

 

The proposed reforms to Literacy in the EYFS; 

The Educational programme:  Reading consists of two dimensions: word reading and 

comprehension (both listening and reading). It is important to develop both aspects. 

Good language comprehension, necessary for both reading and writing, draws from 

linguistic knowledge and knowledge of the world. 

By listening and talking about stories, rhymes and poems, and non-fiction books, children 

develop knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live. Skilled word reading 

involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words 

(decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. 

Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating 

ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

It is also crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading; by reading books in 

class and demonstrating their own enjoyment, teachers will pass on the joy of reading. 

To find a full version of the proposed EYFS Reforms go to; 

https://foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/LED-events-table-of-

proposed-changes-to-AOL-and-ELGs.pdf 

 

Talking, Speech, language 

and communication 

develop gradually based on 

good attention, listening 

and play skills 

 

https://foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/LED-events-table-of-proposed-changes-to-AOL-and-ELGs.pdf
https://foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/LED-events-table-of-proposed-changes-to-AOL-and-ELGs.pdf
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Phil Minns, Ofsted HMI for the EYFS…….. 

“We would have no expectation of seeing phonics being taught before children are in Reception. 

We know that it happens sometimes” 

“In the first four years of the EYFS, we wouldn’t necessarily see phonics, and we wouldn’t expect 

phonics to be taught” 

“We do expect children when they get into Reception class to be coming across phonics quite 

quickly, but we’d say that in an appropriate way, in a well-managed way, in a way that children 

can enjoy and engage with well. “ 

 (Interviewed in the TES 15.1.20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk for Reading includes… 

- Conversational talk… 

- Environmental print… 

- Observation and learning stories… 

- Imaginative play…. 

- Interests, ideas, fascinations.. 

- Appropriate teaching of phonics… 

- Language and literacy rich environments…. 

- High quality book/story corners….. 

- Good story telling….. 

 

 

Contact Di via email di.chilvers@watchmegrow.uk  or phone 07939 594801 

Have a look at the WatchMeGrow website and BLOG at  www.watchmegrow.uk 

The evidence: 

“Children learn richer vocabulary in playful 

learning where the information is 

meaningful than they do in direct 

instruction methods devoid of meaningful 

engagement” 

Studies on shape learning with 4yr olds (2013) and 

Spatial language through block play with 4yr olds 

(2011), (Ferrara, Hirsch-Pasek, Newcombe, Golinkoff 

and Lam) 

 

Talk for thinking: 

“You read in the books the fire 

alarm went off. Shouldn’t it turn 

on if there is a fire?” 

Ewan (nearly 5 yrs old) 

 

mailto:di.chilvers@watchmegrow.uk
http://www.watchmegrow.uk/
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The One Hundred Languages of Children 
 

The child 
is made of one hundred. 

The child has 
a  hundred languages 

a  hundred hands 
a  hundred thoughts 

a  hundred ways of thinking 
of playing, of speaking. 

A hundred always a hundred 
ways of listening 

of marvelling of loving 
a  hundred joys 

for singing and understanding 
a hundred worlds 

to discover 
a hundred worlds 

to invent a hundred worlds 
to dream. 

The child has 
a hundred languages 

(and a hundred hundred more) 
but they steal ninety-nine. 

The schools and the culture 
separate the head from the body. 

They tell the child: 
to think without hands 

to do without head 
to listen and not to speak 
to understand without joy 

to love and to marvel 
only at Easter and Christmas. 

They tell the child: 
to discover the world already there 

and of the hundred 
they steal ninety-nine. 

They tell the child: 
that work and play 
reality and fantasy 

science and imagination 
sky and earth 

reason and dream 
are things 

that do not belong together. 
 

And thus they tell the child 
that the hundred is not there. 

The child says: 
No way. The hundred is there. 

 
 

Loris Malaguzzi 
Reggio Emilia - Northern Italy 

 

 
 


