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For the Love of Reading 

‘There are better ways to engage 
children in a story than merely 

reading from a book’ 

Early Years Consultants: 
Natasha Henry and Lizzie Ross

1

2



29/04/2020

2

Building on children’s first-hand 
experiences and interests as a 
stimulus to enrich shared narrative 
and storytelling.

Workshop Aims

In this work shop you will have the opportunity to:

• Make links between narrative and early reading and explore the clear 
links between developing narrative, story telling and improved 
outcomes in literacy.

• Explore and develop your story telling skills based on children’s first-
hand experiences and multi-sensory learning

• Use children’s first hand experiences to develop creative stories using 
imagination, props and existing knowledge 

• Explore the links between retelling stories and events using objects of 
reference  

• Consider the differentiation required to support children’s developing 
language
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Making links between narrative and early reading and 
explore the clear links between developing narrative, 

story telling and improved outcomes in literacy.

‘In order for schools to improve the literacy
learning of all students, different pedagogical
strategies need to be employed. Using storytelling
in the classroom is one way to address literacy
development by improving oral language, reading
comprehension, and writing.’

Miller and Pennycuff (2008)
Disciplinary Perspectives in Education
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Early Years Foundation Stage
Early Learning Goals

ELG01- LISTENING AND ATTENTION
Expected:
 Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to
stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what
they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. They
give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately,
while engaged in another activity.

Exceeding:
 Children listen to instructions and follow them accurately, asking for 

clarification if necessary. They listen attentively with sustained 
concentration to follow a story without pictures or props and can listen in 
a larger group, for example, at assembly.

Early Years Foundation Stage
Early Learning Goals

ELG09- READING
Expected:
 Children read and understand simple sentences. They use
phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them
aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words.
They demonstrate understanding when talking with others
about what they have read.

Exceeding:
 Reading: Children can read phonically regular words of more than 

one syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency words. 
They use phonic, semantic and syntactic knowledge to understand 
unfamiliar vocabulary. They can describe the main events in the 
simple stories they have read.
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Considering the differentiation required to 
support children’s developing language

9

10



29/04/2020

6

Definitions 

Narratives (plural noun)
 a spoken or written account of connected events; a story.

Story-
 a description, either true or imagined, of a connected series of events: 

Emerging Literacy
 the concept of how children are exposed to and remember examples of reading 

writing and language early in life

Verbal
 spoken

Non verbal
 not using words, or not relating to the use of words

• children begin using  narrative structure even before they 
can do it with words. 

• Even children who do not narrate their play are enacting 
a narrative with their gestures. It has been shown that 
children engage in this kind of symbolic play more and in 
richer ways when they do it with a facilitating adult, 
usually a parent or caregiver
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Non-verbal narrative

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QP-
Jh1kpJdw

Example of 
developing narrative

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuqQJsVuLyM 
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A working definition of a narrative

A story is a description of an event, set in a time 
and place. Things happen to someone, and they 
happen over time. The sequence of events must be 
meaningful; in other words there must be a theme 
that emerges through the chronological account, 
there must be at least a hint of a problem or 
tension, and the resolution of that problem.

Exploring the links between retelling stories 
and events using objects of reference 
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Story Structure

Every good story has …
A start, middle, and an end. This basic story structure is 
understood by young children, and they also start to tell 
stories with these parts by around 3 years of age. Every 
story has at least a start, middle, and an end. More 
advanced stories also have a complete “episode” (Story 
Grammar: Stein & Glenn, 1975).

Age and stage

1-2 years:

• Toddlers show great enthusiasm for all the different kinds of storytelling. 
Your words and gestures stimulate their developing imagination and you 
will see how they like favourites again and again. The repetition helps 
young children to learn and then recognise familiar stories. Toddlers start 
to chime in with repeated lines and to have a go at the gestures. You will 
also start to hear toddlers tell stories to themselves using parts of your 
phrases and even your intonation. 
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Age and stage

2-3 years  
• Two-year-olds also have the memory skills to relate to family stories about 

'When we went to the shops...' They like your help when they want to re-
tell their own reminiscences, about, for example, 'When we saw the very 
big birds in the park'. And you can use simple props or a puppet when you 
are telling stories or personal tales. 

Contextual experiences 

• Some young children will want you to use the story format for you 
to retell something that has upset them. This helps them to resolve 
an event where they have been hurt or a bit frightened. They want 
the real happy ending too, which might be 'And then we had such a 
big cuddle!' 

• When you observe children's pretend play in this age group, you will 
notice that they use the story format themselves, as they talk for 
and move dolls or 'small world' figures. 
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Exploring and developing your story telling skills based 
on children’s first-hand experiences and multi-sensory 

learning;
using imagination, props and existing knowledge 

Provocations

Setting out invitations or provocations with 
loose parts to dive deeper into questioning the 
story is something very meaningful, especially 
in language and literacy development.
Having opened ended materials, puts an 
emphasis on children creating and making their 
own meaning and interpretation of the story 
and characters.
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Provocations…. continued 
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You now have the opportunity to explore and 
develop your story telling skills based on 
children’s first-hand experiences and multi-
sensory learning; using imagination, props and 
existing knowledge 

Considerations when exploring workshop 
resources

• Take opportunity to network with each other and share ideas and 
strategies 

• Consider the children back at your setting. What experiences and 
provocations might you use?

• Please take photos of resources, prompts and differentiation cards to 
support your forward planning

• Explore the framework and consider which specific aspects you will use 
for current developmental ages and stages of your children

• Do have a go at story telling using the resources if you want to!
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Final note

Stories are a medium with which all children 
become familiar and enjoy. Whether through 
books, pictures, dance, music, rhymes, 
multimedia, or the spoken word - storytelling is 
crucial part of early childhood education and 
beyond.

Natasha Henry: 
HenryN@ealing.gov.uk

Lizzie Ross: 
Lross@ealing.gov.uk
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