CODE OF PRACTICE AND GUIDANCE 

FOR SCHOOL VISITS TO FARMS AND ZOOS

1
Introduction

1.1 Farms and Zoos can be dangerous even for people who work on them. Taking children to a farm or zoo, on an educational visit, must be carefully planned. The risks to be assessed will include those arising from the closeness to or misuse of farm machinery and animals, hazards associated with E coli O157 food poisoning and other infections.

1.2 Cases involving E Coli O157 appear to be growing. In 1995-96, Peter Chapman of the Public Health Laboratory in Sheffield conducted a one-year study of E Coli O157 in Cattle, Sheep, Pigs and Poultry.  Cattle were found to be a major source, the bacteria being present in 15.7% of cattle tested, far higher than reported in previous studies.  This is worrying because the bacteria are becoming more prevalent in the environment.  It is therefore imperative that the devastating effects of the bacteria are not underestimated and that appropriate steps are taken to reduce the risk of exposure, as far as is reasonably possible.

1.3 There is also a range of other animal-borne infections, which may be acquired through farm and zoo visits and so must be considered in the risk assessment.   


1.4 Finally there is the normal range of risks to be assessed, such as the dangers of separation from the group and slips, trips or falls.  All such events need to be considered in the risk assessment.

1.5 An exploratory visit to the Farm must be undertaken prior to any visit.  This is so that the Group Leader can check the facilities provided and make allowances as necessary, such as in supervision levels and the risk assessment.  

There may be exceptional circumstances when it is not possible to make an exploratory visit.  In this case the school wishing to make the visit could enquire of other schools if they have visited that particular farm or zoo.  If so ask them the questions raised in the pre visit check list given in Table 1 before making the risk assessment for the visit.  Otherwise it is recommended that the visit be postponed until an exploratory visit can be made.


1.6 School visit application forms must be sent in to the Education Safety Office in the normal way, prior to any visit to a Farm or Zoo.  It is particularly important that a risk assessment is done and sent in for assessment.

2 Specific points for the Group Leader

2.1 The person in charge of the group must be aware of the possibility of the transmission of disease by either direct or indirect contact with animals.  This also applies when animals are brought into schools

2.2 Ensure that there in an adequate number of adults to supervise the pupils, taking into account the age and stage of development of the pupils. 

2.3 Female visitors to farm must be warned that there is a possible risk of disease being transmitted to pregnant women during lambing time. 

3 Pre Visit Checklist
 

3.1 A pre visit check of the farm/zoo should be made to ensure that:

· It is well managed and maintained.

· That it has a good reputation for safety standards and animal welfare.

· The grounds and the public areas are reasonably clean.

· Any out door picnic areas are secured from animals.

· Suitable precautions are in place where appropriate, e.g. in    restricted areas such as slurry pits or isolation of sick animals. 

· Suitable first aid facilities are available.

· It is equipped with suitable hand washing facilities, including hot and cold running water, liquid soap and disposable paper towels or a hot air hand drier.

· Any drinking water taps are clearly labelled and are in designated clean areas. 

4 Preparing the Pupils

4.1 Prepare pupils for the trip by explaining the expected standards of behaviour and the importance of following any rules, e.g. shutting gates.


4.2 Inform patents/pupils of the advantages of wearing footwear that can be easily cleaned. Wellington boots are ideal footwear, but any closed shoe is preferable to open footwear.


4.3 Explain that pupils must not eat or during anything, including chewing gum etc, while touring the farm, because of the risk of infection and the risk of contact with toxic pesticides and other chemicals. 


4.4 Pupils must be made aware of the dangers posed by farm machinery and chemicals used on farms.

5 During the Visit

5.1 In wet and muddy pastures or on any land contaminated by animal faeces, pupils should wear impervious outer clothing, e.g. Wellington boots and plastic Mac.


5.2 Before contact with animals, ensure cuts and grazes (especially on hands) are covered with waterproof plasters. After contact with animals and particularly before eating and drinking, ensure all pupils wash their hands thoroughly. If young children are in the group, hand washing will need to be supervised.


5.3 Ensure that an adequate number of adults are available to supervise the pupils taking into account the pupil's age and stage of development.


5.4 Explain to the pupils that they must not eat or drink anything (including chewing gum, sweets, etc.) whilst touring the farm due to the risk of infection from hand to mouth contact.


5.5 Pupils in contact with, or feeding farm/zoo animals must be warned not to place their faces against the animals or put hands in their mouths afterwards, without washing their hands first. Hands must always be washed with soap and running water.


5.6 Ensure that all pupils wash and dry their hands thoroughly after any contact with animals and in particular before eating and drinking. Young children must be supervised during hand washing.


5.7 Food must be consumed well away from areas where animals are kept. Any crops produced on the farm must be washed thoroughly in drinking water before eating. Water for drinking and food washing must be taken only from taps clearly labelled as drinking water.


5.8 Children must be warned not to consume the following:

· Unpasteurised products such as milk cheese yoghurt from the farm.

· Anything that may have fallen on the ground.

· Animal feed stuffs, such as silage and concentrates. 


5.9 Manure and slurry contain pathogenic micro-organisms and pose a particular risk of infection. Pupils must refrain from touching it. If they do touch it ensure that they immediately wash their hands.

6 End of Visit

6.1 All pupils must wash and dry their hands before departure.


6.2 Footwear must be cleaned as free as possible from faecal matter and other farmyard dirt. 

Table 1:  Checklist for exploratory visit to a farm or zoo

FARM OR ZOO NAME:

	Items to Consider 
	Comments
	(

	
	
	

	Has a Pre Visit been made to the Farm/Zoo


	
	

	Are the Premises well managed and Maintained ?


	
	

	Is it clean?


	
	

	Is it tidy?


	
	

	Are the grounds and public areas clean?


	
	

	Are the animals well locked after?


	
	

	Are the animals kept in secure areas?


	
	

	Are the picnic areas kept secured from animals?


	
	

	Are adequate restrictions in place to prevent visitors access to slurry pits and machinery?
	
	

	Are there suitable First Aid facilities available?


	
	

	Are there adequate clean toilets for each sex?


	
	

	Are there adequate hand washing facilities, with liquid soap and hot and cold running water?
	
	

	Are there disposable paper towels or hot air hand driers?
	
	

	Are there adequate number of, clearly marked, drinking water taps in designated clean areas?
	
	

	
	
	


Table 2:  Preparing the Pupils for a visit to a farm or zoo

	Items to Consider
	Comments
	(

	
	
	

	Expected Standard of behaviour


	
	

	Animal may bite and kick, etc.


	
	

	All cuts and grazes (Especially on hands) to be covered with waterproof plaster.
	
	

	Must not put hands in mouth, whilst at farm/zoo, without washing hands.
	
	

	Explain rules of the farm/zoo e.g. shutting gates, etc.


	
	

	Must not eat anything, whilst touring the farm/zoo, including chewing gum, except in designated eating areas.
	
	

	Must thoroughly wash and dry hands before eating


	
	

	Must thoroughly wash and dry hands after contact animals.
	
	

	Must not eat farm produce e.g. unpasteurised milk, cheese, yoghurt, etc.
	
	

	Must not eat anything that has fallen on the ground.


	
	

	Water for drinking and washing food must be taken only from taps clearly labelled as drinking water.
	
	

	Advise pupils to wear impervious garments, e.g. Wellington boots, Plastic Mac, or closed shoes.


	
	


Before departure from Farm/Zoo

	All persons must wash and dry hands.


	

	All foot wear must be cleaned to remove faecal matter and other farmyard dirt.


	


farmZooVisitGuidance
page 1 of 5

