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Who are we?
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Today we will be answering these questions:

What do we mean by ‘fun with sounds’?

How does it link to reading?

What can I do with sounds to help children get ready for 
reading?
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What do we mean by ‘fun with sounds’?

How does it link to reading?

What can I do with sounds to help children get ready for 
reading?
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What is ‘Fun with Sounds’?

The awareness of the sounds in spoken words

Understanding that words are made up of 
syllables, rhyme and sounds

sound awareness phonological awareness

Same thing!

True / False Quiz 
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Phonological awareness and phonics are the 
same…

Phonological 
Awareness

Awareness of sounds and 
structure of spoken words

Phonics

Matching sounds to letters

Children need phonological awareness skills to 
help them learn new words…

Phonological awareness helps children to:

Know where one word 
ends and the next begins

Understand the 
meaning from words

Identify words they 
don’t understand
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Reading to children is the only way to support 
their reading development…

Developing phonological awareness skills

= strong foundation to start learning to read!

Evidence
Hull City Council National Reading Panel

• Intensive phonological awareness instruction 
will have:

 a significant effect on reading and spelling

 benefits to all children regardless of 
reading ability

• Trialled phonological awareness programme

• Percentage increase in Early Learning Goals:

 Listening & attention – 30%

 Understanding – 27%

 Speaking – 13%

 Self-confidence & self-awareness – 40%

 Making relationships – 27%

 Reading – 20%

 Writing - 17%

• So… phonological awareness programme rolled 
out across early years settings!

2016 target – ‘improve achievements of disadvantaged children in 
the early years & of the most able pupils at all key stages’

A report to US congress 
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Which phonological awareness skills are 
important in the Early Years?

Listening skills RhymeSyllables

Today we will be answering these questions:

What do we mean by ‘fun with sounds’?

How does it link to reading?

What can I do with sounds to help children get ready for 
reading?
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Why are phonological awareness skills 
important?

“Phonological awareness skills 
are key to children’s progress in 
learning to read”

National Reading Panel (2000)

4 y 5½ y 6½ - 6y10m 6y11m – 7y4m

Your 
turn!

How do children become aware of sounds 
in words?
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How do children become aware of sounds 
in words?

4 y 5½ y 6½ - 6y10m 6y11m – 7y4m

Awareness of 
compound 
words 
(words that are 
made up of two 
words e.g. ‘cowboy’)

Able to count 
syllables

& 

Identify
rhyming words

Able to delete 
first or last 
sound 
(e.g. say cat without 
the ‘t’)

Able to 
change first 
and last sound
(e.g. change the ‘h’ 
in hat to ‘b’) 

& 

Generate 
rhyming words

Words 

Syllables

Rhyme

Phonemes
/sounds

Order of Development – Big to Small!
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Different

easier                harder

Detect & 
Manipulate

Segment
Blend

Order of Development

easier                 harder

The impact on language

Phonological 
awareness is an 

essential part of 
learning new words!

Children need to be able to identify 
each single word in a sentence 
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The impact of learning to read

Bow Bow Bough 

Which words rhyme? 

Why are written words so confusing?

How many sounds?

DrawerDraw

\

The same!

\\
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Today we will be answering these questions:

What do we mean by ‘fun with sounds’?

How does it link to reading?

What can I do with sounds to help children get ready for 
reading?

What you can do next…
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Now it’s our turn!

Words 

Syllables

Rhyme

Phonemes
/sounds
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Words 

Syllables

Rhyme

Phonemes
/sounds

To do all of these, 
we first need early 

listening skills

Activities to develop early listening skills
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Teaching key concepts for phonological awareness
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Words 

Syllables

Rhyme

Phonemes
/sounds
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Activity to develop awareness of words

Jump the words!

Words 

Syllables

Rhyme

Phonemes
/sounds
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Activities to develop understanding of syllables
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Words 

Syllables

Rhyme

Phonemes
/sounds

Silly Soup

Pull out two objects and see if they rhyme!

Activities to develop understanding of rhyme

35

36



29/04/2020

19

Words 

Syllables

Rhyme

Phonemes
/sounds
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I Spy with my 
little eye…

Activities to develop skills at phoneme/sound level

Today we will be answering these questions:

What do we mean by ‘fun with sounds’?

How does it link to reading?

What can I do with sounds to help children get ready for 
reading?
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Great things happening at the moment to 
know about….. 
• BBC ‘Tiny Happy People’ campaign @bbctinyhappypeople on 

Instagram and Facebook 

• Department of Education Hungry Little Minds campaign-
https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/

• NSPCC ‘Look, sing and play’- an app for parents to ‘build you baby’s 
brain everyday’ 

Any questions?

41

42



29/04/2020

22

References
• Anthony, J. L. & Francis, D. J. (2005). Development of Phonological Awareness. Current Directions in 

Psychological Science, 14(5), 255-259.

• Gillon, G. T. (2004). Phonological Awareness. New York: Guildford Press. 

• Rosner, J. (1993). Helping children overcome learning difficulties (Third Ed.) New York: Walker and 
Company

• Snowling, M. (2001). Language and literacy skills: Who is at risk and why? In D. V. M. Bishop & L. B. 
Leonard (Eds.), Speech and Language Impairments in Children: Causes, characteristics, intervention 
and outcome (pp 245-260)

• Stringer, H. (2016). A Manual for Phonological Awareness Intervention. 2nd edition. Newcastle 
University, School of Education, Communication and Language Sciences. Newcastle upon Tyne, UK. 

• Wilson, K. & Katz, M. (2009). Reading, Literacy and Auditory-Verbal Practice. Workshop 
presentation

43


